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To all whom it ?:rz,a,y COTLCECFTL !
Be 1t known that I, DAVID RADCLIFF, a ¢iti-

zen of the United States, residing at Malta,

 in the countyof Dekalb and State of Illinois,
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have invented a new and useful Horse-Collar
Fastener, of which the followin g 18 a specifi-
cation. -

This invention relates to a collar-fastener;
and the object of the same is to provide a
positively-operating device of this class hav-

ing a simple construetion and readily applied
to a horse-collar in an adjustable manner to

control the securement and release of the up-
per terminals thereof. S

The invention consists in the construction
and operation of the several parts, which will

be more fully hereinafter deseribed and

claimed. --

In the drawings, Figure 1 isa longitudinal
vertical section of the improved device, show-
Ingindotted lines the upverterminal portions

~of a collarin operative relation thereto. Fig.
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2 18 a detail perspective view of theim proved
device. Fig. 3is adetail perspective view of
a slightly-modified form of the fastener.
Similar numerals of reference are em ployed
to indicate corresponding partsin the several
views. - g * |
Referring to Figs. 1 and 2, the numerals 1

and 2 designate connecting members com-
posing the fastener, each member being bi-
furcated, as at 3, to provide opposite arms 4,

which are longitudinally slotted and formed
with lower transversely-extending V-shaped
ribs 5 to bear firmly against the collar and pre-
vent slipping of the members. Theinnerend
ol the member 1 is overlapped by the simi-

. lar end of the member 2, and at a distance

40

from the edge of the said inner end of the

member 1 are upstanding stop projections 6.

The inner end of the member 2 is thickened
and formed with a shoulder 7 to abut against
the inner end edge of the member 1, asshown
by Fig. 1, to form a flush joint of the members
at the center of the under sides of the same.
The inner end of the member 2 is of a trans-
verse extent slightly less than the distance
between the projections 6, so as to pass be-

tween the latter, and at opposite sides the

inner end of the said member 2 is provided
with half-sockets 8, which are open at their
outer portions to flushly receive the projec-

k)

tions 6, as clearly shown. The inner end of

the member 1 is also provided with a pair of

upstanding studs 9, which are adapted to
passthrough correspondingopenings 10 in the
iInner end of the member 2, and these studs,
interlocking with the said openings 10, coact-

ing with the shoulder 7, prevent the members

from rising accidentally and becoming. de-

tached through the movement of the collar-
terminals to which the fastenerisapplied; but

“when the member 2 is manually raised from

the member 1 to clear the studsof the latter

‘thesaid members can be readily drawn apart.

The arms 4 are adjustably attached to the
collar-terminals by means of nutted bolts 11,
which are passed through the collar, as indi-
cated by Fig. 1, and to maintain the position
of the members after adjustment the ribs
heretofore explained are employed and sink
into the upper surface of the collar-terminals.

The form of the fastener shown by Fig. 3
1s similar in all particulars to that just de-
scribed, except that the studs 9 and openings
10 are omitted, and the parts or members are

held connected by means of a bail 12, which

1s terminally pivoted to the projections 6 of
the member 1 and is adapted to be thrown
over the outer edges of the half-sockets 8 of
the member 2, as clearly shown by Fig. 3.

- Byforming the projections 6 withinner ver-
tically-straight edges, as shown, and the sock-
ets & with vertical recesses to receive the said
projections downward movement of the two
members when connected will be prevented,
particularly when the parts become slightly
worn, and simple auxiliary fastening means
can be used and dispense with the usual in-
terlocking hooks, which require a tedious op-
eration in assembling or disconnecting the
same. By having the sockets closed at their
inner sides and open at their outer portions
lateral shifting movement of the two members
1s prevented, and this movement would be
liable to take place if the socket were not con-
structed as set forth, particularly in the form
of the device shown by Figs. 1 and 2, wherein
the studs 9 loosely project through the open-
ings 10, and by obviating such lateral move-
ment the connected portions of the collar are
held in positive immovable relation. By

forming the sockets in the manner set; forth a

further advantage arises in overcoming any
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tendency for the projections to stick when |

separating the two members.

The improved device in either of its forms
will be effective in securely holding collar-
terminals united, is strong and dmable, and
comparativelyinexpensivein the cost of man-
ufacture.

Having thus described the invention, what

18 cl::umed asS new 18—

1. In a collar-fastener, a pair of members
havinglongitudinally-extending bifurcations

to prowde opposite arms each of which is lon-
gitudinally slotted, the inner end of one mem-
ber having upstandlnrr stop projections, one
at each 81de the other member having an
overlapping inner extremity to lie between
the said projections and provided with half-
sockets with vertical recesses therein to re-
ceive said projections, the inner end of the
member carrying the sockets also being pro-
vided with a shoulderto abut against the 1n-
ner end of the adjacent member, and means
tor preventing the inner engaﬂ*ed ends of the
members from becoming accidentally discon-
nected.

2. In a eblhr fastener, the combination of’

two members having thelr inner ends con-
structed to overlap, tlle inner end of one mem-

ber having upstanding projections, one at |

each side, the inner edge of each projection
being vertically straight, the inner end of the
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other member having upwardly - extending
half-sockets with vertical recesses therein to
receive the said projections and also provided
with & shoulder extending fully thereacross
to abut against the inner edge of the member
carrying the projections, and means for fas-
tening the inner ends of the members to pre-
vent accidental disengagement of the same.
3. In a collar-fastener, the combination of

two members having their inner ends con-
structed to overlap, the inner end of one mem-

ber having upstanding projections, one at
cach side, thes inner edge of each projection
being ver Lmally stra,w'hb the inner end of the
othel member hfwmﬂ' upwmdly extending
half-sockets with V@I‘tl@dl recesses therein to
receive the said projections and also provided
with a shoulder extending fully thereacross
to abut against the innev ed ge of the member
carrying the projections, and a pair of studs
carried by the inner end of the member hav-
ing the side projections to removably engage
corresponding openings in the inner end of
the member hdvmﬂ‘ the sockets.

In testimony thdt I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my sw*natule in

the presence of two witnesses.
DAVID RADCLIFY.

Witnesses:
E. WILLETT,
D. CLAXTON.
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