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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, FREDRICK SCHNECKEN-
BURGER, a citizen of the United States, and a
resident of Wilkesbarre, in the county of Lu-
zerne and State of Pennsylvania, have invent.-
ed a new and Improved Match-Safe, of which

the followingisa full, clear, and exact deserip-
tion. |

The purpose of the invention is to so con-
struet a match-safe that but a single mateh

can be removed therefrom at a single opera-

tion and whereby when a match 18 removed
an alarm will be sounded.

A further purpose of the invention is to pro-

vide a sliding device whereby one match at

each operation of the slide will be carried from |

& receptacle throngh which the slide works
and automatically delivered at the exterior of

‘the safe in such position that it can be quickly

and conveniently removed or picked up.
Another purpose of the invention is to pro-
vide a mechanism in connection with the slide
which will hold the mass of matches in such
position that the position of a sin gle mateh on
the slide as it rises will noi be disturbed.

The invention consists in the novel con- |

struction and combination of the several
parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth,
and pointed out in the claims,

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar characters of reference indi.

cate corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the im-
proved device. Fig. 2 is a vertical section
taken aboutcentrally through the device; and
Fig. 3 is a vertical section in 1 plane at right
angles to that of Fig. 2, passing through just
to the left of the slide 21 in that figure and
looking from left to right.

A represents a receptacle, which may be of
any desired shape. In the drawings, how-
ever, the receptacle is shown as of rectangular
shape and with a flaring base B, upon which
a roughened surface C is formed, against
which the head of the match is to be struck.
In the front face 10 of the receptacle A a ver-
tical groove 11 is produced, and upon the up-
per edge of the said front piece 10 a shelf 12
1s secured in any snitable or approved man-
ner, which shelf extends inward and upward
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ward and outward beyond the front face of
the receptacle. Theshelf12ig provided with
a central cavity 13, and at each side of the
sald cavity a flange 14 is formed on the outer

55

longitudinal edge of the shelf, and the matech
which is to be delivered from the receptacle

falls upon the shelf or table 12 and rolls down |

against the flanges 14, The match may be
readily removed from the shelf or table 12,
owing to the recess 13 at the central portion
of said shelf, which admits of the match be-

ing readily grasped, as the match when on the

table extends over the said recess or opening
13.  An inner front partition 15 is located
just back of the front section or panel 10 of
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the receptacle; but the lnner partition is suifi-

ciently removed to provide a space 16, in
which space a block 17 is held to slide, the
said block being provided with an attached
knob 18, the shank of which knob extends out
through the slot or groove 11 in the front face
or panel of the receptacle. The space in

which the block 17 moves is regulated in width

by suitable side battens (not shown) located

at each side of its center.
In the upper central portion of the inner

vertical partition 15 a recessis produced, and

in this upper recess a roller 18* is mounted to
turn. A tape 19 or its equivalent is passed
over this roller, and one end of the tape 1s se-
cured to the sliding block 17 by means of an
eye 20 orits equivalent. Thistape after pass-

Ing over the roller 18* is carried down at the

Inside of the partition 15 and is secured in
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any suitable or approved manner to the upper

portion of a delivery-slide 21, which delivery-
slide is usually made of metal—as, for exam-
ple, lead—and is quite heavy. The upper
face or edge 22 of this delivery-slide is pref-
erably beveled downward in direction of the
front of the receptacle, and when the de-
livery-slide 21 isin its normal position (shown
in Fig. 2) the lower end of the delivery-slide
enters a recess or cavity 23, made in the base
B. At the lower central portion of the said
delivery-slide a lug 24 is bivotally attached,
which lug is capable of folding up against
the delivery-slide in an upward direction, but
1s prevented from assuming other than a hori-
zontal lower position, which latter position

| 18 the normal position of said lug.
at the top portion of the receptacle and down- |
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The receptacle A is provided with a mateh-
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receiving compartment I at its upper per-
tion, and this match-receiving compartment
is formed by introducing into the said recep-
tacle at its upper portion a downwardly and
forwardly inclined partition 25, the upper
face of which when the delivery-slide is in 1ts
lower or normal position constitutes practi-

~ cally a continuation of the upper inclined

IO
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‘Fig. 2.

edge 22 of the said slide, as is also shown 1in
The matches placed in the compart-
ment E naturally gravitate to the lower por-
tion of the compartment, and eonsequently
rest against the tape19. The lowermost for-
ward match will find a bearing upon the up-
per inclined face or edge 22 of the delivery-
slide. In order to prevent this lowermost
forward match from being accidentally dis-
lodged from its position on the delivery-slide,

an angular plate 26 is slidably secured to the |

tape 19, just above the upper inclined edge
of the delivery-slide, as is also shown 1in Fig.
2. so that when the button or knob 18 1s
pressed downward and the delivery-slide 21

is raised the match which is on the top edge

29 of the said slide 21 will be carried up by

said slide, the plate 26 forcing out of the way H

the matches above and m front of the one tc

~ be delivered. The reason for making the
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plate or separator adjustable 1s to adapt it to
matches of different thicknesses. |

A top A’ is provided for the receptacle A,
and this top is preferably provided with an
upper central opening in which a transparent
pane 27 is located, so that the operation of
the device is visible to the operator. This
top or cover A’ may be and preferably 1s se-
cured to the receptacle by meansofa suitable
lock 28. The top or cover A’ is provided with
an opening 29 at the front, and this opening
is just above the shelf or table 12, as shown
in Fig. 1. The cover A’ is provided with a
curved channel 30, which comm unicates with
the front outlet 29, as shown in Fig. 2, a por-
tion of this eurved channel 80 being formed

by the inner partition 15 and its attachments.

Springs 31 are secured to the rear of the re-
ceptacle A, and these springs extend for-
wardly and upwardly to the top of the inner
partition 15, and when a match 1s carried up
by the delivery-slide 21 the match is forced
past the springs 31 and enters the passage or
groove 30 and slides down the said passage 1o
the shelf or table 12. A gong 32 or other form
of alarm device is secured, preferably, to the
back of the receptacle A below the inclined
partition 25, as is also shown in Fig. 2, and

- this gong is adapted to be struck by a ham-

- 6_0

mer 33, held in an upper position by a spring
34, the hammer being fulerumed upon a suit-
able support 35, and the forward end 36 of
this hammer is engaged by the lug 24 on the
delivery-slide as the said slide ig carried up-
ward to deliver a mateh, and this lug at that
time forces down the striking end 33 of the
hammer against the resistance of the spring
34. When the lug 24 leaves the forward end
36 of the hammer, the spring 34 forces the

|
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striking end of the hammer to an engagement
with the gong, thus sounding an alarm at
about the time a match has been delivered.
When the delivery-slide returns to its initial
position, the lug 24 is carried upward and
does not act upon the hammer 33 of the gong.
With reference to the angular separating-
plate 26, (see Figs. 2 and 3,) this is arranged
to overhang the top edge of the slide above
the match that is to be lifted, and with the

slide moves along the inner vertical face of

| the partition-wall 15, so that as the angular

plate 26 rises with the slide said plate 26
crowds the superincumbent matches laterally
away from the match held on top of the slide,
so that the mateh is not disturbed or dis-
placed as it rises through the mass of matches
above it. ' ” _ _ '

I desire it to be understood that the alarm
device may be omitted if so desired, but usu-
ally its presence is desirable, and that the
match-box may be hung upon a wall or made
to rest upon a support, and, further, that
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round or square matches can be used in the

device with equally good results.
ITaving thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— | o |
1. In a match-safe, the inclined bottom re-

{ ceptacle for the matches, a delivery -slide
' adapted to receive a match on 1ts upper edge
and working vertically, a superposed pulley,

a fiexible connection extending from the top
of the slide around the pulley, and a sec-
ond depressible slide attached to the flexible
connection and having a handle projecting
through a vertical guide-slot in the case, a
spring extending over the match-receptacle
to the pulley, and a case having a discharge
passage-way extending over and in front of
the pulley, substantially as and for the pur-
pose described. | -

" 2. A match-safe having a match-delivering
slide provided with alifting-tapeand an over-
hanging guard-plate on the lifting-tape above
the match-seat, for the purpose of relieving
the mateh, which is to be ejected, from the
weight and stress of the superincumbent
matches when rising through the same as de-
scribed.

3. In a match-safe the inclined bottom re-.

ceptacle for matches, a delivery-slide adapted
to receive a match on its upperedge and work-
ing vertically, a superposed pulley, a flexible
connection extending from the top of theslide
around the pulley, a second depressible slide
attached to the flexible connection and hav-
ing a handle projecting through a vertical
ouide-slot in the case, and an ‘overhanging
ocuard-plate for the slide attached to the flexi-
ble connection at a point immediately above
the mateh-seat of the slide substantially as
and for the purpose described.

4. In a match-safe, the combination, with a
receptacle provided with an inclined partition
dividing the same into a lower compartment
and an upper match-receiving compartment,
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a delivery-slide having vertical movement in !

both compartments or chambers, a button
having sliding movement at the exterior of

the said receptacle, a connection between the

sald button and thedelivery-slide, and a sepa-
rating device carried by the said connection,
and located just above the delivery-slide, of
an upper section for the receptacle, provided
with a chute having an exit at the exterior
of the said upper section, which chute is ar-
ranged to receive at its inner end a match
carried upward by the delivery-slide, springs
attached to the said receptacle, leading to
the mouth of the said chute, and a shelf or
table extending beyond the outer face of the
receptacle and connected with the outlet of
the chute which receives the match, as de-
seribed. |

5. Ina match-safe, the combination, with a
receptacle havingaspring-controlled outlet at
itsupper portion, and a match-receiving cham-
ber having an inclined bottom, of a weighted
slide having movement through the mateh-
recelving chamber, the upper face of the
weighted delivery-slide in its normal position
constituting practically a continuation of the

bottom of the match-receiving chamber, a pro-

jection from the face of the receptacle, a guide
device for the said projection having sliding
movement in the said receptacle, a tape at-
tached to thesaid guide device, a guide-roller
for the upper end of the tape carried by the
body of the:-said receptacle, the inner end of
the tape being adapted to be attached to the
said delivery-slide, a separating device for
the matches, attached to the inner member
of the said tape at a point above the upper
face of the delivery-slide, an outlet for the

matches, located above the said chamber, |

9

springs located at the mouth of the said out-
let and operated by the movement of the said
delivery-slide, and exterior means for receiv-
ing a mateh from the said outlet, as set forth.
- 6. In amatch-safe, the combination, with a
receptacle havinga spring-controlled outlet at
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its upper portion,and a mateh-receiving cham-

ber having an inclined bottom, of a weighted
delivery-slide having movement through the
match-receiving chamber, the upper face of
the delivery-slide in its normal position con-

stituting practically a continuation of the

bottom of the mateh-receiving chamber,a pro-
jection from a face of the receptacle, a guide
device for the said projection, having sliding
movement in said receptacle, a tape attached
to said guide device, a guide-roller for the
tape, carried by the body of said receptacle,
the inner end of the tape being attached to
sald delivery-slide, a separating device for
the matches, attached to the inner member
of said tape at a point above the upper face
of thedelivery-slide,an outlet for the matches,
located above the said chamber, springs lo-
cated at the mouth of said outlet and operated
by the movement of said delivery-slide, an
exterior means for receiving a match from
said outlet, an alarm device located below the

match - receiving chamber, and a striking

mechanism for the alarm device operated
through the action of the said delivery-slide,
as described. |
In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses.
| FREDRICK SCHNECKENBURGER.
Witnesses:
JOHN SUPPLY, |
H. J. SCHNECKENBURGER.
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