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To all whom ot ma,y éoncern
Be it known that I, MorTON C. MILLER, a

- citizen of the United States residing at Cory-
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don, in the county of Ha,rrlson and State of In-

dlana have invented a new and useful Lifting
Devlce for Flanged Articles, of which the fol-
lowing is a spemﬁeatwn

My invention relates to new and useful im-

provements in apparatus for lifting flanged
articles in which a handle portlon eooper&tes

with an embracing part which is designed to -
be applied to the article and when so applied |

remain in such position during the lifting op-
eration, securing the article Tr om fa,llmﬂ' or
sllppmn‘ from the embrace of the device when
being so lifted, the whole comprising a single

T 1ﬂ'1d frame havmﬂ' no working part and bemﬂ*

demgned for 1nsta,n13 appllcatlon to.or dlsen-

- gagement from the article to be lifted; and
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the objects of my improvement are, ﬁrst to
provide a simple, cheaply constructed, and

efficient lifter for flan ged articles; second, to

afford apparatus of one piece- ha,vmﬂ' no work-

ing parts and capable of instant apphcatmu

to or disengagement from an article to be
lifted without any manipulation except the
placing of the same with relation to the article
to be lifted and the action of lifting the same,
and, third, to provide such a dewce consisting
of a smﬂ’le piece of material. I attain these
ob]eets in the device illustrated in the accom-
panying dmwmﬂ's, in which—

- Figure 1 is an elevational view of my de-
vice applled to and in posmon for lifting a

cuspidor, and Fig. 2 a detail view in perspec-

- tive of my dewce alone.
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Similarfiguresrefer to s1mllar parts throuﬂh-
out both views.

Referring to the dr awmﬂ*s, two reaches 1 2,
of wire, dwerﬂm are bentattheir lower ends
toform mwa.rdly-pro,]ectm portions33. The
inner ends of the portions 3 3, referring to
Fig. 1, are bent downwardly and backwa,rdly,
forming the portions 4 4, the lower ends of

which portions 4 4 are bent further down- |

wardly and backwardly, meeting the reaches
6 6, which are connected by the curvilinear

Dortlon 8. The upper ends of the reaches 1
2 are twisted together at 9 and may be caused

to embrace a wooden handle 10, as shown in

Fig. 1, or, as is preferable, may be twisted into
the form of the handle 10, as shown in Fig. 2.

‘said flange.

| The space 7 within the reaches 6 and the

curvilinear portion 8 is. designed to receive
the flange of the cuspidor, and the curvilin-
ear portion 8 is preferably caused to conform
to the configuration of said flange, and the

reaches 6 1 prefer to make at rlﬂ'ht auﬂ'les to

or forming a slight acute ann*le w_lth the
reaches 1 2, and Said reaches 6 should be of
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such length as to allow of the article to be

its center of gravity is between the reaches
1 2 and the curvilinear portion 8.

The lower ends of the reaches 1 2 should be
of such distance apart to allow of the passage
between the same of the flange of the article
to belifted,and the bent por tions 3 3should ap-
proach each other until the distan ce between

‘them is less than the width of the flange of

the article to be lifted, but which distance is
ogreater than the width of said article below
The portions 4 4 preferably con-

lifted to be inserted within the space 7 until
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form to the shape of the under side of the

flange—in this case that of a cuspidor, when

‘said article is resting within the space 7. It
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will be seen that the portions 4 4 will allow

of the passage of the lower patt of the flange

of the cuspidor 11; but when the lifter is
raised the flange of the cuspidor will seat upon
the reaches 6 6 and the curvilinear portion

-8, and the portions 4 4 will prevent the ar-
_tlele from sliding out of the device.

The
twisted portion 9 may be passed through the
handle 10 and upset or may be passed &round
the same or may be twisted so as to form the
handle itself, as shown in Fig. 2. The por-
tions 4 4 may be bent at an angle to conform
to differently-shaped flanges, and the portions
3 3 may be bent to conform to dlf erently-
shaped rims.

It is obvious that various cha,nn'es in the
conformation of my device and bhe detalls
thereof may be made to suit the shape of the
article to be lifted without departing from the
spirit of my invention. |

The essential featuresof my invention com-
prise the combinations with a rigid portion

for embracing the article to be lifted and suit-

able supports for said embracing portions in-
tegral with said embracing portion.

T malke my device by bendin o asingle length
of stiff wire, thereby forming the several parts
thereof.

The handle may be separately ap-
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plied; but I prefer to formthe same with the
remaining portions from a single length of

stiff wire, as above described.

Having now described the several portions
of my invention, the method of using is as
follows: The operator grasping the device by
the handle portion brings the lower portion
in proximity to the article to be lifted with a
lateral movement, causing the portions 4 4,
reaches 6 6, and the curvilinear portion 8 to
pass around and embrace the lower or nar-
rowest portion of the flange of the article to be
lifted,and then by a vertical movement causes
the flange to settle in the depression formed

by the said parts and lifts the article without

danger of the disengagement of the same.
What I claim, and desne to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 13-— |
1. Ina hftel for flanged articles, a contain-
Ing member designed to embrace sald article

and having a lateral opening to admit of the

insertion thelem of said article, upwardly-
projecting retaining-lugs at each side of said
lateral opening and a supportmn' member off-
setted to admit of the passage of the flange,
substantially as desecribed.

2. Inalifterfor flanged articles,a U-shaped
containing member, upwardly-projecting re-
taining - lugs at each extremity of said U-
shaped memberand a supporting member ofi-
setted to admit of the passage of the flange,
substantially as described.

3. In a lifter for flanged articles, a contain-
ing member designed to embrace said article
and having a lateral opening to admit of the
insertion therein of said article, upwardly-
projecting retaining-lugs at each side of said

lateral opening and supporting members

forming continuations of said upwardly-pro-
jecting lugs, said support members offsetted
to admit of the passage of the flange, sub-
stantially as described.

4. In a lifter for flanged articles, a contain-
ing member designed to embrace said article
and having a lateml opening to admit of the
insertion therein of said article, upwardly-
projecting retaining-lugs at each side of said
lateral opening designed to conform to the
outer surface of the flange and supporting
members, substantially as described.

5. In alifter for flanged articles, a contain-
Ing member designed to embrace said article
and having a lateral opening to admit of the
insertion therein of said article, upwardly-
projecting retaining-lugs at each side of said
lateral opening, a supporting member off-
setted to admit of the passage of the flange,
sald supporting membersubstantially at right

angles to said containing member, and a han- .
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| dle upon the upper end of said supporting

member, substantially as described.

6. Inalifterforflanged articles,a U-shaped
containing member, upwardly-projecting re-
taining-lugs forming continuations of said U-
shaped member, asupporting memberat right
angles to saild containing member and form-
ing a continuation of said upwardly-project-
ing lugs, said supporting member offsetted
to admit of the passage of the flange, and a
handle integral with the upper extremity of

-sald supporting member, substantially as de-

scribed.

7. Inalifter for langed articles,a U-shaped
containing member, upwardly-projecting re-
taining-lugs at each extremity of said U-

| shaped member, upwardly-converging sup-

porting members offsetted to admit of the pas-
sage of the flange, said supporting members
forming continuations of said upwardly-pro-
jecting lugs, and a handle at the point of
meeting of the supporting members, substan-
tially as described.

8. A lifter for flanged articles made up of a

single piece of wire whichis bentto provide a

containing furcated member, upwardly-pro-
jecting retaining-lugs at each extremity of
sald furcated member and a supporting mem-
ber, substantially as described.

9. A lifter for flanged articles made up of a

‘single piece of wire which is bent to provide

a containing furcated member, upwardly-
projecting retaining-lugs at each extremity
of said furcated member, upwardly-conver-
gent supporting members forming continua-
tions of sald retaining-lugs, said supporting
members offsetted to admit of the passage of
the flange and twisted together at their point
of meeting and formed into a handle, sub-
st&nbia,lly as described.

. A lifter for flanged articles made of a

_.smgle piece of wire which is bent to provide

a horizontal furcated containing member, up-

| wardly-projecting retammf'r-lu gs at each ox-

tremity of said furcated member designed to
conform to the outer surface of the flange
and supporting members forming Vertlcal
continuations of said retaining-lugs, said
supporting members upwardly convergent
and twisted together at their upper extremi-
ties to form a handle, substantially as de-
scribed.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses.

MORTON C. MILLER.

Witnesses:
PETER L. KIRSCH,
CHARLES H. BUCHANAN.
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