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To all whom it may conceriv:
Beitknown that I, WALTER WILLIAM MER-
EDITH, a citizen of the United States, and a

resident of Akron, in the county of Plymouth

5 and State of Iowa, have invented a new and
Improved Trace-Hitch, of which the follow-
ing 18 a full, clear, and exact description.

This invention relates to improvements in
devices for attaching or hitching traces to

1o whiffletrees; and the object is to provide a
device for this purpose of simple construe-
tion and by means of which a trace may be
quickly attached or released and obviating
the necessity of forming eyes in the trace,

15 whieh has a tendency to weaken it, or to at-
tachtug-eyesto the trace, and, further, by the

use of whieh the trace may be adjusted as to -

length without taking up or letting out the
- same In the harness.

20 1 will deseribe a trace-hitech embodying my
invention and then point out the novel fea-
tures in the appended claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,

- 25 1n which similar characters of reference indi-

cate corresponding parus in all the figures.
Figure 1 isafront view of a trace-hitch em-
- bodying my invention. Fig. 2 is a top view
| thereof, and Fig. 3 is a face view of a cam-

3o plate employed. R |

The trace-hitch comprises a base-plate 1,
having a rotary motion on a screw orstem 2,
which engages the end of the whiffletree 3.
Connected to the base-plate is a loop com-
35 prising the opposite posts 4, connected at the
outer end by a bar.6. Movable in the loop

portion is a clamping-bar 6. Thisclamping-

bar has recesses in its ends, in which the
posts 4 engage, so that the said clamping-bar
40 may slide along said posts to clamp the trace
7 between it and the outer bar 5. The screw
or shank 2 passes through the base-plate 1,
and secured to its end is a cam-plate 8, hav-
ing opposite cam-lugs 9. These cam-lugs are
45 gradually tapered from their greatest projec-
tion to the plate, the inclines being both in
the same direction, The space between the

cam-lugs 9 is designed to receive the clamp-

| ing-bar 6 when the trace is to be inserted or

detached. | 50

In operation when it is desired to attach
the trace the yoke is to be rotated until the
bar 6 passes into the space between the cam-
lnugs—that is, the loop will be given a one-
quarter turn, bringing the two posts 4 on a 55
substantially horizontal line. After insert-
ing the trace the loop is to be turned to its
normal or vertical position, as indicated in
the drawings, and during this movement the
cam-lugs will force the clamping-bar ontward 6o
and tightly against the trace. By the useé of
this device it will be seen that the trace may
be readily adjusted as to its length, and, fur-
ther, as there are no holes or eves formed in
the trace it is not weakened. 65

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. A trace-hitech, comprising a shank por:
tion, a base-plate mounted to rotate on the 7o

shank portion, a loop attached to the plate, a

clamping-bar movable in the loop, and a cam-

plate attached to the shank and engaging

with said bar, the said cam-plate having op-

positely-inclined projections, substantially as 75

specified. | |

2. A trace-hiteh, comprising a shank adapt-
ed to be engaged with the whiffletree, a base-
plate mounted to rotate on the shank, a loop
attached to the base-plate, and consisting of 8o
opposite posts, and a connecting-bar for said
posts, a clamping-bar having recesses in its

ends to receive the posts, a plate attached to

the shank, and opposite cam projections or
lugs on said plate forengaging with the clamp- 8s
ing-bar, the space between said projections
or lugs being sufficient to receive the clamp-
ing-bar, substantially as specified. |

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of go
two subscribing witnesses. - -

WALTER WILLIAM MEREDITH.

Witnesses: |
O. J. MORTERUD,
K. H. YOUNGSTROM.
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