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To all whom it may concern:

‘Be it known that we, ANTON T.. ANDERSON

and CARL I, HIERPE, citizens of the United

States, and residents of Jamestown, in the

5 countyof Chautauqua and State of Vew York,
have invented new and useful Impr ovements

in Match-Holders, of which the following is

a full, clear, and exact deserlptxon

The obgjeet of thisinvention is to ]:)10';.?1(16 a

o novel simple match-holder adapted to hang
upon an upright saupport and capable of hold-

ing a considerablenumber of matches, which

may be convenientlyandsafely removed from

the holder at its lower end one at a time or-

15 in greater number, if desired.

Theinvention consistsin the novel constr uc.#
tion and combination of parts, asis hereinaf-

ter described, and defined in the appended.
clalms. |

Refersnce is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of thlb_SpeelflC&tl{}D

20

in Whie}i Simila)r chmacters of reference indi-

“cate corresponding parts in all the figures.

- Figure lisa front view of the mateh-holder |
25 1N upunht position, showing a number of

matches held. therein. Ifig., 2 1s a vertical
transverse sectional view substantially on the
line 2 2 in Fig. 3; and Fig. 3 1s a partly-sec-

‘tional front view of the match- holder', show-

zo ing interior details of construction.
In the drawings, which show the construe-
tion and use of the improvement, 10indicates

- the back piece of the holder, which may with

advantage be cut from sheet metal; such as.
35 sheet- 1;11:1, and the edge thereof may have any.
ornamental form preferled perforations a .

being formed therein near the upper and

lowel end of the back piece for the reception

of nails or serews used to hold the device up-
4o right upon a wall or the like at a point where

matches are to be supplied for use. |

- A front wall 11 and two parallel side walls

12 are formed of one piece of sheet metal by

bending the material at two points, so as to

45 turn the side walls rearwardly from the front.

wall, said side walls being parallel and suffi-
ciently spaced apart to permit them to receive
~ between them matches disposed crosswise of
~ the back piece and front wall of the holder.
o Tongues are formed on the free rear edges of
the side walls 12, and said tongues b pass

through mating slits in the baek piece 10 at

——
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(No model.?

suitable points, said tongues after 1115911101]

until the edges they are plOJGCte{l from have .-

contact mth the back piece; being bent lat-
erally, which secures the front wall and side

walls upon the back pisce in a substantial
manner. The front wall 11 may have a plu-
rality of spaced slots ¢ cut therein to render

| said wall light and expose matches held in the
receptacle, so that the number wnbmned

therein may be seen.

6o .

" A bottom-wall 13, formed of resilient sheet

metal, 18 loosely fitted within the space bound-
ed by the back piece 10, front wall 11, and

side walls 12, said bottom piece having suffi-

cient length to permit the upper portion
thereof to be secured upon the back pilece
with tongues d, that project from the bottom

‘plece and pass thr ough slits in the back piece,

whereon they are elenched by bending 1311(—3[11
laterally, as indicated in Fig. 2. |

The free lower portion of Lhe bottom piece
13 is divided into four spring-fingers 15* 13°,

as shown in Fig. 3, said dwlsmn being ef-
fected by slitting the plate at two poinis

eqﬂally distant from the side edges thereoi,

ﬁ

lop, as “shown in Fig. 8.

75

as at d'd’, and cutting a notch-eat the trans-
‘verse center of the plate a shorter slit d° ex-
| tending upward from the cente1 of the scal-

30

The mtelmedlate resilient ﬁnﬂels 13%, de-

fined by theslits d and scalloped “hotch e, are
extended somewhat lower than the ﬁugérs 13°
at the side edges of the bottom plate,and all

of said fingers are curved downward and for-

ward, so as to have contactat their freeends -

upon the inner surface of the front wall 11,

- which is also scalloped at the transverse cen-

ter of its lower edge, as is clemly shown at ¢’
in Figs. 1 and 2.

Upon cach side of the mateh- receptacle a

match-igniter 14 is formed or secured on the

back piece 10, and consists of an upright

plate suitably 1ourrhened on the surface and

provided with U“Ulde ribs at the sides, which
serve

90

to plevent the mateh that 1s ‘drawn
- down while in contact with either of the ig-
niters from leaving it at either side, the fric-
tional contact of the head of the match with

100

the roughened surface eﬁfectmw 1ts ignition
1n an obvmus manner. .
- To adapt the improved match- holdel for

- service, assuming that it is in fixed position,
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as already explained, the holder is furnished
with a supply of matches A, introduced
through the open upper end of the recepta-

the holder, and the lower ones rest upon the
downwardly and forwardly inclined resilient
bottom plate 13, the elasticity of which isin-
sured by cutting its lower portion into the
four fingers 13* 13®, as before mentioned, and
1t will be seen in. Fig. 1 that the middle por-
tions of the matches held opposite the scal-
loped notches in the front plate 11 and bot-
tom wall 13 are freely exposed.

To remove a match from the holder, the

lowermost one is gripped at its middle with
the thumb and finger, which may be freely
introduced into the notches e ¢, where the

- matches are exposed. A gentle pull on the
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mateh in a downward direction will release it

from the spring-fingers 13*, and as the fingers
at the side edges of the bottom wall 13 are

-shorter than the intermediate ones it will be
evident that they will first have contact with

the inner surface of the front wall 11, and
thus be adapted to hold the matches not
gripped for remeoval from dropping down out
of the holder while the single match is being
withdrawn therefrom. The relative position
of the igniters 14 enables the convenient ig-
nition of a match, asit is so gripped when re-
moved from the holder as to.be ready for

seratching upon the igniter.

HHaving thus fully described our invention,

we claim as newand desire to secure by Let-

ters Patent— -

1. Amatch-holder,comprising a four-walled
box adapted to hang upright, a resilient bot-
tom of sheet metal divided into a plurality of
spring-fingers in its lower portion, said fin-

gers extending forwardly and at their lower
ends all contacting normally with the front

wall of the box, and means to expose the

matches held in the box at their centers of

length, for separate removal by a downward

pull which releases the matech from the fin-
gers, some of said fingers terminating at their |
lower ends above the others and preventing
‘the bulk of the matches from falling out of

the box.
2. A match-holder, comprising a box open

at the top, slotted in the front wall for expo- |

T'he matches are disposed crosswise of

689,053

| sure of matches held therein, and scalloped

in the lower edge of said front wall, a resili-
ent bottom of sheet metal slotted to divide it
into a plurality of spring-fingers bearing at

55

theirfreeendsagainst the front wall, and hav-

ing a scalloped notch at its transverse center
opposite the scallop in the front wall, some
of the spring-fingers having greater length
than the others to prevent the escape of the
bulk of the matches from the bottom of the
box upon the removal of one or more matches
therefrom by a downward pull on said match

| or matehes.

3. A holder for matches, having an outlet
for the matches, a plate adjacent thereto, and
spring match-retainers adjacent to the out-

let toregulate the escape of the matches and

bearing normally at their free ends against
sald plate, said retainers acting at different
distances from the outlet, whereby the re-
tainers will bear successively on a mateh be-
ing withdrawn.

4. A holder for matches comprising the box
havinga front plate and a back plate, and pro-
vided with the bottom plate secured at its up-
per edge to the back plate and curving thence
forward to the front plate and bearing at its
lower end against the said front plate, said
front end being divided into tongues, some of
which bear edgewise against the front plate,
and others of which are provided with short

depending extensions, which bear flatwise

against the front
set forth.

5. A match-holder having a holder-box and
a bottom composed of a plate of metal curv-
ing forwardly and downwardly toward one
edge and slitted from its lower edge forming
tongues and having said tongues of different
lengths whereby they may bear successively
on ‘a match when it is withdrawn, substan-

plate, all substantially as

tially as set forth.

In testimony whereof we have signed our
names to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

ANTON T. ANDERSON.
CARL F. HIERPE.

Witnesses:
| OLor A. OLSON,
OSCAR PETERSON.
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