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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GUSTAV WILKE, a citi-

- zen of the German Empire, residing at Griine,
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In the Province of Westphalia, Kingdom of

- Prussia, Germany, have invented certain new

and useful Improvements in Chain-Links;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same. | | -

My invention relates to an improvement in
chain-links made of wire without welding, and
of that kind oflinks where atone side the ends
of the wire are bent to form an eye or ring,
In or through which the next following link
Is slung and held together with the preced-
ing one. It has been found that these eyes
open when these chains are exposed to a
great strain, and it is the object of my pres-
ent invention to prevent this opening of the
oyes, and I attain this by the means described
hereinafter and shown on the accompanving
drawings, on which—

Figure 1 shows the new link in side view.

- Fig. 2shows the same, partlyin section, along

line I Iof Fig. 1. Fig. 3 showsthe combina-
tion of three such links as part of a chain.
Fig. 4 is a view seen at right angles to Fig. 3.
Fig. 5 shows a side view of a link of the same
kind, both ends lying in the same plane in-
stead of being twisted, as in the case of Figs.
1to4. Fig. 61is a vertical section along line
II II of Fig. 5. | | |

A piece of wire of suitable length is bent so
as to form the loop ¢, and so that the shanks b
and c lie in parallel or nearly-parallel planes.
1he ends of the shanks are further bent to
form each a nearly-complete eye or ring  and
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e atone end of the link with notches f

e,_respectivel y, and both ends are préssed to-

‘ward each other, so that they meet in the

middle, and thus form together a completely-
closed. eye.
twisted so that the ends of the same stand
at right angles to each other, whereas in Figs.
o and 6 the link is not twisted, both ends—

that is, the loop a and the eyes d e—lying in

thesame plane. This is irrelevant. Now it

will be observed that at the outside of the

eyes d and e notches f are made, into which
the part of wire forming the loop « of each
link is laid or held, as will be best seen
trom Figs. 4 and 5. By this I attain the re-
markable effect that the eyes d e cannot open,
and the stronger the pullis on a chain of this
sort the firmer these eyes are held together.

The power of resistance of such a chain is

therefore greatly improved, so that it is even
stronger than that of a chain with welded
links. | S

I am aware that chains of similar construc-

‘tion have been known before; but I am not
provided with the

aware that they have been
characteristic notches.

- What I therefore claim, and desire to se- |

cure by Letters Patent, is—

In a chain-link the combination of eyes d,
at the
outside of the wire forming said eyes as de-
scribed and illustrated and for the purpose
set forth. o | |

In testimony whereof I have aff

GUSTAV WILKE.,

Witnesses: .
. OTTO KONIG,
I'. A. RITTERSHAUS.

In Figs. 1 to 4 the links are
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xed my sig-
| nature in presence of two witnesses.
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