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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, GEORGE NEWTO‘E

CLARK, a citizen of the United State%, resid-

ing at Dlyudﬂ'e, in the county of Grant and
btate of Xentucky, haveinvented a new and

useful Buckle, of which the following is a i

specification.

My invention relates to buckles, and more
particularly to that class of buckles known as
‘““tongueless” and which are generally used
upon harness; and it has forits object to pro-
vide a buckle whiech can be quickly and
cheaply made and readily fastened or re-
leased and operates to prevent slipping of
the parts after they have been coupled or as-
sembled in conjunction with a strap or straps.

The invention consists in the construction
and arrangement of parts hereinafter more
particular ly set forth.

In the accompanying drawmﬁs in which
the same reference-numeral mdlcates a Ccor-
responding partin each of the views in which
1t occurs, Figure 1isa plan view of a buckle
embodying the invention and shown in op-
erative eonnection. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal
sectional view of the same. 1fig. 3 is a per-
spective view of the parts detached.

Referring to the drawings, 1 and 2 re-
spectively indicate the frame and coupling
member, each of which is in the form of a
plate. The frame is perfectly flat and is pro-
vided with two transverse slots 3 and 4, one
near each end, the slot 3 being longer than
the slot 4, and the coupling member 2 also
has two slots 5 and 6, the rear one, 6, being
preferably  broader than the slot 5. The
frame 1 18 wider than the coupling member
2, so that in assembling the parts the main

'pornion of the said member is passed through

the slot 3 of the frame until it is stopped by
shoulders or projections 7 7, formed at the
end of the member adjacent the slot 5 and
produced by cutting away the edges of the
latter for the entire lenﬂ'th of each side from
the said shoulders or projections. - The end

walls of the slot 5 are bent or curved tosuch
an extent that the extreme end 8 or portion
beyond the slot will stand above the main
portion of member 2 to permit the main por-
tions of the two parts to lie approximately
flat against each other on one side and the
opposite end portions to lie flat against each

| other on the other side.

‘down through the slot 4 and,

portion 8 of the member 2.

| When the two parts
are thus arranged, the member 2 is perma-

nently secured to a portion of the harness by

passing a strap 9 through the slot 6 and
securing it in the usual manner, and thus
form a lock to prevent the separation of the
said parts of the buckle until after it has
been removed. To secure the end of an-
other strap 10 to the buckle, 1t is first passed
ap through the slots 3 and 5, then back and
if desired,
throughtheslot6,whichis made broad enough
for the two stmpq Anystrain upon thestrap
10 will eause it to engage with the front wall
of the slot 3, which is plefembly formed sharp
to move readily from a biting edge to hold and
cause the frame1l to '%hn'htly move longitudi-
nally upon the member 2. This movement
of the frame will also cause the rear wall of
slot 3 to force the strap against the front wall
of slot 5, which is also the rear wall of the end
It will also'make
the rear wall of theslot 4 engage with the end
of the strap 10 and force it against the front
wall of the slot 6, thus clamping the said strap
firmly in two places.  The bend of the strap
in being passed through the two sets of slots
will assist in holding the strap within the
buckle.

If the rear portion of the frame 1 is forced
away from the member 2 by the interposition
of the free end of the strap between said
parts, the pressure of the strap upon the un-
der side of the front of the frame will cause
the latter to act as a lever, using the lugs 7
as fulera, and thereby the frame made to

- clamp the free end of the strap more tightly

between it and the member 2. This tend-
ency of the rear portion of the frame to sepa-
rate from the member 2 is also partially over-
come by the engagement of the front and rear
walls of the slots 3 and 5 with the top and bot-
tom, respectively, of the strap that is between
them.

Having thus described the invention, what
is c¢lalimed as new is—

A buckle comprising a perfectly-flat metal-
lic frame-plate 1 of rectangular form and hav-
ing transversely- extenduw rectangular slots
3 an_d 4 adjacent to opposite euds, the slot 3
being longer than the slot 4, and a coupling

| member 2 also flat for a greater portion of its
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iength and having one end struck up and |

curved over so thattheextreme end portion 8
will horizontally bear on the upper portion of
one end of the plate 1, the side edges of the

F

686,934

between the cut-away side edge portions of
the member 2, whereby the end portion 8 may
be ingerted through the slot 3 of the plate 1
when obliquely arranged and locked in con-

member 2 being cut away almost their entire | nection with said plftte when homzontally dis-

lenn‘th to form the opposite side projections

the struck-up end of the member 2 and the
adjacent portion of the latter being formed
with a slot 5 and the opposite flat extremity
also provided with a slot 6, the plate 1 being
wider than the member 2 and the distance be-
tween the end walls of the slot 3 of said plate
1 being approximately equal to the distance

Wi

posed.

In testimony that I elaim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE NEWTON CLARK.
Witnesses:
JERRY ATKINS,

A. D. BLAINE.
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