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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, FERDINAND FRANKE, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Louis-
ville, in the county of Jefferson and State of
Kentucky, have invented a new and useful
Wire-Streteher, of which the following is a
specification.

This invention relates to wire-stretchers,
and has for its object to provide an improved
wire-clamp which is arranged to facilitate the
application and removal thereof with respect
to a wire to be stretched and also to insure a
positive grip upon the wire, so as to preclude
the possibility of the device accidentall y slip-
ping upon the wire. _

It isfurthermore designed to provide a com-
paratively small, light, and durable device of
this character for convenience in carrying the
same along a line of fencing, and also to adapt
the clamp for connection with any preferred
or accessible stretching means., |

With these and other objects in view the
presentinvention consistsin the combination
and arrangement of parts, as will be herein-
atter more fully described, shown in the ac-
companying drawings,and particularly point-
ed out in the appended claim, it being under-
stood that changes in the form, proportion,
size, and minor details may be made within
the scope of theclaim without departing from
the spirit orsacrificing any of the advantages
of the invention. |

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side eleva-
tion of a wire:stretching apparatus equipped
with the present form of wire-clamp. Fig, 2
is a detail perspective view of a wire-clamp

constructed in accordance with the present

invention. Fig. 3 is a transverse sectional
view taken through the cooperative wire-grip-
ping parts of the clamp. |

Like characters of reference designate cor-
responding parts in all of the figures of the
drawings. | |

Referring to the drawings, it will be seen
that the present clamp comprises a compara-
tively short straight shank 1, which has one
end provided with an integral segmental head
2, that lies wholly upon one side of the shank
and is provided upon its convex edge with
teeth 3. At the opposite end of the shank
and projected laterally at the same side there-
of with the segmental head is a lateral pro-

Jection orear 4, which is provided with a per-

foration 5, disposed longitudinally of the

shank. A swinging clamp member or jaw
6 1Is mounted at the head end of the shank
and is formed by an angular plate the body
portion of which has one end pivotally con-
nected to one side of the head, as at 7, so
that the opposite angularly-related portion

3 may -project laterally across the toothed

convex edge of the head to codperate there-
with. The inner face of the portion 8 is pro-
vided with teeth, as plainly illustrated in Kig.
2 of the drawings, and also has an outer lon-
gitudinal flange 9, that overlaps the OpPPo-
site outer side of the segmental head, so as to
form a brace against lateral strain upon the
swinging clamp member. At the inner or
rear end of the portion 8, which projeects be-
yond the adjacent rear edge of the body 6,
there is provided an outwardly-directed arm
10, projected in a direction opposite to that
of the flange and provided with a terminal
pertoration or opening 11 for the reception of
a clamp-operating device preferably in the
form of a cable 12, which also passes rear-
wardly and loosely through the perforation
in the projection or ear 4 at the rear end of
the shank, the forward end of the cable be-
ing fixedly connected to the arm ordinarily
by means of a stop 13, formed by a knot in

the arm, so that by drawing rearwardly upon
the cable the swinging clamp member will
also be swung rearwardly to codperate with
the segmental head. | |

In using the device as shown in Fig. 1 of

the drawings the free rear end portion of the
cable is connected to any suitable stretching
device—as, for instance, a windlass 14—that

‘18 in turn connected to a post 15 or other fixed

support, and then the swinging clamp mem-
ber 6 is swung forwardly, so as to clear the
segmental head, as shown in Fig. 2, after
which the wire 16 to be stretched is applied
laterally between the swinging clamp mem-
ber and the head, and then the windlass is
operated to draw upon the cable, thereby
swinging the clamp member 6 rearwardly to
grip the wire between the toothed portions of

the segmental head and the other clamp mem-

ber. Thus the greater the strain upon the

| cable the tighter the grip of the clamp upon
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the wire, so that accidental slipping of either
part is precluded. The clamp can be readily
released immediately upon the reduction of
the strain upon the cable by swinging the
clamp member 6 forwardly by means of the
arm 10 as a finger-piece, whereby the removal
of the clamp is facilitated. -

What is claimed 18— o

A wire-clamp, comprising a shank, having
an integral lateral perforate guide at one end,
a segmental integral clamp-head at the oppo-
site end thereof and upon the same side with
the guide, the convex edge of the head being
toothed, a swinging clamp member pivoted
to one side of the head, and having a lateral
flange at its free edge and projected across
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the toothed edge of the head, the inner side
of the flange being toothed to codperate with
the head, a longitudinal flange at the outer
edge of the former flange and overlapping the
opposite side of the head, a lateral arm at the
inner end of the toothed flange, projected in
the same direction as the guide, and a cable
connected to the arm, and passed loosely out-
ward through the perforate guide.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in

two witnesses.

the presence of L
S FERDINAND FRANKE.

Witnesses: | |
ALvVA J. WELKER;,
J. D. HAYNES.
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