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To all whom it maiy concerm:
Be it known that I, WiLLiam C. ZICKE-
FOOSE, a citizen of the United States, resid-

ng at Des Moines, in the county ot Polk and

State of Iowa, have invented a new and use-
ful Fence- Post of which the following is a
spemﬁcatmn |

The invention relates to 1mp10vements in
fence-posts.

The object of the present invention is to
improve the construction of fence-posts and
to provide an exceedingly simple and inex-
pensive one of great strength and durability,

designed par thUl&I’l} for use in connection

with wire fences, and adapted to enable the
same to be 1ead1]v connected with and dis-
engaged from it.

'lhe invention consists in Lhe construction
and novel combination and arrangement of

parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated |

in the accompanying drawings, and pointed

out in the claims hereto appended.

In the drawings, Figuare 1 i3 a perspective
view of a fence-post constructed -in accord-
ance with this invention. Fig. 2 i1s a side
elevation of the same, the upper sections of
the post being separated. Iig. 318 a detail

_perspeetwe view of the lower portlon or base.

- Fig. 4 is a horizontal sectional view of the
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Like numerals of 1eference deswnate cor-
1eSp0nd1n partsin all the figures of the draw-

.II]‘TS

1 designates the base of the post eonstruet-
ed of smtable material, preferably metal, and
consisting of a thin intermediate portion and
enlarged ends and provided atits upper end
with a head 2 and having an enlarged ta-
pered lower end 3, adapted to be readlly
driven'into the gr ound. The head 2, which
is rounded, 1s meded with pertomtlous 4
for the 1eeept10u of rivets 5 or other snitable
fastening devices which pivot upper sections
6 and 7 to the base. The base of the post is
prow"lded with laterally- extending tapered
langes 8, rigid with the mtermedlate portion
of the poat and adapted to assist in support-
ing the post in an upright position. These

| ﬂanﬂ'es enable the post to resist any strain
later ally of the fence and the thin interme- |

5O

“and lateral strain.
that the pivoted sections are adapted .to be

| diate portion of the base will resist any strain

longitudinally of the fence. |
The upper sections 6 and 7, which are ap-
proximately U-shaped in horizontal section,
as clearly illustrated in Fig. 4 of the accom-
panying drawings, form a tubular post, and
they are provided with lower bifarcated ends
9 and 10, which straddle the head of the post
and which are perforated for the reception of
the pivots 5. The section .7 is provided at

the inner longitudinal edges 11 with inclined

slots 12, having enlarged inner portions form-
ing seats for fence-wires, and the latter are
adapted to be placed in the slots when the
upper sections of the post are separated, as
illustrated in Fig. 2 of the accompanying
drawings. The sections 6 and 7 of the post
are also adapted to be spread apart to expose

‘the solid head or top of the base to permit

the latter to be driven into the ground with-
out liability of injuring the upper sections.
The sections are also adapted to be arranged
at an inclination to set the post at an angle

tothe base to arrange the upper portion in an

upright position on a hillside, and the sec-
tions are held together by a transverse bolt
13,provided atoneend with a head and having
a nut at the other end and passing through a
perforation of the section 7 and through a
slot 14 of the other section 6. The slot 14
permits the necessary vertical play of the
sections on each other incident to arranging
them at an angle to the base.

It will be seen that the fence-post 1s ex-

ceedingly simple and inexpensive in con-

struction, that it possesses great strength and
durability, and that it firmly supports a fence
and is capable of .resisting both longitudinal
It will also be apparent
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separated to facilitate the attachment and
removal of the fence-wires and to enable the

post to be readily driven into the ground and

that thesections may be ar ranged at an angle

to the base. |
What I claim 18—

95

1. A fence-post compmémw a base provided

with an upper enlarged end forming a head,
and a pair of semitubular upper sections hayv-
1110' thelr lower ends split or bifurcated and
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pivoted to the head and adapted to be swung
downward to expose the same to enable the
base to be driven into the ground, said sec-
ttons being also adapted to be opened. and
closed to confine and release fence-wires, sub-
stantially as described. |

2. A fence-post comprising a base adapted
to be driven into the ground, and a pair of

semitubularuppersections having theirlower

ends split or bifurcated and pivoted to the
top of the base and adapted to be swung
downward to expose the same to enable the
base to be driven into the ground, said sec-

‘tions being also adapted to be opened and

closed to confine and release fence-wires, sub-
stantially as described.

3. A fence-post comprising a base consist-
ing of the thin intermediate portion provided

|
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| with flanges 8, and the enlarged upper and

lower ends, the lower end being pointed and
the upper end forming a head, and a pair of
semitubular upper sections having their
lower ends split or bifurcated and pivoted to

the head and adapted to be swung downward

to expose the same to enable the base to be

“driven into the ground, said sections being

also adapted to be opened and closed to con-
fine and release fence-wires, substantially as
deseribed.

In testimony that I elaim the foregoing as

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in

the presence of two witnesses. |
WILLIAM C. ZICKEFOOSE.
Witnesses:
K. T. MORRIS,
JULIA GREENLEAF.
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