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To all whom it 7nay COTLCETTL: |
 Beitknown that I, ERNEST LUCAS EWBANK

of Hendersonville, in the county of Henderson |
and State of Nmth Carolina, have invented a
new and useful Improvemenh in Wire Fences,
| their sides, so that When the small end is in-

of which the following is a ‘speclﬂeatlon

The object of my invention is to provide a
 simple, practical, and cheap wire fence which
may be expedltmusly put up or taken down
without special tools and by unskilled work-
men and which shall also be strong and da-
rable and adepted to be eonstrueted either of
plain or barbed wire or twisted cable.
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It consistsin the special construction of the
iron posts, in combination with the wires and

I5
fastening - wedges, together with suitable
braces for the corners, as I will now proceed
to descubemth reference to the drawmcrs in
which— |
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my fence. Fig. 2 is an enlarged vertical sec-
tion througha pa,rt of the post and retaining-

wedge, ehowmﬂthe wire locked In place there- _-

by. Fw‘ 3 is an enlarged front view of the
same perte Figs. 4, 5 and 6 are enlarged
details of the Wedwe Fw 718 a 1n0d1ﬁee-_
tion of the post nsed for ﬂ'radual curves.
8 shows in section on lme 8 8of Fig. 7 the po-
sition that the prongs of the post occupy to
30 the curved line of fence Fig. 918 a detail

- view of the fence-postand gete-han cer wedges.

Fig. 10 is'a detail of a modified form of post |

“In the drawings, A and A*are the fence-
poets of which A is a corner-post and A? an
intermediate post. These posts are made of
cast-iron, wrought-iron, or steel and are to be

either sohd or hollow with large fluke-shaped
bases G, Whlch are to be firmly anchored in
the n'round The posts may beround, square,
tua.ngular, or any other desired ehape in
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“cross-section and have along one side, at the

intervals the wires are to be apart, dovetail
or undercut notches E, having a small out-
. let or opening and Wldenlnﬂ' therefrom in-
45
- form symmetrical overhanging edtres |

W represents the wires, which may be either

plain, benbed or cable twisted or woven wire.

These wires are inserted in the notchesin the

' 5o posts and are there retalned by iron or steel |

‘Figure 1 isaside view of a corner- secmen ef |

Fig,

wardly on both sides of the outlet 80 as to

r

| wedges H

| against the wire. |
driven in'it passes under the overhang1n 70

These wedges have their outer
faces a smaller than the1r inneér faces ¢ and
haveineclined sides, which in eross-section cor-
respond to and fit under the overhang of the
notches. The wedges are also tepered along 55

serted into the notches E and the Wedge is
driven in it will tighten in its seat. On the

1under and broader Slde of the wedge there is
formed a corrugated groove 0, extendlnﬂ* along 60
the middle llne of Sald side. |

The Wedﬂ’e 18
also thicker at its wide end, and Lhe-greove b
at the wide end may be somewhat larger than
it is at the narrow end, so as to fit larger size

wire, thus allowing the Same wedge to beap- 65

plied to different sizes of wire. When the
wire is laid i a notch E, the wedge H is ap-
plied to the same, with ‘the groove 0 fitting
Then when the wedge is

symmetrlcal edges of the notch and jams the

wire against the post by reason of the taper

until the wire and wedge are tightly held to
the post. This forms a very secure and sim-
ple joint or connection and one that may be 75
easily and qmekly loosened to take down the |
fence or repair the strands by simply tapping
with a hammer on the small end of the wedge.
To brace the corner-post, it is formed near

the top on two sides with sockets D to receive 8o

the ends of the inclined braces B, the lower

ends of which are received into coueepond-

ing sockets D' in a short brace-post C.  This
brace- pest is formed with an undercut netch

E' to receive a wedge H, by which it is se- 85 -

cured to the lower fence wire and by whichit
is firmly held against the thrnst strmn of the -
brace B. -
- For 1ntermed1ete postsInse the form shown -
at A?, except when describing a curve, and go -
in such case I use a post of the kind shown .
at A®, Fig. 7, which has near its top a notch
D* to reeewe a brace and at its bottom is

| forked at G', the forks of which are made to |

straddle the curve line of the fence f, Fig. 8, 95
so that the pull on the radial line of the

curve, due to the tension of the wires, will -~

be resisted by the double anchorage in the
ground of the two prongs G' G'. - If the curve-

i not of very small radius, the donble base Ioe o
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only may be sufficient; but when the strain
1s increased by a sharp curve both the double
base G' G’ and the brace B may be used.

Yhenthereis an opening through the fence
for a gate, the fence-post is made as at A* in
Fig. 9, in which an ‘undercut slot of large
size 1s made near the top and bottom of the
post, and the wedge is formed, as shown at
H', with pintle-arms i’y the upper one of
which is turned down and the lower one up
to prevent the gate from being lifted off the
hinges. A pin /i* through a hole in the small
end of the wedge keeps it from accidentally
coming out. The wedge-plate forming the
base of the hinge is also adapted to perform
the function of a wire - fastener,

- readily nnderstood.
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Indefining myinvention Wll.h greater clear-
ness 1 W(}H]d state that I am aware that fence- |

wires have been retained in seats in the posts
by wedges and I do not claim this broadly.

In Figs. 1, 2, and 3 the undercut notches of:
the posts areshowninthecorners; butI.would .
have 1t understood that I do not limit myself
to this arrangement, but may place them in-
the flat side of the post, and for corner-posts.

there may be two sets of slots or notches in

said flat sides, as seen at A° in Fig, 10, The
wedges may also be made of a definite size
to suit the wire used and be numbeled ae- .
| wedge being made of greater vertical width
in transverse direction than it is in thickness

cordingly.

In construeting a fence according to my in-

vention the wedges are driven in from the
advance side, so that the tension of the wires

will have a tendenecy to draw them in instead -

of loosening them. Thusin Fig. 1 the fence
is to be constructed from the left-hand side
of the figure toward the right and the wedges
are driven in from right to left.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim asnew, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, i1s—

1. A wire fence comprising -a metal post

having dovetail notches along its edges with
bload vertical bases and equa,lly inclined

sides, horizontal wireslocated in said notehes,-
and flat wedges each having inclined edfres |

co:ue%pondlnfr to those of the notches, said
wedge being made tapering from a wide end

to a narr’ow end with a double convergence,
that is.a convergence of its two flat mdes |
and a convergence of its two edges, and smd

wedge being “also made of greater vertical

Width In transverse direetion than 1t 18 in |

as will be-----h
| stantlally as deserlbed
8. A wire fence comprising a metal post

887,142

| thickness substantmlly as and for the pur

pose described.

2. A wire fence comprising a metel post
having dovetail notches along its edges with
broad vertical bases and equally-inclined
sides, horizontal wires located in said notches,
and flat wedges each having inclined edges
corresponding to those of the notches, said
wedge being made tapering from a wide end

to a narrow end with a double convergence,

that 18 a convergence of its two flat sides,
and a convergence of its two edges, and said
wedge being also made of greater vertical
width in transverse direction than it is in
thickness and having on its inner broad face
a longitudinal groove to form a wire-seat sub-

angular in cross-section and provided with
dovetaill notches formed transversely across

1 its corners and intersecting the two adjacent

side planes of the post, said notches having
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broad bases and equally-inclined sides, hori-

zontal wires located in said noteches, and flat
wedges each having inclined edges corre-
sponding to those of the noteches, and said
wedge being made tapering from a wide end

to a narrow end with a double convergence,

that is a convergence of the two flat sides,
and a convergence of the two edges, said

and having on its inner broad face a longitu-

dinal groove to form a wire- -seat substantlall} .

as descllbed

4, An iron fence-post for wire fences hav-
ing a slot with overhanging edges combined
Wibh a tapered wedge formed with a pintle-

30

Sl

pin for the gate- hmﬂ'e substantially as de-

scribed.
5. A locking-wedge for the wire of a wire

fence made in cross-section wider on one side
with an equal taper of each edge to the nar-

row side and having two flat sides converg-
ing 1n their planes and two inclined edges
also converging toward the same end of the
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wedge and having also on the broad flat.side

a mlddle lonmtudmal groove substantially as
and for the purpose described.

"ERNEST L. I]WbANIx

Witnesses:
1. If. ORR, |
GEO. . YALENTINE.
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