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To all whom it may concerz:

Beitknown that I, SoLoMON KIEFER, a citi-
zon of the United States, residing at Ohlcan‘o
in the county of Cook and State of Illmms

-have invented certain new and useful Im-

provements in Clothes-Holding Devices for
Sult—Cases and the Like, of Whleh the follow-
ing is a specification.

My invention relates to devices capable of

application to and use in connection with the
rectangular pasteboard or cardboard boxes

or cases commonly used by tailors for deliv-
ering suits of clothes and the like to their
customels, anG my improvements are in the

nature of devices designed to hold or retain

the clothes in a nea,tly folded and smoothly-
pressed condition within the box and insure

and condition and free from wrinkles, er eases,

from a free sliding about of the goods therein
when the box is mverted or tmned on either
end or edge. .

To this end my invention consists of a
clothes holder or retainer for application to
and In combination with a suit-box or the
like, the same in its preferred form compris-
ing a pair of codperating holding and form-
retammg devices which may be secured to
the opposite end walis of the box, one of these
devices engaging the neck and shouldel por-
tions of a coab and the other engaging and

holding down the folded tail portwus of the

coat, substantlally as hereinafter desecribed,

it bemﬂ' understood that either device is
within the purview of my invention capable
of use advantageously without the othel

but that both are preferably used coopela-
tively to effect a perfect retention of the gar-
ment in a fixed position relatively to its con-
taining-case irrespective of the movements
to Whmh the latter may be subjected in' the

~ handling thereof.
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My invention is illustr ated in Lhe aceompa-
nying drawings, in which
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the body

“member of a suit box or case having my im-

provements applied thereto. Iig. 2 1S a ver-

tical section through the lower end of the
closed box and fully illustrating the appli-
cation and operation of the dewee which
holds the lower end of the garment; and Fig.

same in wearable order

3 1s a view similar to Fig. 2, illustrating the
pOSItmn and mode of a,pphca,tlon of the de-
vice which holds the prel or shoulder por-
tion of the garment.

Refeumﬂ to the drawings in detail, A rep-

| resents the body member, “and B the cover,

of a rectangular card or jute board box or
packing-case, such as is in common use by
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tallors and elmhmrr dealers for the delivery -

of suits of clothes.

Cdesignates the eurved bar of an ordinary

clotheb-hannel whichincommon use engages

ander the neck and shoulder portions of a !

coat. I'his bar Cisprovided centrally thereof
with a wire or other stem, (designated as an
entirety by D,) this stem in the form shown
being bent mtetmedmte its length at right
angles, its upwardly-bent pm‘rmn bemn* of

| leSb helf‘rht than the end wall of the case and
folds, and the like, such as are apt to result
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termmatnw in an overhanging hook d, by

which 1t 1s ad&pted to slip down over the un-
per edge of one of the end walls of the box,

| clampmﬂ' the same, whereby the curved bar

of the hanger is supported or hung from the
upper edge of the wall of the box, substan-
tially as shown in Fig. 3, being entirely or at

least partly smpended above the bottom of-

the floor of the box. When the ocarment, as

a coat, 18 1n place within the box and prop-
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erly enwawed by the hanger, it will be evident

that the ne(:,k_ and &houldel portions of the

coatb will be supported slightly above the bot-

tom of the box in such a manner as to pre-
vent a line or crease being formed at the up-
per end of the
and rear portions thereof. The rounded and
smoothly-pressed effect of the neck, shoulder,
and breast portions of the garment is thus pre-
served, and the presence of folds, wrinkles, or
creases along the lines indicated is obviated.

The device for holding in place the lower
or tall portion of the garment comprises, es-
sentially, arod K, disposed transversely of the

- box and in point of length substantially co-

extensive with the full width thereof and be-
ing so mounted as to be elastically pressed
toward the bottom thereof.
(designated as an

erably, of a smn'le length of sbeel wire, one

| end of which 18 bent and hooked throu ﬂ'h an

My preferred
means for supporting the rod E consists of a
-palr of elastic wire arms,
entirety by F,) each arm bemﬂ' formed, pref-

garment. between the front
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aperture near the upper edge of the lower end
wall of the box, as shown at 7, the wire ex-

~ tending down outside the wall, asshownat f/,
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n_hence passing through an aperture 1in the
bottom of the wall at /%, then being given one
or more turns to form a spring-coil /2, and

thence passing in the form of a straight arm |
74 and entering the end of the rod or bar K.

It will be seen that this manner of mounting
the rod K permits the same to be easily raised
to a height sufficient to pass thelower end of
the gar ment (indicated by G) thereunder,
wheleupon the elasticity of the rod- holdmﬂr
arms I causes the rod to lie upon and across
the lower end of the garment and retain the
same snugly in engagement with the bottom
of the box in e?aetly the form in which it has
previously been folded.

From the foregoing 16 will: be seen th&t, Ny
Invention provides a clothes-holding device

~ capable of securing the garment in fixed Po-
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‘sition therein at both ends thereof and c¢har-

acterized by extreme simphceity of construc-
tion and manipulation, and consequently in-
expensive to manufacture. In view of the
fact that these devices are intended to be
oiven away as an element of the case itself
it is of course a prime requicite that they be
produced at a minimum of expense, and in
my present invention I believe that this de-
sideratum has been secured.

By reason of the fact that one of the hold-
ers (the hanger) is readily and instantly ap-
plicable to and removable from the box it
will beseen that the garment may be disposed
in place in the box and the holding devices
engaged therewith very easily and quleklj,
while in removing the garment the same can
conveniently be taken from the box with the
hanger still in engagement with the garment,
the latter being Slmplydmwn ‘forward out of

.engagement w1th the rod K and subsequently

~ hung up on its hanger C if notdesired forim-
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mediate use.
As above stated, while in carrying out my
invention I prefer to use the two deweeq In

~ combination with each otherand the box,since
~ they produce a desirable cobperative effect
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and secure the best results in the way of re-

taining the garment perfectly in place and

“avoiding the possibility of its being mussed
“and disordered within the case in transit, nev-

ertheless it is evident that etther may be ad-
vantageously used separately in combination
with the box to secure in a less perfect degree
the result stated.

My invention is not limited to the precise
form of the elements shown,the essential char-
acteristic of the hanger bem:_r that it shall be
suspended over the upper margin of the end
wall of the hox in such a manner as to be
readily slipped on and oif the same, while the

—.essential echaracteristic of the lower or rear
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' holding device resides in a transverse rod or

bar which lies over the garment and is nor-
mally spring - pressed thereupon. Within
these essential distinguishing characteristics
it is evident that the structural details of the
invention may be varied to suit the tastes of
individual makers or users.

I claim-—

1. In combination with a suit box or case, a
garment-holding device for application there-
to, the same comprising a coat-hanger having
a single centrally-disposed bent stem, the up-
wardly - turned portion of which is of less
height than the end wall of the case and is
provided with an overhanging hook whereby
the hanger may be suspended within the case

from the end wall of the latter, substantially

as described.
2. In combination with a suit box or case, a

garment-holding device for application there-
to, the same comprising a rod or bar longitu-
dinally substantially coextensive with the
width of the case and adapted to overlie the
lower end portionof agarment within the box,
said rod or bar being secured within the box
by elastic means whleh normally tend to press
itdown upon the bottom thereof,substantially
as described.

3. In combination with a suit box or case, a
garment- holding device therefor, the same
comprising a rod or bar longitudinally sub-
stantially coextensive with the width of the
case, and adapted to overlie the lower end
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portion of a garment within the latter, and a -

pair of elastic arms to which said rod or bar
18 secured at its ends, said elastic arms being
secured at their other ends in the adjacent
end wall of the case, and normally acting to
press the rod or bar down upon the bottom of
the case, substantially as deseribed.

4. The combination with a box or case
adapted to contain garments and the like, of
a device for retaining the form and shape of
the garment therein, said device comprising
a coat-hanger for engaging the neck and
shoulder portions of a coat, the same having
a bent hook adapted to engage over the up-
per margin of one end wall of the case and
thereby suspend the hanger therefrom, and

a device for holding in place the lower or tail |

end of the garment, the same comprising a rod
or bar longitudinally substantially coexten-
sive with the transverse dimension of the box,
and holding-arms for said rod or bar, each
comprising a.'n integral elastic and suitably-
bent wire, one end of which engages the rod
or bar and the other end of which is secured

in the opposite end wall of the case, substan-

tially as described. | |
' | SOLOMON KIEFER.

Witnesses: |
SAMUEL N. POND,
SAMUEL B. HOLZHEIMER. -
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