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To all whom it may concery:

Beitknown that I, Joux O. JEFFRES, a ¢iti-
zen of the United States, residing at Horace,
in the county of Greely and State of Ne-
braska, haveinvented certain new and useful
Improvements in Carpenters’ Clamps; and I
do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the Invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same.

The purpose of thisinvention is to provide
a simple and effective clamp of novel con-
struction for carpenters’ and Joiners’ use to
enable flooring and like work to be foreced up
close to provide a neat and tight joint and to
hold the same while being nailed or otherwise
secured to the joists, studs, or other support-
ing structure.

. The device is constructed most especially
for carpenters’ use to facilitate the laying of
floors and the construction of wooden parti-
tions, the boards being driven up close to-

gether and held while nails or other fasten- |

ings are applied. |

The device or clamp is construeted so as to
bereadily applied toand removed from joists,
studs, and the like of different size, this be-
Ing essential in a device of this character.

Hence the contrivance comprises, essentially,

two parts, a clamp for attachment of the arti-
cle to the joist or like support and a driver
for forcing home the boards when In position.

For a full deseription of the Invention and
the merits thereof and also to acquire a knowl-
edge of the details of construction of the
means for effecting the resnlt reference is to
be had to the followin g deseription and draw-
ings hereto attached.,

While the essential and characteristic foa-
tures of the invention are necessarily sus-
ceptible of modification, still the preferred

embodiment of the invention isillustrated in.

the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the device,
showing it in operative position. Tig. 2 is a
perspective view of the clamp. Fig. 3 is a
sectional detail view.

‘Corresponding and like parts are referred
to In the following description and indicated
in all the views of the drawings by the same
reference characters. .

The device comprises a stock 1, consisting

-

| of a bar or plate, a cam-lever 2 at one end of
| the bar, an adjustable stop 3 at the opposite

end of the bar, and a driving or forcing mech-
anism, the same consisting of a lever 4, piv-
oted to the stock 1, and a dog 5, pivoted to
the lever 4. The stop 3 is pivoted to a slide
6, consisting of a frame of approximately| |
form and embracing three sides of the stock
1, the stop 3 being pivoted to the open or
fourth side and adapted to bind upon the ad-
Jacent side of the stock, so as to hold the stop
In an adjusted position. Thig stop 3 may be

of wood or metal and is pivoted between the
free ends of the legs or side members of the

frame 6 in such a manner as to bind upon
and clamp the stock when the stop 3 is in an
approximately horizontal position, thereby
holding it in the required position.

T'he cam-lever 2 is pivoted to the side of
the stock 1 from which the stop 3 projects
and acts in conjunction with the stop 3 to
clamp the joist 7 or equivalent part to which
the boards 8 are to be secured. The stop 8
18 adjusted with reference to the cam-lever 2
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and width of the joist 7 so that when the

cam-lever occupies an approximately hori-
zontal position the part 7 is firmly clamped
between the parts 2 and 3, thereby fixing the
position of the clamp.

The means for driving or forcing home the
boards 8 consist of the lever 4, pivoted at one
end to an end portion of the sfock 1, and the
dog 5, the latter pivoted to the lever 4 a short
distance from the stock 1.
has been properly positioned the end of the
dog 5 is engaged with the proximal edge of
the board 8 to be forced home and the lever
4 18 operated to bring the dog 5 into contact
with the board to insure its close fit against
the matching board. The parts are so lo-
cated that when the board to be secured in
blace has been forced home the lever 4 will
OCccupy an approximately horizontal position
and the pivotal connection between the dog
o and lever
low a straight line passing through the ex-
tremity or point of contact of the dog 5 with
the board 8 and the pivotal connection of the
operating-lever with the stock 1, thereby pro-
viding a lock-joint which will prevent the
rebound of the lever 4 when released. This

| enables the clamp to be left unattended while

After the clamp
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4 will be about in line with or be-
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‘nailing or otherwise securing the board. |

After the stop 3 has once been adjusted to a
joist 7 or equivalent part of uniform and like
width it is not necessary to shift the same,
and to release the clamp or to secure 1t in
position when shifted it is only necessary to
manipulate the cam-lever 2, as will be readily
understood. Hence thedevice can be quickly

moved from one joist to another or from one
position to another upon the said joist as the

work progresses and as may be required.

It will be observed that the levers 4 and 2
are pivotally mounted upon the same ful-
crum, preferably formed by reducing the
outer end portion of an arm projected later-
ally from the upper end of the stock, a cot-
ter - pin holding them to place by passing
through an opening in the said fulerunm. As
a result of thus mounting the levers the strain
is in a measure neutralized upon the fulerum
when the board last placed in position 1s

forced up and the levers lie in opposite direc-

tions, as shown 1n Fig. 1.

Having thus described the irvention, what

is claimed as new is—
1. In a clamp, a stock, a driving mechan-
ism and a clamp member at one end of the
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stock, and an adjustable clamp member at
the opposite end of the stock, the same com-
prising a |___|-shaped slide to embrace three
sides of the stock, and a stop pivoted between
the side members of the slide and adapted to
bind against the fourth side of the stock, sub-
stantially as described.

2. In a clamp, a stock, a clamp member at
one end of the stock, a cam-lever at the oppo-
site end of the stock and constituting the
other clamp member, an operating - lever
mounted upon the same fulerum with the
cam-lever, and a dog pivoted to the operat-
ing-lever a short distance from its fulerum,

the operating-lever extending in a diametric-

ally opposite direction to the cam-lever when

“the work is c¢lamped, and the pivotal connec-

tion between the dog and operating-lever be-
ing about in horizontal line with the fulerum
of the levers to form a lock-joint, substan-
tially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature

in presence of two witnesses.
[L. 8. ]

JOHN O. JEFFRES.
Witnesses: -
" THOMAS P. LANIGAN,
FLIAS W. JEFFRES.
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