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To all whony it may concern:

Be it known that I, SALLIE G. McCLAIN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Phila-
delphia, county of Philadelphia, and State of
Pennsylvania, have invented a certain new
and useful Improvement in Safety-Pins, of
which the following is a specification.

- My invention relates to a new and useful
improvement in safety-pins, and has for its
object to provide a safety-pin in which the
pointed member of the pin proper is formed

with an inward curve, so that it will present

greater resistance to any strain put upon the
same when in use.
A further object of my invention is to form

the end of the pin upon which the sheath is
fastened in such a manner that it will be sim-
ple in construction and yet strong and da-
rable.

Another object of my invention is to pro-

‘vide a covering for the spring-coil which will

prevent the fabric from becoming entangled
therewith. |
- With theseends in view thisinvention con-
sists in the details of construction and combi-
nation of elements hereinafter set forth and
then specifically designated by the claims.
Inorderthat thoseskilledin the art to which
this invention appertains may understand

how to make and use the same, the construe-

tion and operation will now be desecribed in
detail, referring to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming a part of this specification, in
which—

Figurelis aside elevation of the pin closed.
Fig. 2 i3 a section on the line 2 2 of Fig. 1.
Fig. 31is asection on theline 3 3 of Fig. 1, and
Fig. 4 is an elevation of the covering for the
coll in its blank form.

In carrying out my invention as here em-
vodied, A represents the shank of the pin; B,
the usual spring-coil; C, the pointed member
or pin proper, the point of which is adapted
to be held when the pinis closed by the sheath
D. The shank A at this sheath end of the
pin is coiled upon itself, as represented at A2
so as to describe nearly a cirele, the end A’
meeting and lying in contact with the shank
A. The sheath D is formed around this coil
formed in the end of the shank A and incloses
the wire, except at the end which receives the
point of the pin. This portion is made wider,
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so that when the point of the pin passes up
either side of that portion of the coil AZ?
which is directly under this widened portion
of thesheath the pin will be received therein
and held against displacement. The point of
the pin when it is within the sheath will be
out of contact with the coil A? and lie in front
of the same by reason of the curvature of the
said coil; but when the pin is pressed down-

ward to disengage the same from the sheath

1t will first come in contact with the rounded
sarface of the coil, and it will select its own
passage either one side or the other of the
downwardly-extending portion of the coil.
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The pin proper, O, I form with a curve bent

lnward toward the shank A, as the strain
upon a safety-pin is generally outward. This
curvature in the pin Cis for the purpose of
offering greater resistance to any such strain,
for the pin would have to be bent outward
so that-it would be in a straight line from the
spring-coil B to the sheath before it would be
bent in a curve outward, so that the point of
the pin would be drawn from the sheath.

- It is obvious that it will take a greater
strain to bend the pin outward to a straight
line than it would to curve the pin ocutward
if it were originally made straight. Of course
the curvature of the pin could be more or
less than that shown in the drawings without
affecting the spirit of the invention at this
particular point. TFor the protection of the
spring-coil B, I provide a covering I, which
in 1ts blank form will be of the shape shown
in Fig. 4. This will be bent around the coil,
and the end E' passing between the pin C
and the shank A will lap over the end E?
and this covering will be pressed into the
coil B, so as to form a depression upon each
side thereof and hold the same securely in
place. This covering E will prevent the coil
B at every point from catehing in the fabrie
through which the pin is inserted.

The advantages of my invention are that
by bending the wire at the sheath end of the
pin so that it will eoil back upon itself and
then in covering said coil with a covering
of thin metal, one end of which acts as the
sheath for the point of the pin, T cause a
portion of the coil A? to act as a divider, so
that the point of the pin can be inserted in

| the sheath from either side, and by using
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this coil A? as a divider it presents a round-
ing surface for the point of the pin to come
in contact with when the said pin is de-
pressed for the purpose of removing it from

the sheath. Thus a much simpler construc-

tion is employed, which will reduce the cost

of manufacture and also will overcome the

disadvantage of dividers which terminate
within the sheath.
present a surface to the point of the pin in
its downward travel upon which the same
can lodge, and thus dull said point and retard
the operation of the same.

‘Another advantage of my invention is that
by forming the pin C with an inwardly-bent
curve I cause the same to withstand a

- greater strain, so that it is less liable to be

20

30

bent outward, so as to withdraw the point of
the pin from the sheath.

A further advantage of my invention is in
entirely covering the spring-coil B and thus
preventing danger of fabric being ecaught in

said coil and damaged.

IHaving thus fally desceribed my invention,
what I claim as new and useful is—

1. Asanew article of manufacture,a safety-
pin composed of a body portion and a pin

proper, one end of the body portion being |-
coiled upon itself, a sheath arranged above

this coiled portion, a spring-coil connecting
the pin proper with the body portion, a cover-

ing forsaid coil adapted to inclose the same, |

Such dividers sometimes
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a curvature formed in the pin proper, said

curvature extending from the spring-coil to
a point near the point of the pin, and said
curvature being curved inward toward the
body portion of the pin, the pin-point when
lying within the sheath adapted to be out of
contaet with the coil formed with the body
portion, but when pressed downward adapted
to pass upon either side of the coil, substan-

tially as described and for the purpose speci-

fied. |

2. In combination in a safety-pin of the-
| character described, a spring-coll connecting
the pin-point with the body of the pin, a cov-.

ering for sald spring-coll consisting of an
elongated strip of metal which 1s wrapped
entirely around the coil and passing between
the spring member and the body portion so
as to protect the coil upon both sides, said
covering after being wrapped around the
coil indented into the eenter of the coll upon
both sides for the purpose of holding the
covering in place, substantially as and for
the purpose sef forth. |

In testimony whereof I have hereunto af-
fixed my signature in the presence of two sub-
seribing witnesses.

SALLIE G. McCLAIN.

YWitnesses:
MARY K. HAMER,
I.. W. MORRISON..
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