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| Be 1t known thatI MARIONS CROSS aem-
zen of the United Sbates of America, remdmn‘
at‘Derver, in {he county of Arapahoe and
State of Colorado have invented certain new

~and useful Implm ementsin Safety Hitehing
- Devices; and Ido declare the following to be

IO

a full, clear, and exact deseription of the in-
nentwn such as will enable others skilled in
the art'to which i 1t appertains to make and use
the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, and to the figures of ref-
erence marked thereon, which form a part of

~ this specification.
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My invention relates to 1mpmvements in
safety hitehing devices for horses.
My improved device is adapted for use in

- stables, on hiteching- posts, and wherever it
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may be necessary to hitch herses or olhei ni-
mals.

My object is to provide a device which shall
render it unnecessary to tie a knot in the
halter-strap, as is reqmred under ordinary

circumstances, and which shall greatly lessen

the difficulty of fastening and unfastening
hitching-straps. -

My 1mp10ved device may also be used as a

buckle and will be found particalarly vala-

~able for use in connection with saddle-girths.
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To these ends the invention consists of the

features hereinafter described and claimed,

all of which will be fully understood by refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings, in which
ig illustrated an embodiment thereof
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of my improved device in use. Fig. 21s

a front elevation of the device. Iig. 3 is a
sectwn taken on the line z x, Fig. E...’. Fig. 4
i1s an end view looking in the duectlon of bhe
arrow in Fig. 3. Fig. 5 is a detail view of the
locking-bal Fig. 6 shows a slightly-modified

- form of constructlon
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The same reference ehmactels mdleate the |

same parts in all the views.

Let the numeral 5 deSIgnate the body por-
tionof the device,which is formed, preferably,

- of metal and as shown in the dmmnﬂs is

rectangular in shape and provided with an
opening 5%,
allel side arms 5° and is closed at both ends,

asshown at 5 and 5%, respectively. Theend 58

ter tightly |

siide freely thereoun.

This body or frame has two par-

is pI‘OVlded w1bh an opemnﬂ' to a,llew it to be-

fastened by means of astaple 6 or other suit-

"abledevice toastationarystructure. Slidably

mounted on the elde arms 5°of this body part
is a locking-bar 7

hooks adapted to slide freely on the arms 5,

. Asshownin the drawings,
the extremltlee ef this barareinrned to form
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which are rounded on one side for the pur-

pose. The manner of securin. the halter-
strap is illustrated in Fig. 1 an = is accom-

plishad by passing the free end.of the strap
up through the opening 5%, over the ar7, and

then down between the bar and end arm 5¢
of the deviee. By pulling on the free end of
the strap the latter may be drawn through the
device «.3 far as desired, while a pull on the
opposite 2nd of the etzap will clamp the lat-
between the bar 7 and the part 5¢.
The end 5% of the body part of the device is
pmvided with two grooves 5", and the hooks

> of the locking-bar are so shaped as to al-

-.10w the bar to be rethoved and.replaced at

pleasme ,

10 prevent the horse from ﬂ‘ra,bbmrr the
sfmp with his teeth where it passes over the
locking-bar and possibly loosen the strap and
anhitch himself, a shield or gunard 8 is em-
ployed and consistsof a [)Lmit_c%“ bent around
the arms 5° as shown at 8% and adapted to
The hooks 8% are also
so shaped that the shield, as well as the lock-
ing-bar, may be removed and replaced at
pleasure by reason of the grooves 35",
shield is further provided with a part 8¢,
which projects outwardly from the part 8

s | and covers the strap and the locking-bar, as
This position it assumes by
oravity when the device hangs down in 1ts.

shown in Fig. 1.

na;tural position. -
In Fig. 6 the top of bhe device is pmmded

The
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with an elongated opening 57, whereby it is

- adapted for use as a buckle..

- Having thus deeembed mymveutlen what

I claim is— -
1. A safety hitching device, comprising a

"body part having paraJlel side arms and a |
closed end, a 1oekmw—bm slidable on the arms
and arr a,noed to cooperate with the closed end -

to clamp the strap, and a shield also slidable
on the body part and constructed to project

| outwardly over the locking-bar, which posi-
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tion it assumes by gravity for the purpose set
forth.

2. The combination with a body part hav-
ing parallel side arms, closed ends, and a cen-
tral opening, a locking-bar slidable .on the
arms and having its extremities bent to form
hooks, one of the closed ends of the frame or
body part, being provided with grooves form-
ing ways for said hooks whereby the bar may
be removed and replaced at will. |

3. The combination of 4 body part having
parallel side arms and closed ends, a locking-
bar slidable on the arms and adapted to co-

- operate with one of the closed ends to clamp
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the strap in place, and a shield slidable on the
sald arms, its sliding part- having hooks, and

-the body part bemg provided with grooves at;

one end to permit the shield to be removed
anrd replaced at will.

4. The combination with a frame or body |
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part having side arms and closed ends, of a
locking-bar slidable on the arms of the body
part, the two parts being constructed to al-

low the said bar to be removed and replaced

at will, and a shield slidable on the arms. of
the body partand adapted to overlap the lock-
ing-bar.

5 The combination of & frame havmﬂ' par-

allel side arms, closed ends and a central open-

ing, a bar slidable on the arms of the frame
and readily detachable, and a detachable
shield also slidable on the arms of the frame
and adapted to overlap the locking-bar.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

MARION S. CROSS.

Witnesses:
DorA C. SHICK,
MaAarY C, LAMB.
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