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To all whom it mualy concerw:

Beit known that I, JoEN W. CONBOY, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Hamil-
ton, Butler county, Ohio, (post-office address
No. 828 Buckeye street, Hamilton, Ohio,) have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Garment-Supporters, of which the
following is a specification.

This invention, pertaining to garment-sup-
porters, relates to a clasp to beattached to the
waist-hem of the trousers upon the inner
surface of the trousers and adapted to engage
the hem at the waist of the drawers and pre-
vent the drooping of the same.

Whilethe device has been designed particu-
larly with reference to the sapporting of

drawers from the hem of the trousers, it is ob-
viously applicable for other garment-support-

Ing purposes. -

The invention will be readily understood
from the following description, taken in con-
nection with the accompanying drawings, in
which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a portion
of the waist-hems of the trousers and drawers
provided with my improved supporter or
clasp; Fig. 2, a face and an edge view of the
supporterorclasp detached from thegarment;
Kig. 3, a perspective view of the device de-
tached from the garments; Fig. 4, an exte-
rior face view of the supporter or clasp hav-
ing attached to it a button by means of which
1t may be united to the waist-hem of the trou-
sers; I'ig. 5, an exterior face view of the sup-
porter or clasp illustrated as being formed of
wire, the other figures illustrating the device
as being formed of sheet metal; and Fig. 6, a
perspective view of the supporter or clasp
when provided with a safety-pin attachment
as & means for uniting it to the waist-hem of
the trousers.

In the drawings, 1 indicates the waist-hem
of the trousers; 2, the waist-hem of the
drawers, whichit is desired shall be su pported
ataboutthesameheight asthatof the trousers,
the object of my invention being to conven-
lently secure such support; 3, my improved
supporter or clasp, the same being perma-
nently or temporarily secured to the inner
surface of the waist-hem of the trousers, pref-
erably at positions.corresponding with those
of the suspender-buttons, so that the weight

*

of the supported drawers is imposed with sub-
stantial directness upon the straps of the sus-
penders, thus preventing the downward drag-
ging of the hem of the trousers. at points
where such hem is unsupported by the sus-
penders, my preference being that a pair of
my supporters or clasps be provided upon the
waist-hem of the trousers, one at each side
of the front center of the same; 4, a button
attached permanently or temporarily to the
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waist-hem of the trousersand to thesupporter

or clasp, this button coming upon the outside

~of the hem of the trousers and serving as one -

of the suspender-buttons, Fig. 1 illustrating
thisbutton asbeingsewed at once to thehem of
the trousers and to the head of the supporter
or clasp,while Fig. 4 shows the button as being
permanently secured, as by riveting or other-
wise, to the head of the clasp independent
of the hem of the trousers; 5, the head or up-
per portion of the clasp, by means of which it
1s to be attached through the medium of the
selected means to the hem of the trousers; 6,
two prongs projecting downwardly from the
head of the supporter or clasp; 7, a central
prong projecting downwardly from the head
of the supporter or clasp between the side
prongs 6 and being deflected rearwardly some-
what out of the common vertical plane of the
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said prongs 6; 8, forwardly-projecting points

or hiooks at the lower extremities of the side
prongs 6, the same being sharpened, so as to
be adapted to grip or penetrate the fabric of
the hem of the drawers, and 9 in Fig. 6 a
safety-pin attachment provided upon the head
of the supporter or clasp and adapted to serve
in lieu of sewing or a button as a means for
securing the supporter or clasp to the hem of
the trousers.

(O

Referring to Fig. 1, let it be assumed that

one of these clasps is provided upon the in-

‘ner surface of the hem of the trousers in the

neighborhood, preferably, of one of the sus-
pender-buttons at the right and another one
ati the left, regardless of the means by which
the supporters or clasps are secured to the
hem of the trousers so long as the attachment
1s secure and leaves .the prongs of the sup-
portersorclaspsfree. Thehem ofthe drawers

18 to be inserted upwardly against the rear .

face of the central prong 7 and against the

| front faces of the side prongs 6. TUnder these
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conditions the ordinary tangential and verti- ] done by providing the trousers with button-

cal strain upon the hem of the drawers causes
the fabric of the drawers to bear against the

‘hooks 8 and cause the latter to penetrate the

fabric. The drawers are thus satisfactorily
supported. To detach the drawers from the
clasp, it is only necessary to press outwardly
upon the fabric of the drawers near the hooks,
thus unhooking them and permitting the hem
of the drawers to slip down out of engage-
ment with the prongs of the clasp.

The clasp may be made of thin sheet metal,
as illustrated in the general figures of the
drawings, or it may be formed of wire, sub-
stantially as illustrated in Fig. 5. 1t is de-
sirable that the clasp be as light as possible
congistent with strength. Itisto beobserved
that in Figs. 2, 3, 4, and 6 the central prong
7 has an opening inits center. This opening
is a mere expedient for lessening the weight
of the structure.

The clasp may, as heretofore stated, be
either permanently or temporarily affixed to
the hem of the trousers, which may be ac-
complished by sewing the head of the clasp
to the trousers or by providing the head of the
clasp with a button, eitheran ordinary button

or a so-called ‘“bachelor-button,” to engage a

buttonhole in the hem of the trousers or by
providing the head of the clasp with a pin or
analogous device by which it may be readily
attached. In Fig. 1 I illustrate the clasp as

- sewed to the hem of the trousers by the same
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sewing which attached the button thereto.
In such case the clasp would be a permanent
attachment of the trousers, and this is the
plan preferably adopted for trousers provided
Figs.
2, 3, and 5 illustrate the clasp as adapted for
thus being sewed to the trousers either with
or independent of a button. Fig. 4 1llus-
trates the clasp as having a button 4 attached
to it and adapted for engagement with a suit-

able buttonhole in the hem of the trousers.

Such buttor: may thus serve merely as the
means for attaching the clasp to the trousers,

- orit may, in addition, serve as one of the sus-

pender-buttons. In Fig. 6 I illustrate the
head of the clasp as provided with a safety-
pin attachment, permitting the clasp to be at-
fixed to the hem of the trousers in an obvious
manner. | '

The clasps, regardless of how they are af-
fixed to the hem of the trousers, may be at-
tached at any desired poinfs around the body
or around the waist-hem of the trousers; but
my preference is to attach them at points
corresponding with front suspender - but-
tons upon the trousers, thus causing thesus-
pender-strap to give direct support to the
drawers and avoid the downward dragging of
unsupported parts of the hem of the trousers.

~This may be done, as illustrated in Iig. 1,

by securing the clasp upon one of the sus-

65 pender-buttons at one sewing, or it may be |

holes at the desired point to be engaged by a
button provided on the clasp, as shown in
Fig. 4, such button serving to attach the clasp
and to receive a suspender-strap.

When the device is used for the supportof
other garments than drawers or for support-
ing from other points of attachment than the
hem of the drawers, the manner of attachment
and use will readily suggest themselves to
the user and may be fully comprehended in
the instruction to attach the head of the clasp
by any suitable means to the desired point on
the garment which is to provide the support
and to engage the prongs of the clasp with a

presenting edge of the garment which is to be.

supported. |

I claim as my invention— |
1. In a garment-supporter, the combina-
tion, substantially as set forth, of a head
adapted to be attached to the inner surface
of the waist-hem of trousers, a pair of prongs
projecting downwardly from said head and
adapted to engage the inner surface of the
hem of the drawers, hooks or points provided
upon the lower extremities of said prongs and
adapted to penetrate the fabric of the drawers
when laid against the face of said prongs,
and a prong projecting downwardly from said
head between the first-mentioned prongs and
adapted to press the fabric against said hooks
or points when the fabric is under strain.

2. In a garment-supporter, the combina-
tion, substantially as set forth, of a head
adapted to be attached to theinner surface of
the waist-hem of trousers, a pair of prongs
projecting downwardly from said head and
adapted to engage the inner surface of the
hem of the drawers, hooks or points provided
upon the lower extremities of said prongs
and adapted to penetrate the fabric of the
drawers when laid against the face of said
prongs, and a prong projecting downwardly

from said head between the first-mentioned

prongs and deflected inwardly out of. the
common plane of said first-mentioned prongs
and adapted to press the fabric against said
hooks or points when the fabric is under
strain.

3. In a garment-supporter, the combina-

| tion, substantially as set forth, of a pair of

substantially parallel prongs, hooks on the
extremities thereof adapted to penetrate a
fabric laid against the face of said prongs, a
third prong disposed substantially parallel
with and having substantially the samelength
as the first-mentioned pair of prongs and
adapted to press the fabric againstsaid hooks,
and a head integrally uniting said three
prongs and adapted for attachment to the
carment which is to furnish the support.
. JOHN W. CONBOY.

Witnesses: |
JAMES W. SEE,
ELMER R. SHIPLEY.
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