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To all whom it may concern: . W here a very long crossing-plank is neces-
- Be it known that I, GEORGE A. FiSHER, a | sary, I have provided an end extension-plank,
citizen of the United States, residing at Lo- ‘asshown in Figs. 2, 3,and 4. The sald plank
- gansport, in the county of Cassand State of is tapered at one end and 18 held in position 5o
g Indiana, have invented a new and nseful | by the spikes 16. 1 also reserve the right to
-~ Metal Plank for Railroad-Crossings, of which | mse a plank having tapered ends, as shown
the following is a specification. -~ - | *n Figs. 5 and 6, and the sald tapered ends
- _The object of my invention is to provide a | being part of the plank itself and adapted to
 durableplank, thereby eliminating theneces- | be held by spikes 16 or a rod similar to rod 12. 55
ro-gity of frequent renewals of crossing-planks. The above plank will be used only where
T attain these objects by the mechanism illus- | crossings are narrow and planks not to be of
trated in the accompanying drawings, in | unusual length. | .
which— - 0. - S 7 To lessen the chances of any animal from
- Figure 1 is a perspective view showing the | slipping while passing over the crossing, 1 6o |
‘15 planksplaced in position between and outside | have arranged to have the surface of the -
of therails. Fig. 21isa view showing an end | planks roughened or cross-hatched, as shown
~ “gxtension-plank. Fig. 3isa view showing a partly at 17 in Fig. 1 and at 18 in Fig. 2. |
. - side elevatien_;.of-anje:;tension-éplank. "Fig. 4 The same planks may be used to any rail
" ‘shows the application of the end extension- | without regard to height by using liners be- 65
20 plank to the long plank.. Fig. 5 is a side ele- | tween the cross-ties and planks and the bolts
~ vation showing a continuous plank with ta- | being lengthened out. - ' o |
- pered ends. Fig. 6 18 an end view of the What I claim as my invention, and desire
 above plank: .. ¢ - o o | to secure by Letters Patent, 15—
~ U The plank-A is of- metal and is cast at'the 1. As an improved article of manufacture 70
25 foundry. The said planks are provided with | & metal plank for railroad-crossings, formed
" sides 9. The object of these is to ecause the| with depending sides and provided with de-
" surface of the plank to be elevated to a suit- | pending holding means at the ends, as set
- able height above the ties 8 or to suit, the | forth. o .
. height.of the1&il B. To hold the planks in | 2. A metal plank for railroad - erossings, 75
30 position and firmly on the ties 8, the bolts 10 | provided with depending sides 9, holding
 are provided at each end of the plank. Each | means 10 disposed between said sides, and
“bolt has an adjustable eye ‘or nut with a | tapered ends - adapted to recelve securing
~ round hole in it.. Through the said rint 11 a | means, substantially as described.
suitable iron rod 12 is passed. This rod 12! 8. The combination of plank A, the plank 8o
25 after passing through the nuts 11 is also| C, the plank K and tho interposed rail B, the
passed under the rails B and thence through | said planks being provided with sides Y, with
the projected side 13 of the plank C and pro- | the -adjustable eyebolts, the-said eyebolts
vided with a nut 14, thereby providing means | being adapted to receive the rod 12 thercby
 to draw the planks C firmly against the rails | providing means to adjust and tighten the 35
40 B. The planks K are provided with curved said planks, substantially as described.
~ flanges 15, 'The object of this is. to prevent | | | S |
_hoofs of the horges from becoming fastened , _ GEORGE A. FISHEIL.
 in between the rail and plank. Before the | - - -
" rod 12 is put through the nuts 11 the gaid | - Witnesses:

45 nuts are lined up to the same level and then | - . K. A. GORDON,-
" the rods inserted. . 1 ¢ JosurH MINNEMAN.
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