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OFFICE.

~ OLOFF N. SANDERS, OF LAGRANGE, ILLINOIS.

. CLOTHES-LINE REEL.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 637,942, dated Ijecemb_Er 3, 1901,
| A}ﬁplicatiﬂn filed Degember 20,1800, Serial No. 40,655, (Nomodely

To all whom it may COnCEerw:

. Be it known that I, OLOFF N. SANDERS, a

citizen of the United States, residing at La-

~grange, in the county of Cook and State of

Illinois, have invented new and useful Tm-

- provements in Clothes-Line Reels, of which
- the following is a specification. |
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invention consists in

from the yoke of the shaft
‘Wwith inwardly

‘adapted to interlock and which ean be 80 ar-

- Thisinvention relatestonewand useful im-
provements in ¢lothes-line reels; and its pri-
mary object is to provide a device of simple
construetion which is light and durable and
which is provided with means whereby the
line may be unwound at a desired speed.

‘A further object is to provide means of
peculiar construtction whereby the reel may
be turned for the purpose of untwisting the

rope without necessitating the release of the

handle. -~ o | |
With these and other objects in view the

providing a yoke, be-

tween the ends of which is mounted a reel

formed, preferably, of wire wheels arranged
~at opposite ends of a shaft.

A crank is ar-
ranged at one end of the shaft and is pro-
vided with a suitable handle, whereby the
shaft may be revolved, Sprin g-yokes extend
and are provided
- extending loops which are

ranged as to clamp the rope passing there-
between, if desired, thereby retarding its mo-
tion. |

The invention also consists in providing a
handle which is loosely mounted upon a bolt
extending from the center of the yoke of the
reel, and a thumb-nut is mounted upon the
outer end of this bolt and is adapted when

furned inward to clamp upon the handle and

hold the same fixed upon said bolt. A wire
or rod is loosely connected to one of the ears

of'the thumb-nut and is adapted to swing

into a longitudinally-extending slot formed
within the end of the bolt, and this rod serves
the purpose of a crank when it is desired to re-
volve the yoke without releasing the handle.

The invention also consists in certain novel
features of construction and ecombination of
parts, which will be hereinafter fully de-

scribed and claimed, and illustrated in the

accompanying drawings, showing the pre-

ferred form of my invention, and in which—
~ Figure 1 is a side elevation of thereel, the

1

‘position of the eclothes-line thereon being
shown in dotted lines. Fig. 2is a. top plan
view. Fig. 3is a section on the line # 7 of
Fig.2. Fig.4isadetail view of the yoke,show-
ing its loops and bolt. Fig. 5 is an end view
of the yoke. | : |

Referring to the dmwings by numerals of

reference, 1isa yoke, within the ends of which
1s journaled a shaft 2, having a crank 3 at one
end, said crank being provided with a han-
‘dle 4, whereby the same may be readily
grasped and turned. Wheels 5 are secured
to the shaft 2 at points adjacent to the ends
thereof, and these wheels are of the same size

and are preferably formed of wire. A coil-

spring 6 surrounds the shaft 2 and bears at
one end against a collar on the yoke-shaft and
at the other end against the yoke, and this

springserves to prevent the reel from unwind- -

Ing too rapidly when the rope is being drawn

| therefrom. Strips 7 of spring metal, prefer-

ably wire, extend longitudinally from the
ends of the yoke; and these strips are bent
inward at the center to form loops § and 9,
respectively. One of these loops 8 overlaps
the intermediate portion of the remaining
loop 9, and the sides of the loop 8 are bent so
as to form recesses adapted to receive said in-
termediate portion of theloop 9. By this con-
struction the spring-strips 7 may be moved
from or toward each other and may be locked
in adjusted position. It is of course under-
stood that these strips are pivoted to the ends
of the yoke, 80 as to permit the same to be
swuang from or toward each other.

A bolt 10 extends longitudinally from the
center of the yoke 1, and the free end thereof
is threaded, as at 11, and provided with g lon-

| gitudinally-extending slot 12. A handle 13

is loosely mounted upon the bolt 10, and a
thumb-nut 14 engages the threaded end of
sald bolt and is adapted when turned inward
to clamp the handle in position thereon. A
rod 15 is pivoted to one of the ends of the
thumb-nut and when swung inward will en-

' gage the slot 12 of the bolt, and said rod can
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then be used as a crank for turning the bolt

within the handle 13 after the thumb-nut has
been removed from contact with said handle.

One end of the clothes-line is adapted to be
secured to the reel, after which the line is

| wound on the reel, and the remaining end is
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then inserted between the loops 8 and 9. It
will of course be understood that the clothes-
line can be readily wound upon the reel by
turning the same by means of the erank 3.

Should theline become twisted while the same
is boing wound, itis merely necessary tothrow
the rod 15 into engagement with the end ot

the bolt 10, and said rod can then be used as
a crank for turning the bolt. As this bolt is
secured to the center of the yoke, it 18 obvi-
ous that the yoke will turn therewith, the bolt
10 revolving within the handle 13. After
the line has been wound upon the reel the
handle 13 is clamped upon its bolt 10 by re-
leasing the rod 15 from engagement with said
bolt and then turning the thumb-nut 14 in-
ward until the same clamps upon the handle.
If it is desired to unwind the line rapidly, the
loops 8 and 9 are pressed toward each other,
so as to throw their intermediate portions far-
ther apart. Thelinemay then bedvawn from
the reel without having 1fs' movement re-
tarded bysaid loops. The spring 6 upon the
shaft 2, however, will prevent the reel {rom
revolving too rapidly. When it is desired to
retard the movement of the clothes-line, the
intermediate portions of the loops should be
pressed toward each other until the rope is
clamped therebetween. 1t will of course be
understood that the recesses formed in the
loop 8 will receive the intermediate portion
of the remaining loop 9, and thereby lock the
loops in either of the positions to which they
are moved.

By referring to thedrawings it will be seen
that the pivotedrod 15 is provided with a loop
or eye 16 at its free end. This is provided
so that the device can be readily suspended
from a hook or nail when not 1n use..

In the foregoing description I have em-
bodied the preferred form of my invention;
but I do not wish to be understood as limit-
ing myself thereto, as I am aware that modi-
fications may be made therein withoutdepart-
ing from the principle or sacrificing any of
the advantages of thisinvention, and I there-

687,042

forereserve to myself the right to make such

changes as fairly fall within the scope thereof.

‘Having thus described the invention, what

is claimed, and desired to be secured by Let- 50

ters Patent, is—
1. The combination with a yoke; of a reel
journaled therein, spring-metal strips pivoted

to the yoke, inwardly-extending loops formed
with said strips and adapted to overlap each
other, one of said loops being provided with
recesses for the reception of the intermedi-
ate portion of the remaining loop, and means
for revolving the reel.

2. The combination with a yoke; of a reel
journaled therebetween, pivoted strips ex-
tending from the ends of the yoke, spring-
loops formed with said strips and extending
toward each other and normallyoverlapping,
one of said loops being provided with recesses
for the reception of the intermediate portion
of the remaining loop, a crank for revolving
the reel, and means contacting with the reel
for retarding the movement thereof.

3. The combination with a yoke, of a reel
journaled therein, a bolt projecting from the
voke and slotted at its outer end, a-handle
loosely mounted on said bolt, a nut upon the
bolt, and a rod pivotally secured to said nut,
and adapted to be swung into the slot of the
bolt. |

4, The combination with a yoke; of a shaft

journaled therein, wheels secured to the shaft,

a coil -spring mounted upon the shaft and
adapted toretard the movement of the wheels,
spring-strips pivoted to the ends of the yoke,
and loops extending inward from said strips
and adapted to overlap, one of sald loops be-
ing recessed toreceive the intermediate por-
tion of the remaining loop.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

OLOFF N. SANDERS.

Witnessés:
F. T. DU VON,
R. L. FELLOWS.
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