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To all whom it may concern: |
~_Be it known that I, ARTHUR LLEWELLYN
CLARK, a subject of the King of England; re-
siding at Rutherford, in the cou nty of Bergen

_ ¥y, have invented cer-
taln new and useful Improvements in Fly-

~ Catchers, of which the following is a full and
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complete specification, such as will enable
those skilled in the art to which it appertains
to make and use the same.

I'his invention has especial reference to
that class of devices for destroying flies and
other insects in a house or dwelling which
are in practice suspended from a ceiling or
other overhead support and which comprise
vertically -arranged cords or strings and a

suttable adhesive-containing holder through

which the strings are charged ; and the object |

~of my invention is to provide a simple, cheap,
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- with stops limiting their movement through |
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“through and

readily-constructed,

the strings or cords may be drawn through the
receptacle and at one operation discharge off
such flies as have been caught thereby and
simultaneously recharge with adhesive, mak-
ing them ready to catch others, a further ob-
ject of the invention being to provide means

‘whereby two strings may simultaneously be

chargedat one operation, and a final object
being to provide improved means for contain-

~Ing the adhesive-charging material and for

retaining it in its holder while permitting
ready access thereto for refilling. o
With these and other objects in view the
invention consists,. primarily, of a fly-catcher
comprising a suitable adhesive - containing
holder provided with means for suspending
it from a ceiling or other overhead support
and two strings inserted through the sides of
the holder and extending diagonally there-
through the opposite sides and
crossing each other and provided at each end

the holder, whereby both strings or cords in
bractice depend from the holder and may by
pulling upon their upper ends be drawn

through the holder, the flies thereon removed,

and the cords recharged with adhesive, so

that by letting them fall they will again de-

pend from the holder ready for use. =
Secondarily, it consists of such a fly-catcher

and perfectly-operating ;
device of this character by means of which |

1

80 constructed in which the holder is made of

two Interfitting parts and supported in a ver-

tical position with its line of division verti-
cally arranged and havin g the cords or strings
passed through the same from each side, as
described, whereby when the device is in op-

erative position the two parts will have no

tendency to separate, but will rather tend to
be retained together: and, tertiarily, it con-
sists of a fly-catcher so constructed of a sepa-
rable holder having a vertical line of division
of its parts and the cords or strings passing
therethrough, as deseribed, and a su pporting-
handle connected with the projecting parts
upcn the outside of the separating parts and
so formed and arranged that the said handle
tends to hold the parts together when the de-
vice is suspended by the said handle, while
yet 1t will permit intentional separation of
the parts without disconnecting the handle.
Inthe accompanyingdrawings,forming part
of this specification, in which like numerals
of reference designate corresponding partsin
the several views, Figure 1 is a front eleva-

tion of a device embodying my invention.

Fig. 2 is an enlarged side elevation thereof
with but a portion of the depending eord
shown, and Fig. 3 is a central vertical section
taken upon the line 3 3 of Fig. 2.

In the practice of my invention I construct
an-adhesive-containing holder 3, preferably
cylindrical in form and composed of two sep-
arable parts 6 and 7, the latter of which fits
over and upon the former in the manner of
a box to inclose the same. Upon the out-
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side of each of the members ¢ and 7 is an ap-

proximately rectangular or octagonal plate 8.
T'hese plates 8 form, with the separable parts
6 and 7, a spool on which ecords or other flexi-
ble devices may be wound.

The part 6 is in practice filled with ail-a,d-

hesive material 9, which is preferably of such

character as to remain in a plastic condition.

This material may also be poisonons to in-

go
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sects, if desired, and it may be sweetened in

order to attract the flies or other insects more

readily. |
Through the side plates 8 I insert the ends

of flexible cords, strips, or tapes 10, which are

100

two in number, and these cords, strips, or
| tapes are preferably composed of fibrous ma-
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terial. As shown in the drawings, they are
passed laterally and diagonally through the
adhesive-containing holder 5 and through the
walls of each part thereof, and the said cords,
strips, or tapes cross each otherin the center
of the said holder.

inthedrawings, are produced by knotting the
cord. | -

To the upper edges of the side plates 3, cen-
trally thereof, are secured or inserted the an-
onlarly-turned ends of the V-shaped hanger
12, the top of which is formed into a loop by

‘means of which it may be suspended from &

ceiling or other overhead or depending or pro-
jeceting support. | |

Tn assembling the parts the cords are in-
serted diagonally and crossing the two mem-
bers of the holder and their ends knotted or
otherwise provided with the limiting-stops 11
and 13. The hanger is then secured to the
holder by inserting ifts angular lower endsin
the side plates 3. If the deviceisto be mar-

keted immediately, or nearly so, the box is

then filled with the adhesive material 9. It
a material is used which is not very moistor

penetrative or likely to become impaired by

remaining in the holder for a time, it is pref-
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erable to fill the boxes before marketing the
devices, whether this filling may be accom-
plished before or after the goods are sold,

~ either by the manufacturer or the consumer.

- 35

The said filling and also the refilling from
time to time of the holder may be accom-
plished byseparating the parts of the holder,
g0 as to leave the main or wider part 6 open
to receive the adhesive material. By refer-

“ence tothe drawings, and particularly to Kig.
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‘3 thereof, it will be seen that in the separa-
‘tion of the members they are each capable of

pivetal movement upon the angular lower

ends of the hanger 12, which is inserted

50
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through the side plates 8, and that they may
be swung outwardly by the separative move-
ment withoutremoving them from the hanger.
Where such removal is for any purpose de-
sired, it is manifest that one of the inwardly-
turned ends of the hanger, or both of them,
may be sprung outwardly to disconnect the

hanger from one or both of the plates 8.

The operation of the device will be readily
understood from the foregoing description,
taken in connection with the accompanying
drawings, and the advantages resultant from
the use of my invention will be manifest to

all who are conversant withfdevices of this
- -¢character. |

6o

Assuming the implement, to be suspended
as shown in Ifig. 1 and it being desired to
use the same, the limiting stops or knots 11

~are seized by each hand and the cords there-

by drawn outwardly, as indicated by the dot--

ted lines in Fig. 1, so that each will pass

through the holder from one side to the other,

crossing the opposite string, and may then be

Each of the cords 18 pro-
vided at each end thereof with limiting stops.
orheads11and 13, which in practice,as shown

688,717

holder to that which they occupied before this
movement, and the previously lowermost

knots 13 will thereby be drawn upwardly into

contact with the holder and will limit this

movement of the cords and prevent their re-
moval from the holder and prevent the lower
ends getting lost in the holder. This move-
ment of the strings through the holder or re-

‘coptacle causes them to be coated with the

adhesive material, and the flies will congre-
gate upon and willadhere to the same. After
the cords have become sufficiently coated with
the insects the knots 13 which are then in
contact with the sides 8 of the holder are
seized and the cords are again drawn through
the holder, this time in the opposite direc-
tion, by which action all of the fliesare scraped
from the cords, while at the same time the
latter are recharged or recoated with the ad-

‘hesive material and will fall down again on

the opposite sides of the holder. This action
may be continued from time to time until the

implement wears out,the holder being refilled,

as required, in the manner hereinbefore set
forth. | -
It will particularly be observed from Fig.
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that by my invention I am not only enabled |

to recharge both strings simultaneously and
let them depend in what is practically the
same position as before and that 1 do this
without changing the position of the holder
or removing it from the support from which
it may be suspended, but that, moreover, the
weight of the coated strings and their degree
of adhesivenessto the outersides of the holder
will tend to hold the parts together against
horizontal swinging or separation, and it will
especially be observed that the hanger 12 will
also hold these two parts together and that
there can be no force tending to separate the
parts in the suspension of the device as shown
in Fig. 1, while all the parts are freely sep-
arable by proper and purposed manipulation.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I elaim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— |

1. A fly-catcher comprising an adhesive-
containing holder coustructed of two inter-
fitting parts provided with means for sup-

porting them in a vertical position from a -

suitable support and having their line of di-
vision vertically arranged, and a plurality of
cords, strips or tapes inserted through the
sides of the holder and extending diagonally
therethrough and through the opposite sides
and crossing each other and provided at each
end with stops limiting their movement

| through the holder and by means whereof the

cords may be seized by either end thereof.
9. A fly-cateher comprising an adhesive-
containing holder formed of two interfitting
separable parts having in the effective posi-
tion of the device a vertical line of division,
cords, strips, or tapes inserted through the
sides of the holder and extending diagonally
therethrough and through the opposite sides
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dropped down on the opposite sides of the i and crossing each other and provided at each
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end with stops limiting their movement | tegral stops limiting their movement through

through the holder, and a handle or hanger
connected with the sides of the separate parts
and tending to hold the sameo together when
the deviee is suspended by the said hanger
adapted to permit intentional separation of
saild parts. | - | .

5. A fly-catcher comprising an adhesive-
containing holder formed of two separable
parts having a vertical line of division in the
effective position of the device, cords strips

- or tapes inserted through the sides thereof

5
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and extending therethrough and adapted to
be drawn therethrough to discharge the flies
and recharge the said cords with adhesive,
and a V-shaped hanger12 having its ends in-
serted through the sides of the said parts and
tending to hold the parts together when the
device is suspended by the said hanger, the

sald parts being movable upon the ends of the

sald hanger. | o

4. A fly-catcher comprising an adhesive-
containing holder composed of two separable
interfitting parts provided with projecting
side plates, two cords, strips or tapes extend-
Ing diagonally through the sides of the holder

and through the opposite sides and crossing |

each other and provided at each end with in-

recharged with adhesive

the holder whereby both cords, in practice,
depend from the holder and may by pulling
upon their upper ends be drawn through the
holder, the flies thereon removed and the cords
so that by letting
them fall they will again depend from the
holder ready for use; said holder in the effect-
ive position of the device having a vertical
line of division or separation of its parts; a
V-shaped hanger 12 having its lower ends
angular and inwardly turned and inserted
through the side plates of the parts of the
holder whereby when the device is suspended
from the said hanger it will tend to hold them
together, the said side plates being movable
upon the angular inturned ends of the hanger
whereby to permit intentional separation of

the parts after the charging or recharging of

the adhesive-containing holder.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed my name, in pres-
ence of the subscribing witnesses, this 27th
day of February, 1901. __

ARTHUR LLEWELLYN CLARK.
Witnesses:

I, A. STEWART,

L. R. BAYER.
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