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.To all whom it mayy concern:

Beit known that I, SAMUEL J. VVEBE a clﬁ—

- zen of the United. Stetes resrdmﬂ' af; Mmden

 fo)

20

~ showing the platens in a di

g

in the parish of Webster and &ta,te of Lou-

isiana, have invented certain new and useful

Improvements in Presses, of Whlbh the fol-

lowing is a specification.

My invention relates to presses for com-
pressing bales and to that class of presses in
which each platen consists of a plurality of
‘sections the faces of which may be brought
to the same plane or at about right angles to |

each other; and mny invention consists in com-

bining mth such platen means whereby the

seetlens may be positively rocked, as fully

set forth hereinafter and as 1llustrated in the

accompanying drawings, in whlch-—-

sufficient of a Compress to 111ustrate my im-

provements; Fig. 2, an enlarged sectional ele-
vation of part of the press. Fig. 3is a plan
ol one of the platens, Fig. 1; Flb 4, a view

from Figs.land 2. FKigs. 5, 06,and7are views

illustrating different means of construecting, |

suppmtmm and e.ctuatmg the platen sec-
tions. |
The supports A a,nd B of the pletens may

. be both movable or one fixed and one mov-

30

45

-2, 4, 5, and 6, or by provl_dl_nﬂ' curved fa,ces

able, as in ordinary presses, with any usual
or suitable means for carrying them from or
toward each other with the pressure requisite

to compress the bale between the platens
supported by the platform. Each platen con-

sists of a plurehty of roekmfr sections a b,
two of such sections being shewn each sec-

tion consisting of a series of pla,tes connected

together and separated sufficiently for pas-
sage of the bands and notched to permit the
ends of the plates of the opposite sections to

overlap to a slight extent, as best shown in

Fig., 2. If desired, however, each section
may consist of a single cast-metal piece. The
sections are supported to rock upon their sup-
ports either by pivots ¢, as shown in Figs. 1,

a; on the support to constitute bearings on

- which the sections may rock, as shown in

50

Fig. 7. In either case the sections of each
platen may be brought to a position with
their faces substantially in the same plane
to receive the.Dbale, as shown in Figs. 1, 2,

|
F.

""erent pesmon_

i
|

bale to the extent required..
- Where greater force 1s reqmred or where
it is not posslble to secure fluid at the desired

end G retamlnfr thle posu;mn until: the balej

is partly compressed and thereafter the sec- .
| tions may be rocked until their faces are
nearly at right angles to each other, as in -

Figs. 4 and 5, to thereby COMPIeEsS the side
por rtions of the bale to a greater extent than.

| the ceentral portion, formmn* side faces at. =
6o

Sprmﬂ's s tend to keep: the sections in the po-
The pivotal
points or fulera of the rocking sectrens are SO
arranged approximately below the ‘middle

substantially right .angles to each other.

sitions shown in Figs. 1 and 2.

lines of the upper faces of the sections when

said faces are horuontal that the direct pres-

sure of the bale thereon has substantially

been pressed vertically to the desired degree

the sections are swung upon their fulcm' -

gradually carrying thei'r inner ends toward

the supports, while the platens are brought

no. tendency to rock the seetion, which may
{ therefore maintain- this posrtlon until the

| bale is compressed vertically to the desired
extent without any substantial alteration of
its eross-sectional form. After the bale has

70
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toward each other until the side portions of .
the bale are compressed to produce at each

| side two faces at right angles to each other.

To thus rock the sections, I make use of any
suitable operating means which will posi-
tively impart or secure the desired movement

at the proper time. . As shown in connection
with the lower platen Figs. 1 and 2, each

section is connected by a rod e to a plStOIl f

in a cylinder g, ,to which a-fluid under any

| desired pressure is admitted through a pipe
h.

In the construction shown a hqmd would
be employed and there wotuld be, preferably,
a plurality of cy linders with their correspond-

ing pistons and connecting-rods, and the ac-

tuating fluid being under very high pressure

Q0

would lt"re,due.lly bllt. the sections to carry up

their outer ends and eompress the SIdes of the

pressure—as, for instance, when steam is

95

used—the piston-rod ¢ of a steam-cylinder.j

may be connected with one of two toggle-le-

vers k | to operate the same to swing the con-

ICO

nected section of the platen with the upper

platen in Figs. 1 and 2.

In Fig. 6 there is shown a single eylmder_“ '_ -
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m, containing two pistons, between which the
motor fluid is passed, each piston connected
by a connecting-rod with the opposite section
a or b of the platen

In Fig. 5 the inner ends of the sections are
formed mto curved racks f, engaging each
other, so that the two sectlons mll swing to-
ﬂ‘ethel
~ In Fig. 6 the means for swinging the sec-
tions consists of a rock-shaft s prowded with

eccentrics ¢, straps 7 of which are provided

- with arms v, pivoted to the sections a b, so

I5
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that the wfukmfr of the shaft will impart the
desired movemeut% to the sections.

Without limiting myself to the precise con-
struction and anmwement of parts shown, I

claim—
1. In a compress, the combination of upper

and lower platen-supports, and platens there-

on, each consisting of two rocking sections,
and means for positiviey rocking said sections
to carry their faces from substantially the
same plane to planes at about right angles to
each other, substantially as set forth.

2. In a compress, the combination of upper

and lower platen-supports, and platensthere-

on each consisting of two rocking sections,
and means, independent of those for carry-
ing the platens toward each other, for roek-

ing said sectlons to carry their faces from
bUbSt&ﬂtlall} the same plane to planes at
about right angles to each other, substan-
tially as set forbh |

3. The combination in a press-platen, of op-
positely-arranged rocking sections, the faces

of which constitute the pressmw-faees, and

devices for applying power to rock said sec-
tums, substantially as set forth.

30
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The eombination with the platen sup-

ports of a press, of platens each In two rock-
ing sections having fulera arranged to pre-
vent the sections from rocking under the di-
rect pressure of the bale, and means for ap-

‘plying power to rock the sections, substan-

tially as set forth.

5. The combination in a press-platen, of oPp-
positely-arranged rocking sections connected
to rock together, and the faces of which are
the plesc.mmfaces, and devices for applying
power to rock said sections, substantmﬂy as
set forth. |
- In testimony wheleof I have smned Iy
name to this specification in the presence of

two subseribing witnesses. |
: SAMUEL J. WEBD.

\Vltnesses
J. JOSEPH MCCARTHY,

VW. CLARENCE DUVALL
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