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To all whom it maz J CONCEPTL:

Be 1t known that I, MARGUERITE DUT .....;L' aQ
eltlzen of the Umted States, residing in New

York, borough of Menhatten, in the State of

New Ymk heve invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Lace-Guards for Shoes,
of which the following is a specification. |

Thisinvention is deewned toprovide anim-
proved lace-guard for low or ladies’ shoes by
which the undomﬂ' of the lacing-knot is pre-
vented and the annoying retying of the lace

obviated; and the invention consists of the
eombma,tmn with ashoeanditslace, of alace-.

guard consisting of a narrow guard-strap hav-
ing a longitudinally-extending bulged middle
portion, said guard-strap being attached at
one end to one side of the laced portion of the
shoe, so that its bulged middle portion, to-

- gether with the guard-strap, extends trans-
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- 1s a vertical transverse section on line 3 3,

versely across the said laced portion, and

means for detachably connecting the other

end of the guard-strap with the opposﬂze side
of the laced portion, so that the bulged mid-
dle portion extends completely over and in-
closes both the knot and the ends of the lace
and prevents the accidental undoing of the
knot; as will be fully deseribed he1emafber
and fmelly pointed out in the claims.

In the aceompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents a perspective view of a ehoe with

my improved lace-guard in position forretain-

ing the laces. I‘1ﬂ‘ 2 18 a perspective view of

the shoe before the lace-guard is applied to |
Fig. 3is a vertical transverse sec- |
tiononline 3 3. , F1g. 1, drawn on a larger scale.
Fig. 4 is a detell t0p view of the laee-ﬂ'umd

the laces.

shown as detached from the shoe; and Flg 5

- Fig. 4.
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Similar letters OE reference 111dleete corre-
sponding parts.
Reterrmg to the drawings, A fepresents a

lady’s or other shoe, B the laces applied to the

shoe, and C is a guard-strap that is prefer-
ably arranged at the upper part of the laced
portion, so as to cover the knot formed in

 tying the laces after the shoe is on the foot.

The guard-strap C is attached at one end at
one side of the laced portion of the shoe and
provided with a middle bulged portion C', that
18 produced, preferably, by slitting the mem
pmtlon zmd inserting the bulged. portlon in

-

the same or by working up the leather when

in a wet condition, and thereby producing the
bulgedportion C'in the strap.
are tied the bulged portion of the guard-strap
is placed over the knot and attached at the
opposite side of the laced portion by means
of a button b and buttonhole ' or by a hook

and eye or by a fastener, such as used for

ogloves, or other suitable festemng device; pro-
vided that the guard can be readily pleeed

Afterthelaces
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over the tied strmﬂ'e and readily detached

when it is desired to untie the laces.

My improved lace-guard for shoes has the
‘advantage, first, that the laces after being once

tied are firmly held in position without being
liable to become undone, which requires re-
tying of the same and which is of annoyvance;

‘secondly, that the tied knot 1s covered up and

out of sight; preventing thereby the flying
about of the ends of the laces, and, third, that

the guard can be applied with httle addmonal .

expense to the shoe. |
Having thus deseribed my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—
1. A lace-guard for shoes; consisting of a
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strap of flexible material composed of an elon-

gated bulged portion projecting out of the

plane of the same, flexible flat portions at each

side of said bulge, a flat end portion at onse

end of the bulge, and a buttonhole located in

sald end portion for securing the strap to the
ehoe, substantially as set forth.

- 2. The combination, with a shoe; and laees
in the same, of a stra,p of flexible material se-
cured at one end to the shoe and composed of

a bulged portion arranged longitudinally of

the etrap and pI’OJthlnﬂ out of the plane of
the same, flexible flat portions at each side of
said bulge; a flat end portion; a button located
on the shoe in line with said bulge, and a but-

tonhole in the end portion adapted to codoper-

ate with said button of the shoe, substantially
as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
mYy invention I have signed my name in pres-

ence of two subscribing witnesses.
| MARGUERITE DUTEL.

Witnesses:
- PAUL GOEPEL,
GEORGE GEIBEL.
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