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To all whom it may concer:

Be it known that I, JAMES A. BRITTON, of
Bethlehem, in the county of Northampton
and State of Pennsylvania, haveinvented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Hose-
Tongs; and I do hereby declarethe following
to bea full, clear, and exact description of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled
in the art to Whu,h 1t appertmns to make and
use the same.

This invention relates to certain new and

~useful improvements in hose-tongs, being
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particularly designed for use of ﬁ1emen in
cleaning and 16011[]*3" hose after use at a fire.

The invention has for its object the produc-
tion of a simple and inexpensive tool by
means of which firemen may, after a fire, con-
veniently grasp and draw a section of hose
along the street to ihe hose-carriage to be
washed and reeled, whereby a SELViDg of time
and labor is secured and the necessity of the
clothing coming in contact with the muddy

and soiled hose is avoided. |
A further object 1s to provide a combina-

tion-tool which will comprise many advan-
tages to a fire-department in point of uL111t3
and durability and cheapness.

The invention will be hereinafter fully set

forth, and particularly pointed out in the

clmmb
Inthe accompanying draw ings, I'igurelisa
side view of my improved hose- tonﬂ'% show-

- ing method of supporting same upon hose-
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carriage.
tongs open ready to grasp a hose-section.
Flg 3 1s an edge view.

Referring to the drawings, 10 11 designate
two flat metdl bars pivotally connected at 12
and having an outwardly curved or flared
portion 13, forming when united an approxi-

mate Y. Extending from the lower ends of

bars 10 and 11 and in opposite directions to
each other are the curved members 14 inter-

~mediate. of its end and the pivotal connec-

tion 15, designed to encircle a hose, said mem-
bers having their ends outwardly flared and
pointed, as indicated at 16. From the face

of member 14 projects a boss or enlargement
17, in which is formed a bore 18, deswned to

receive the lug of a hose-eouphn whereby
the latter may be ln'htened or loosened as
desired. -

Fig. 2 is a similar view showing

opening and closing the tongs.

The upper ends of bars 10 11 are enlarged,

as indicated at 19, and provided with open-
ings 20, shaped to receive the nut upon a fire-
hydmnt whereby the same can be readily
and quickly opened when desired. Above

each enlargement 19 is located the handle 21,

which 18 pr efelably provided with a wrappmn‘
992 of leather, rubber tape, or the like to pro-
tect the ha,nds said covering being made
waterproof by a coating of any smta,ble var-
nish. If desired, the curved members 14 15
may also be pr owded with a similar covering
to prevent injury to hose.

The operation of my improved tongs is ob-
vious. They are carried upon the fire appa-
ratus in any suitable manner, and upon ar-

available to open the fire-hydrant and turn on
the water, while the curved member 14 and
its boss or enlargement 17 serve as a spanner
to couple oruncouple any section of hose. Af-
ter a fire the hose can be readily grasped by
the curved members 14 15, which are oper-

ated through the medium of the handles 21, -

and conveved to the hose-carriage. Itis ob-
vious also that my improved tonﬂ's are useful
for handling the hose for any other purpose

-which may become necessary,. such as wash-

ing, and that the wrench-openings 20 may be
of anystandard size. Another advantage lies
in the fact that the contiguous faces of the
bars 10 11 are in f11ct10nal contact, so that no

‘exertion is required to hold the ton gs in en-

cagement with the hose after they are once
clobed and yet by curving the said bars out-

‘ward a space is formed whereby the hands of

the operator may readily pass each other in

noted in this connectmn that when the tongs
are closed the handles come directly 0pp051te
each other, whereby but one hand wﬂl be re-
quired to camy the same.

From what has been said it will be observed
that I have produced a simple and inexpen-
sive combination-tool which possesses many
points of advantage.

I claim as my invention-—

1. The herein-described hose- tongs com-

prising two bars pivotally connected to D'ether

said bars being curved outwardly in opposite
directions above theirpivotal connection, and

| then extended parallel to each other to form

It will also be
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‘rival at a fire the wrench portion 19 is readily
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2

a space between their contiguous faces, han-

- dles formed with the upper ends of said bars,

10

opposite curved members formed with the
lower ends of said bars, and a perforated boss

or enlargement formed on the inner face of
one of said curved members intermediate of
1ts end and the point of pivotal connection of
sald bars, substantially as set forth. |

2. The herein-described . hose -tongs com-
prising two bars pivotally connected together,
handles formed on the upper ends of said

bars, opposite curved members extending

from the lower ends of said bars, and a perfo-
rated boss or enlargement formed on the in-

ner face of one of said curved members inter- |

~mediate of its end and the point of pivotal

connection of said bars, substantially as set
forth.

5. The herein-deseribed hose-tongs com- |
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[ prising two bars pivotally connected together,

said bars being curved outwardly in opposite
directions above their pivotal connection and
then extended parallel to each other to form
a space between their contiguous faces, han-
dles formed with the upper ends of said bars,
opposite curved members formed with the

lowerends of said bars, a protectin g-wrapping

for each of said handles and said curved bars,
and a coating of waterproof material for said
wrappings substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subserib-
ing witnesses.

JAMES A. BRITTON.

Witnesses:
GEO. L. BAUM,
WILLIAM J. FINK.
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