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o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM FOREMAN, a
citizen of the United States of America, resid-
1ng at Taylorstown, in the county of Wash-
ington and State of Pennsylvania, have in-

 vented certainnew and useful Improvements
~1In Kire-Escapes, of which the following is a
- specification,
the accompanying drawings.,

eference being had therein to

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in fire-escapes, and re-

B lates particularly to a fire-escape in which

‘the person operates a cord or cable 1o lower
“himself or herself to the ground where other

means of escape is.cut off or impossible.
briefly described, my invention comprises

- a receptacle or basket to hold the person, this
- receptacle being connected to one end of a

~ rope which is passed over a pulley suitably
~ so . W]
- thesaid cord or cable passing over a spool

arranged above the window, (inside the room,)

© which is journaled in a bracket carried by
- the receptacle. The cord or cable is passed

o 25

through the bracket, and a suitable casing is
provided within the receptacle to contain the

~~ uncoiled rope to prevent the same interfer-
~ Ing in any manner with the manipulating of
~ the device by the operator. All of this con-

struction in detail, together with other fea-

‘tures entering into my invention, will be
- hereinafter more specifically deseribed and |

then particularly pointed out in the claim,
and in describing the invention in detail ref-

 erence will be had to the accompanying draw-

T

ings, forming a part of this specification, and

- wherein like numerals of reference will be

~out the different

employed for designating like parts through-
views of the drawings, in

which— D .

Figure 1 is an elevation of my improved

fire-escape, showing manner of operating the |

- same. Fig. 2isavertical sectional view with
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the receptacle partly broken away. Fig. 3is

a transverse vertical sectional view partly
broken away. Fig. 4 ig a detail perspective

~view of the spool and its supporting-bracket.
To put my invention into practice, I pro-
vide a receptacle to hold the

person in the

manner shown in Fig. 1of the drawings. 'This
receptacle 11in the form herein shown is prac-
tically in the form of a pair of trousers with

|
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tacle 1.

a front extension 2, which forms a shield to

protect the occupant of the receptacle from

the flames which may issue from the windows
past which the occupant is lowered, and

‘should the receptacle be reversed from that
shown in Fig. 1, so that the oeccupant’s back
would be toward the building, this extension
forms a blind to prevent the oceupant from

determining the height at which he or she
may be suspended. To this extension 2 is
connected one end of a rope or cable 8, which
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13 carried over a pulley 4; suitably arranged

above the window, (inside the room, ) asshown

in Fig. 1 of the drawings. The receptacle

for the person has secured therein a bracket

9, in which is journaled a roller or spool 6.
The base-plate of this bracket carries an
apertured lug or ear 7, and one of the ends
carries an inwardly - extending apertured
lug or ear 8, the cord or cable being passed

through the lug or ear 8, wrapped two or three

times around the spool, and then passed

through the lug or ear 7, the uncoiled part of

the cord, rope, or eable being supported with-
in a suitable casing 9, carried by the recep-

casing by riveting its one end to the recep-

75

The bracket 5 is secured within the

tacle 1, and is further supported by a brace

10, riveted to the receptacle and to the base-

Dblate of the bracket 5. .
LT'he rope or cable is wound on the spool sev-

erdl times and this spool held against rota-

tion by a ratchet-wheel 11 and pawl 12, as

shown in the drawings, so that the friction of
the rope upon the spool will materially check

80

the descent and enable the operator to retain

~control .of the device.

~ In operation the operator piaees himself or
herself within the receptacle, this receptacle
being of the form shown, so as to permit the

operator to climb out of the window in order

00

to be lowered to the ground. The operator

grasps the rope or cable below the bracket. 5
and feeds said rope or eable to the spool, the
wrapping of the rope or cable upon the spool
preventing undue speed being attained and

95

enabling the operator to readily control the

descent.

It will be observed that in the practice of

the invention various changes could be made
in the details of construetion without depart-
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ing from the n'ener.el spirit of my 1nven | the bracket, in combination w1tha, pulley sé-

‘tion.
- Having fully described my 1nventwn what

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

Patent, is—

In a ﬁre -escape, a receptacle having an in-
tegral upwardly-extending shield, a eubstan-

B o | 131a,11y U-shaped bracket having one end there-

- of secured within the receptacle, an apertured

. to
~ bracket, an apertured lug made integral with

lug made integral with the bottom of said

~ the free end of said brecket sald luo' being

bent over to lie.parallel with the bottom of |
the said braeket a spool secured within suit- |

able bearings in the said bracket, a ratchet

. eeeured to one end thereof, a pawl secured to

having one end secured to said shield, the

free end of said rope passing through the said

| cured to the upper portion of the window-
frame, a rope passing over said pulley and

lug on one end of the bracket, around the

'speol several times and threucrh the said lug

on the bottom of the bracket and held in a

‘suitable casing carried by the said receptacle,

substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I affix my swnature B

in the presence of two witnesses.
| | WILLIAM i) OREMAN
W1bnesses -
JOHN NOLAND
“A. M. WILSON.
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