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To all whom & may concermn.:

eit known that I, JAMES TiPPING BEALL,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Ca-
pon Bridge, in the county of Hampshire and
State of West Virginia,haveinvented newand

useful Improvements in Garment-Presses, of -

]

which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in garment - presses,
and is particularly adapted for stretching,
pressing, and creasing trousers and to enable
persons wholly without the tailor’s skill to se-
cure like results easily and with certainty.

The invention aims to provide a device of
this character so constructed that any distor-
tion of the trousers, bagginess at the knees,
creasing, &c., caused by wear or otherwise
may be corrected and the trousers adjusted
and pressed to their proper shape, the device
possessing the further advantages of com-
pactness, durability,and capability of holding
soeveral pairs of trousers at the same time,
while there is an entire absence of small loose
parts liable to be mislaid. ¥urthermore, the

invention alms to construct a device of this

character which shall be extremely simple in
its construction, strong, durable, and efficient
in 1ts use, and comparatively inexpensive to
manufacture.

The invention finally consists in the novel
compination and arrangement of parts here-

inafter morespecifically described,illustrated.

in the accompanying drawings, and particu-
larly pointed out in the claims hereunto ap-
pended, and in describing the invention in
detail reference is had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
wherein like numerals of reference indicate
corresponding parts throughout the several
views, and in which— |
Figurelisafront elevation of myimproved
trousers-stretcher. Fig. 2 is a perspective
view showing the same in an open positiomn.
Fig. 3 is a vertical sectional view thereof
broken away at one end. Fig. 4 is a like

view with the oppositeend broken away. Fig.

5 1s a detall view of one of the adjustable
spring-hinges. Fig. 6 is a detail view show-
ing the manner of attaching one of the clamp-
ing-bars to the lower pressing-board. Fig. 7
is a detail view showing the adjustable spring
and its connections for the elamping-bars.

Referring to the drawings by reference-nu-
merals, 1 indicates the upper and 2 the lower
pressing-board of my improved device and
are constructed of any desirable shape and
material, the former provided with a series of
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transversely-extending strengthening braces -

or strips 3, of suitable material, preferably
metal, and the latter with a like series of
braces or strips 4. The inner face of each of
the pressing-boards 1 and 2 at its lower end
is hollowed out, as at 5, to allow for the thick-
ened bottom of the trousers, owing to the
usual turn-up. Secured to the inner face
of each of the boards 1 and 2 is a lining of
suitable fabrie 6—such as denim, eanvas, or
like material--tightly stretched. When the

| stretcher is in use, the lining is dampened,
thus bringing a certain amount of moisture

next o the trousers without actually wetting
the same, thus obtaining a more rapid and
permanent result than if the sfretcher was
employed without dampening the linings 6.

The upper braces or strips 3 are secured to
the board 2 by means of the screws or other
fastening means 7 and are pivotally connected
at their rear end to the bifuarecated upper end
3 of the hinge 9, which has its lower end 10
extended at an angle and normally resting
upon the projecting rear end 11 of the lower
braces or strips 4. | |

The reference-numeral 12 denotes an ellip-
tical-shaped spring connected at its bottom

| tothe end 10 of the hinge and at its top to the

nut 13. Operating through the projecting
end 11 of the braces or strips 4, the lower end
10 of the hinge, and the nut 13 is the adjust-
ing-screw 14, provided on its lower end with
a head or disk 15 to permit of readily operat-
ing the same, and by the foregoing construc-
tion it will be evident that not only are the

sections hinged together, but are adjustable

to allow for the pressing of more than one
pair of trousers or for trousers of varying
thickness. A

Pivotally connected, as at 16, to the proj ect- |

ing forward end of each of the braces or strips
31sa clamping-lever 17, provided with a notch
18, which is engaged by a fastening-stirrup
19, adjustably mounted upon the link 20, piv-
otally connected to the projecting forward
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‘end of each of the hraces or strips 4. The
| clamping-levers 17 are normally in a hori-
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zontal position when clamping the boards 1 |

and 2 together. The operation of the levers
17 is as follows: Assuming that the same is
in a horizontal position, by bringing it to a
vertical position the stirrup can be removed
and the boards separated, or if the boards are
separated the stirrup is placed upon the oft-
set or notch, while the lever is in a vertical
position. The leveristhen lowered toa hori-
zontal position. The boards are securely
clamped together, the action of the lever caus-
ing the boards to exert a heavy pressure upon
the garments.

At the upper end of the boards 1 and 2 are
arranged the auxiliary clamping-bars 21 and
22, the latter being detachably secured to the
board 2 by means of the plates 28, provided
with an opening, and the thumb-screws 29,
operafing through the opening in the plates,
and the former provided at its front end with
an adjustable spring fastening-catch 23, ad-
justable in any well-known manner. It is
thought it is not necessary to show a means
for adjusting the catch, as any preferred form
of adjustable catch may be employed. The
catch 23 is adapted to engage and secure
thereto the bar 22. The bar 21 at its rear 18
connected to the bar 22 by means of the hinge
24, adjustable by means of a spiral spring 25,
arranged upon a pin 252, provided with an
adjusting-nut 25°>. The board 1 is provided
with the hinge 25¢, the lower portion of which
rests upon the board 2 and through which ex-
tends the pin 25*. The portion of the plate
resting upon the board 2 is engaged by the
spring 25. The tension of the spring 25 is
regulated by the nut 25°. By the foregoing
connection the bar 21 is permitted to be ad-
justed vertically when desired.

27 denotes a suitable handle or grip secured
to the board 2.

The device is employed for strefching,
creasing, and pressing trousers in the follow-
ing manner: The board 1 is elevated, aswell
as the clamping -bar 21. "T'he frousers are
then placed upon the board 2, and then fas-

ten together the clamping-bars which engage.

the top of the trousers. The latter are then
straightened and smoothed out toward their
bottom and held in position by one hand
while closing down the board 1 with the other.
The clamping - lever at the extreme left is
then closed, after which the trousers are
stretched at their upper right-hand end to
insure their being entirely straight, and the
remaining clamping-levers are then closed.
The principle involved by the adaptation ot
the device hereinbefore described when em-

ployed for stretching, pressing, and creasing

garments is that of a moderate degree of
lengthwise stretching combined with a side-
wise pressure. Thus the result obtained is
that the garment is stretched to the proper
shape and then that shape pressed into the
same. Therefore a badly-bagged pair of trou-
gers can be stralghtened and the restored
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device without making the trousers too long
for the wearer. Although the device, as
shown, is made the length of the trousers-leg,
vet the whole garment can be pressed in the
following manner: Adjustthe board 1 to ac-
commodate the increased thickness of the
upper part of the garment, slide the garment
through as far as desired, and then clamp the
two boards together. 'Thus by two opera-
tions the entire garment may be pressed,
stretched, and creased. Instead of entirely
pressing the garment by two operations the
device may be of such length that the entire
garment may be placed therein to be pressed,
creased, and stretched.

1t is thought the many advantages of my
improved construction can be readily under-
stood from the foregoing description, taken
in connection with the accompanying draw-
ings, and it will be noted that various changes
may be made in the details of construction
without departing from the general spirit of
my invention.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, 1s— | |

1. In a device of the character described, a
pair of pressing-boards having a lining of a
suitable fabrie, a series of adjustable spring-
hinges connected to one side thereof, a series
of adjustable clamping devices connected to
the opposite side thereof, and a pair of clamp-
ing-bars secured to the top of said boards and
yieldingly connected together.

2. In a device of the character described, a
pair of pressing-boards, a lining of denim for
each of said boards, a series of braces secured
to each of said boards, adjustable spring-
hinges connected to one end of said braces,
and a series of adjustable clamping devices
connected to the opposite end of said braces.

3. In a device of the character described, a
pair of pressing-boards, a series of braces

secured to each of said boards, adjustable

springs conneeted to one end of sald braces, a
series of clamping devices connected to the
opposite end of said braces, and a pair of
clamping-bars attached to the upper portion
of one of said boards. o

4. In a device of the character described, a
pair of pressing-boards each having their in-
ner face at the lower end hollowed out, a lin-
ing of a suitable fabric secured to the inner
face of each of said boards, a series of adjust-
able spring-hinges connected to one side of
said boards, a series of clamping devices con-
nected to the opposite side of said boards, and
a pair of adjustable clamping-bars attached
to the top of said boards.

5. In a device of the character described, a

pairof pressing-boards provided with alining
of suitable fabric, a series of braces secured
toone of said boards,adjustable spring-hinges
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connected tosaid braces, a series of braces se-

cured to the other of said boards, means car-
ried thereby for adjustably connecting the

shape permanently retained by the use of the | spring-hinges thereto, and a series of clamp-
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ing devices suitably connected to both series | connected to one side of said boards, a series 2 5

of braces.

6. In a device of the character described, a
pair of pressing-boards, a series of braces se-
cured to one, of said boards, spring-hinges
connected tosaid braces, a series of braces se-
cured to the other of said boards, mieans car-
ried thereby for adjustably connecting the
spring - hinges thereto, a series of clampmﬂ'
devices smtably connected to both series of
braces, and & pair of adjustable clamping-
bars attached to said boards.

7. In adevice of the character deseribed, a
pair of pressing-boards having a lining of a
sultable fabric, a series of adJusmbIe spring-
hinges connected to one side thereof, a ﬂerles
of elampmw devices connected to the oppo-
site side thereof, a pair of adjustable clamp-
ing-bars att*mhed to the said boards, and
meang for connecting said bars tocrether

8. Ina device of the character desel itbed, a
pair of pressing-boards having a suitable por-
tion of their inner face hollowed out, a lining
of denim for the said boards, splmfr—hmfre%

of clamping devices connected to the oppo-
site side of said boards, a pair of clamping-
bars detachably secured to the said boards,
and means for yieldingly connecting the said
clamping-bars together.

9. In a device of the character described, a
pair of pressing-boards having a suitable por-
tion of their inner face hollowed out, a lining
of suitable material secured to the inner face
of each of said boards, adjustable spring-
hinges connected to one side of said boards,
adjustable clamping devices connected to the
opposite side of said boards, a pair of clamp-
ing-bars suitably secured to said boards, and
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means for yieldingly connecting the 'said 40

clamping-bars together.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-

JAMES TIPPING BEATLL.
Witnegses: |

D. W. OGLESBEE,
D. B. HAINES.

) HOSSES.




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

