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- UNITED STATES PATENT

NELLIE 8. KERR, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

HIP-FORM. GIRDLE.

- SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 687,839, dated Deceniber 3, 1601,
_. - Application filed February 27, 1801, Serial No. 49,057, (No model.)

'Ta‘ wll whom it meal CoOncerw.:
Be 1t known that I, NELLIE S. KERR, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Chicago,

in the county of Cook and State of Illinois, |

have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Hip-Form Girdles; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of theinvention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
1t appertains to make and use the same.

- This invention relates to ecertain new and

useful improvementsin ladies’ apparel, being
what I call a ““hip-form girdle.”

It has for its object, among others, to pro-
vide a simple, cheap, and convenient and

easily-applied device that shall be thoroughly |

efficient in its operation, comfortable to the
wearer, adjustable as occasion may require,
and one that can be applied to any human
form. Itcan beworn with or without corsets

and does not interfere in the least with the
action of any organs or of any other article of |

apparel. - By its use one is enabled to obtain
a perfect form, eonforming to nature’s lines,
based on the height,

hips. Forexample, atwenty-four-inch waist-

35

40

line calls for a corresponding hip measure-

~ment of forty-one inches. " This I accomplish

by padding thin women and holding the pads
securely in place by means of the girdle and
by eliminating the pads and tightening the

‘girdle on fleshy women.. The adjustability is
dependent upor the mode of construction, the:
play in the front fastening, and elimination |
orsubstitution of padsof variousthicknesses.

Other objects and advantages of the inven-

tion willhereinafter appear, and the novel fea-

tures thereof will be particularly pointed out
in the appended claims. | ) |
The invention is capable of embodiment in

a variety of forms, that preferred being herein

illustrated. |
The invention and the mode of use are

clearly illustrated in the accompanying draw-

ings, which, with the letters of reference
marked thereon, form a part of this specifica-
tion, and in which— - '
Figure 1 is a perspective view showing the
device in position upon a human form. Fig.
2 13 an enlarged perspective view of the de-

vice removed. Tig. 81isa viewlooking at the

_ circumference of waist, I
and distance between the waist-line and the

|

thereception of the stays or ribs.

| outside of the girdle. Fig.4isan underneath

view showing the pads. Fig. 5 is a vertical
section through the device complete.
Like letters of reference indicate like parts

‘throughout the several views. | ‘
In carrying out my invention any suitable

material may be employed, cut according to
scale from patterns, and it consists of two
front portions or sections a a, two side sec-
tions 0 b, and two rear sections ¢ ¢. These
are united at their lines of juncture in any
suitable manner. At suitable points there
are provided suitable ribs, bones, or the like,
as seen at d, which may be held in place in
suitable pockets formed in the material by
parallel rows of stitching, asseen ate. These
ribs may be of any required size, length, and
number and possessing the proper degree of
flexibility or resiliency. These pockets in
which the stays or ribs are retained may be
formed between the material of the girdle
proper and separate pieces f, secured thereto,
the lines of stitching by which these pleces
aroe secured in place forming the pockets for

are disposed at proper angles, so as to give
the desired contour to the device, and while
I have chosen to show seven sets of these ribs
or stays it is evident that the number may
be varied as may be desired. A suitablebind-

Ing g may be employed at the upper edge,.

as shown, and at the lower edge there may
be a similar binding % and, if desired, an or-

namental trimming ¢ of any desired charac-

ter, although it isevident this may be omitied,
1f desired. S

The front sections a o are provided with
some means by which the meeting edges of
the girdle may be detachably secured to-
gether. Various forms of fastening may be

employedforthispurpose—such, forinstance,

as 18 seen in Fig. 2, wherein I have chosen to
show slotted plates j, secured to a steel ', re-
tained in a pocket at the outer side of the
oneg section ¢ and adapted to engage headed
studs %, secured to a steel or plate %/, re-
tained in a pocket at the adjacent edge of the
other front section a. I prefer, however, to
provide the front sections o a with eyeleted
holes /, which may or may not be in a plate
or plates I, secured in pockets at the outer
edges of said sections, a fastering lace or tape

These ribs .

55

60

75

80

90

95

100




Oy

IO

20

25

360

35

40

45

2 687,839

m being provided, which is laced through the
eyelets, and after proper adjustment of the
device about the body is made the lace or
tape is suitably tied, so as to retain the de-
vice in position. |

n represents pads of any suitable character

and of any required number, in this instance
being shown as being composed of five, one at

each end, one at the center, and one between
the center and each end. These pads may be
formed of any suitable material and vary in

‘size and thickness, according to the accom-

panying girdle, and, as seen in Fig. 4, are cut
in general conformity to the girdle-pattern.
They are preferably provided at their upper
edge with a binding 0. These pads are de-
signed to be detachably secured in position
to the upper edge of the girdle by any suit-
able means, such as stitches p, or any other
means of detachable connection may be em-
ployed. The central pad is disposed cen-

trally of the girdle, and the ribsor stays of the

girdle are so disposed that one series at least
shall be opposite one of the pads.

The mode of use will be readily understood
fromtheabove desceription when takenin con-
nection with the annexed drawings, and a
further detailed description thereof 1s mnot
decmed necessary. |

It will be seen that I have provided an ar-
ticle of wearing - apparel for ladies that is

novel, capable of manufacture at minimum |

cost, and one which will give to the form the
requisite contour or outline without betray-
ing its presence, and one which is capable of
use by ladies regardless of theirsize, and while
the structural embodiment of my invention
as herein disclosed is what I at present con-
sider the preferable I do not wish to restrict
myself to the precise details of construction
and arrangement of parts hereinbefore set

forth, but reserve the right to make such

changes, variations, and modificationsas may
properly come withiu the scope of the protec-
tion prayed.

Importance is attached to the fact that the
band be of inelastic material and that it be

| of suff

cient width to inclose the pads, where-
by the pads are secured firmly in place at
their lower extremities. By this construction
the pads are kept from wabbling and the re-
quired shape or contour given to the person
and this shape retained.

What I claim as new is—
1. A device for the purpose described, com-

prising an inelastic band with transversely-
disposed stays and fastening devices, and
pads of less length and height than said band,
and attached to the inner face thereof, as set
forth.

2. The improved article of apparel herein
described comprising an inelastic band in sec-

tions secured together, stays disposed trans-

versely of the length of the band opposite the
points of union of said sections, fastening
devices for the ends of the band, and pads
formed in sections conforming to the shape of
the band and detachably connected to the in-
ner face of the band at the upper edge only,

substantially as described.

3. A hip-form girdle composed of inelastic
sections secured together and provided with
transversely-disposed stays, a binding at the
upper edge, a binding at the lower edge, a
trimming on the lower edge, and a plurality
of pads of less height than the band and se-
cured together and following the contour of
the said band and having a binding at the
upper edge secured to the top binding of the

band, as set forth.

4, A hip-form girdle composed of a band of

sections secured together and provided with

transversely-disposed stays, and a plurality
of pads of less height than the band and se-
cured together and following the contour of
the said band and having their upper edge
secured to the inner face of said band, sub-
stantially as shown and described.

In testimony whereof I af

in presence of two witnesses.
NELLIE 8. KERR.

Witnesses: ,
- AvustiNn KERR,
IDA JOHNSON.

ix my signature
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