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OFFICE,

FRANK BARNES, OF WILKINSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA.

FOLDING PIANO-BOX.

| SPECIFIC’ATIO‘N 'formilxig' part of Letters Pa.texit No. 688,578, dated December 10, 1901.
~Application filed September 11, 1901, Serial No, 76,013, (No model,)

1o all z&faom it may coneerw: |
Be it known that I, FRANK BARNES, a citi-
zen of the United States of America, residin g

and State of Pennsylvania, have invented cer-
fain newand useful Improvementsin Folding
Piano-Boxes, of which the following is a speci-
fication, reference being had therein to the ac-
companying drawings, |

This invention relates to certain new and

useiul improvements in folding piano-boxes,

~and has for its object the provision of novel
- means whereby a piano-box may be easily set,

20

25

30,

35

'40

up and knocked down when desired; fur-
thermore, to provide novel means that will
permit a piano-box to be compactly folded for
the purpose of returning the same to the fac-
tory or for storing the case in a comparatively
small space. | - - |

Another object of the present invention is
to construct a piano-box of the above-de-
scribed character that will be extremely sim-

ple in eonstruction, strong, durable, and com-

paratively inexpensive to manufacture; fur-

thermore, one that will be highly efficient in

1{s use. | | | - -
With the above and other objects in view

the invention consists in the novel combina-
tlon and arrangement of parts, to be herein- :

after more fully deseribed, and specifically
pointed out in the claims. | |

and in which—

sition. Fig. 3 is a vertical sectional view of
the lower _
line 3 3 of Fig. 1 of the drawings. Fig. 4 is

& longitudinal sectional view showing a por-

tion of the box taken on the line 4 4 of Fig. 1.

Kig. 5 is a rear elevation of the piano-box.

Iig. 6 is a perspective view of g portion of
the bottom of the piano-box. Fig.7isa per-
spective view of one end of the piano-box.

50 Iig. 8 is a similar view showing a portion of

the under face of the folded side of the piano-
box. |

at Wilkinsburg, in the connty of Allegheny :

partion of the box, taken on the

tion 1.

1n the drawings the reference-numeral 1 in-
dicates the back of the piano-box, having
strengthening - ribs 2’ secured thereon, in
which is formed an opening 3 to receive fas-
tening means that will engage the rear por-
tion of the piano with the box or casing.  To
the rear side of the piano-box are hinged
sides 2, which are hinged at 3 to the rear por-
The lower ends of said hinged sides
2 carry a metallie strip 4, forming a slight re-
cess o between the upper face of said metallie
strip and the bottom of the sides 2.  "I'he said
recess is adapted to receive an inwardly-cx-
tending flange G of the metallic strip 7,which
13 secured to the bottom 8 of the piano-box.
Intheengaging faces 9 of the sides 2 is formed
a recess 10, which extends in the engaging
faces of the top and sides of the sides 2 and is

| adapted to receive the flanges 11 of the chan-

nel-strips 12, secured upon the inner face of
the folding front section 14, which is hinged
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at 15 to the bottom 8, said section being hinged

at 16 to the front section 17, whieh likewise
carries channel-strips 12. The said front sec-
tion 17 is hinged at 18 to the top 19, and the

| reference-numeral 20 indicates a clasp and

75

staple, forming the well-known fastening

means for the purpose of locking the box.
The reference-numeral 21 indiecates a hinge

| eonnection between the bottom and the rear
t side of the box. | |
In describing the invention in detail refer-
ence 1s had to the accompanying drawings,
forming a part of this specification, wherein
like numerals of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts throughout the several views, '

The manner of folding my improved piano-
box is as follows: The sides 2 are folded in-
wardly against the rear portion of the box,
and the bottom is then folded up against the
rear sides, the side 14 extending upwardly

_ o | slightly upon the top of the side, and side 17

Figurelisan end elevation of my improved
piano-box. Fig. 2 is a similar view of the .
same when in a folded or knocked-down po-

and top 19 will assume the position as shown
in Fig. 2 of the drawings. It will be noted
that when in.this folded position the piano-
box will form a compact package, which may
be easily shipped or stored away:.
of the channels -and grooves a tight joint is
formed between the sides, front, and top of
the piano-box, while the engaging flanges of
the bottom seating themselves in the grooves
formed in the side pieces will assure a perfect
joint between the sides and bottom of the pi-
ano-box. | | a |

The many advantages obtained by the use
of my improved box will be readily apparent

| from the foregoing deseription, taken in con-
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‘nection with theaccompanying drawings, and |
it will be noted that various changes may be

made in the details of construction without
departing from the general spirit of my In-
vention.

Having fully described my mvenllon what

I clalm as new, and decm e to secuire by Letters
Patent, is—

IO

1. IﬂﬂpldﬂO box, the COlllbllld,LIOIl of a rear
side, side pieces hmﬂed thereto, a bottom

‘hinged to said side pieces, a front piece
| formed of two

0 sections, a top hinged to the

upper of said sections, sald sidepieces hav-
ing grooves formed therein, channel-strips
carried by said sections of the frons pleces
‘and engaging in said grooves, and interlock-
ing plates secured to the sides and bottom,
substantlally as described.

- 2. Inapiano-box, the combination ofmea,t'

688,578

side, side pieces hinged thetreto, a bottom
hinged to the said side pieces, a front piece

formed of two sections and hinged to said bot-
tom, a top hinged to said f{ront piece, said

side pieces having grooves formed therein,

U-shaped channel-strips carried by the said
front piece and engaging sald side pieces, a
plate carried by said side pieces with a space
between the lower end of said side pieces and

the plate, a metallic strip carried by said bot-
tom and having an mwardly extending flange
engaging sald p]ate in said space substan-
tmlly as descrlbed |

In testimony whereof I affix my sw'natur |
in Lhe presence of two witnesses.

- FRANK BARNES
| Witnescseb

JOHN NOLAND,
E. E. POTTER.
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