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To all whom it may concerr:

Beit known that I, JoEN D. MARTIN, a citi- |

zen of the United States, residing at Moore-
field, in the county of Independence and State
of Arkansas, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Fence-Making Appa-
ratus; and I do declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which itappertainsto make and use
the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, and to the letters of ref-
erence marked thereon, which form a part of
this specification. |

Thisapparatus relatestonewand usefulim-
provements in apparatus for making fences,
and especially to the provision of a set of
sprocket-wheels which are mounted in brack-
ets on a board or bar, and which wheels are
slotted to receive two stationary and parallel
wires that pass centrally through the wheels,
while the wires which are to be twisted about
the panels of the fence are held by a notched
or recessed disk as the sprocket-wheels are
caused to rotate.

Theinvention will be hereinafter more fully
described and then specifically defined and
illustrated in the accompanying drawings,
which, with the letters of reference marked

thereon, form a part of this applieation, and

in which—

Figure 11is aside elevation of my apparatus
shown as applied to the parallel wires which
support the panels of a fence. Fig. 2 is an
enlarged detail view of the apparatus. Fig.
3 1s a detail view of the tension device. Fig.
418 a side or face view of one of the wire-
twisting wheels. Tig. 5 is a sectional view

centrally through the wheel shown in Fig. 4. |

Fig. 6 is a detail view of a wire-holding disk.
Kig. 718 a sectional view of the disk shown in
Fig. 6, and Fig. 8 is a detail view of the brack-
ots which support the twisting-wheels.
Reference now being had to the details of
the drawings by letter, A designates one of

the stationary posts of a fence, to which the

ends of the large parallel wires B are securely
anchored. C designates a second stationary
post, to which the other ends of said wires are
securely anchored, being held by a tension

device which may be of any suitable construc- | radial slot.

tion.

- D designates one of the upright panels of
the fence, and E designates a board or bar to
the edges of which are secured in pairs the

brackets F K, which are concaved, and serve

as journal-bearings for the sprocket-wheels
HH. KEachofsaidsprocket-wheelshasabout
a portion of its circumference a series of
sprocket-teeth H', about which a sprocket-
chain J passes. Kdesignatesathirdsprocket-
wheel, which is mounted upon a crank-shaft
K’', which is suitably journaled tosaid board
or bar K, and sald sprocket-chain passes also
about said wheel KX and also about an idler
N. To the crank-shaft is secured a suitable
handle M. Each of said sprocket-wheels is
recessed, as at O, radially from the center of
the wheel, and about the circumnference of the
wheel, at one side of the series of sprocket-
teeth, 1s an annular groove H?, in which said
brackets rest. One end of each wheel II is

recessed, as at n, and a headed screw I is se-

cured to the end of the wheel and in said re-
COSS, - |
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P designates a disk which is slotted, as at |

P’, radially from the center of the disk, and
( designatesa curvedslotin the disk, through
which said screw I passes. This disk has a
partial rotary movement limited by the ends

80

of said slot Q, and in the edge of the disk is

a noteh Q. At the outer end of the radial
slot O is an offset O, the outer wall of which
offset i3 coincident with the shoulder formed
by recessing the end of the wheel.

Hach of the wheels H is of similar construc-
tion and rotates inthe bearings formed by the
bracket-arms I I, arranged in pairs with
their free ends spaced apart, as shown.

Secured to the board is a handle R, where-
by the device may be held while the wires are
being adjusted to the apparatus.

In operation the board is first placed in an
upright position against the stationary post
A, the two large parallel wires B are placed
one in each radial slot in each wheel II, and
the panel-retaining wires T, which have been
previously seciirely fastened to the tension-
hhooks TV on the post C, are passed into the
notches Q', and each disk P is then partially
rotated and securely fastened by set-screw I.
Hach wireT' will rest in the offset O’ from the
The wires having been thus ad-

| j usted, the apparatus is in condition for op-
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eration when a panel has been placed against |

the two large wires and adjacent to the edge
of the board E and between the wires b and

T. Thesmall wire passes around each panel
and alternately in directions around the large

wire to prevent twisting them together 1in ;

front of the apparatus. By turning the han-
dle M the small wires may be twisted one or
more times about the large wires and then
the apparatus moved along to a position to
fasten the next panel.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim to be new, and desire tosecure b} Let-
ters Patent, is— |

1. An epparatus for making panel fences,
consisting of the sprocket- wheels having ra-
dial slote extending to the center of eaeh
wheel, a sprocket driving wheel and chain
passing about said whee]s, the end of each
slotted wheel recessed, a radially-slotted disk
seated in said recess, a headed screw passing
through a curved slot in said disk to limit the
rotary movement of said disk, the edge of the

latter being notched to codperate with an off- |
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seb in the slot of the sprocket-wheel to hold
the wire to be twisted about parallel wires

which pass centrally threucrh the slotted .

wheels, as set forth.

2. An apparatus for twisting wire about
panels of a fence, consisting of the sprocket-
wheels radially slotted the disks, each also
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slotted and seated in a recess in the end of -

said slotted sprocket-wheels, the notch in the
edge of the disk codperating with an oftsetin
the slot of the sprocket-wheel to hold the
wires to be twisted about parallel stationary
wires which are held at the inner ends of the
slots of the sprocket-wheels, combined with
the curved bracketsengaging annular grooves
in said wheels forming bearings for the same,

and means for rotating said wheels, as set
forth.

In testimony whereof 1 hereunto aftix my

signature in presence of two witnesses.
JOHN D. MARTIN,

Witnesses:

G. L. SENBIRTH
R.

C. JENNINGS,
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