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{o all whom it ey cmwez we

Be it known that I, FREDERICK G. GASCH-
LIN, a citizen of the Umted ‘States, residing
‘in the city and county of San Francisco, State

5 of California, have invented an Irnplovement

in Self-Locking Hooks; and I hereby declare
the following to be a full clear, and exact de-
seription of ‘rhe same.

My invention relates t0 improvements in

10 hooks such as are automatically held in a

15 one of which is pivoted the hook member

closed position and retained so by the weight
suspended thereon and yet are readily re-
leased at any time of their load.

It consists, essentially, of two members, in

having a weight extension by which the point
of the hooik is normally made to lie against

the other member, forming an inclosed space

between the two members, in which the arti-

20 cle to be suspended or held is thus securely

25

locked.

It consists also of details to be set forth in
the following specification and accompany-
ing drawings, in which—

Figure 1 shows a weight suspended and the

hook locked. Fig. 2showsthe hook retracted
and the weight ready to be discharged. Iig.

3 is an end view of the hook. Fig.4 isa hori-

zontal section through the lower part of the

30 hook on line « « of Fig. 2.
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My invention has for its particular object

the furnishing of a satisfactory hook upon
which to hang mail-bags in post-offices, rail-
way-cars, &c., while the bags are being filled.
The first reqmsﬁe in such a hook is “that it
can be quickly engaged and quickly disen-

gaged, and, second, that while the bag is be-
ing hung up or being filled there 18 no pos-
sibility of the bag slipping off of any hook,

40 causing delay and annoyance where expedi-

45

tion is of the greatest importance.

‘'With reference to the drawings, A repre-
sents a base member having a slot 2, 1n which
is pivoted at 8 the hook member B

The device is adapted to be attached loogely

to the pipes forming the racks for the mail-

bags, so that it may be turned easily thereon.
For this purpose the upper part of the mem-

ber A is provlded with a ring portion a, which |

it is used, however,

may be made in two parts for convenience of
attachment. I do not wish fo limit myself
to this particular means of attachment nor

‘the devwe to this particular use, for the hoolk

is adaptable to many purposes. YWherever
it is desirable that it be
so hung as to have the whole device turnable
on bhe support. This is understood upon
consideration of the shape and operation of
the hook member.

The back b of the hook is of such a length
that between it and the front portion a deep
depression is formed, in which the weight is
held. The hook is pivoted in the upper part
of this back portion b at 3, as before stated.
The front of the hook is for the greater part
of its length mnearly straight and approxi-
mately parallel with the back and is of greater
length than the back. :

On the back of the hook member is formed

‘aweight-lever extension 4. Byreason of this

wewhb and of the peculiar construction of
the Thook the front is thrown so that its end
always tends to rest against the upper part
of the member A. Vifhen a weight, as €, is
suspended on the hook, the hook is still kept
closed, and in fact more securely locked than
before, for the inner edge of the front por-

tion beingnearlystr alﬂ‘ht the weightis thrown
‘well to the bottom of the deplessmn and

against the member A, and this latter being
loosely secured on the pipe or other suppmt

turns on the same as a pivot, so that its lower
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portion is at an angle with the vertical line

through the center of oravity., The weight
18 released by moving the hook by means of

the weight-lever 4, a,ud herein comes the pe-

culiar function of the exterded part of the
member A. When the hook is moved, the
member A acts as a brace to prevent the sus-
pended weight, be it rope, eyelet, &ec., from
following the hoolk. Consequently the Welﬂ*ht
remains practlcally stationary and the hook
slides beneath it, and the weight is released
when it has been shoved on, the front of the
hook a distance equal appmmmately to the
distance from the bottom of the depression
to the eenter of the pivot 3.

By making my hook so that the front por-
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t1on extends above the pivot-point 3 I not

only form a lock by the end being brought
against the member A, as before mdlcated

but when it comes to releasing the weight thls -
release takes place 01a,c1ually and allows the

weight to slip from the hook easily instead of,
asinthe usual turning hooks, disengaging the
weight abruptly and unwarned |

When used for mail-bag purposes, as he1e-
in indicated, the lower edges of the member
A at and below the hook are slightly con-

- caved, as at 5, in order to give proper accom-
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modatlon to the rope whleh passes through
the eyelets of the bag and by which the baﬂ'
18 closed. As the hook is usually passed
through the eyelet of the bag, the reason is
0bv10us

The features that are to be emphasized are
the longer parallel front portion of the hook
engaging the side of the member A, the deep
demesswn between the front and b‘tel{ por-
tions, the weight-lever, and the function of
the member A in foremn the suspended weight
from the hook.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire tosecure by Lette1 S
Patent, is—

1. A self- loeking hook mcludmﬂ'a, ring por-
tion and a portmn depending t11eref10fn and

forked, a hook member pwotally secured be-

tween the forks of said depending portion
and having a deep depression between its
front and baek portions said front p01t10n
operating through said forked portion at a
point above the lower end thereof and ex-

tending above the pivotal center and into
contach with the ring portion above, and the
outer wall of said base portion serving as a
brace to prevent the weight in the dep1 essed

685,915

portion of the hook from following the hook
when releasing said weight.

2. The combmatmn of a base member hav-
ing a depending slotted portion; a hook mem-

ber pivotally secured in the slot of the base
member and having a front extended and of
such length that when the hook is closed said
front extends above the pivotal point and
into contact with the base member and there-
by forms an inclosed space between itself and
the outer wall of the depending portion of
the base member, said hook member being
weighted and its front operating through the
slot of the depending portion of the base mem-
ber at a point above the lower end thereof,
and the outer wall of said depending portlon
serving as a brace to prevent the suspended
wewht from following the hook when releas-
ing said weight.

3. A self- 1001{111”' hook comprising a babe
member adapted £0 be removably and turn-
ably secured to a support, having a slotted
pendent portion in which a hook member is
pivoted, said hook member having a deep de-
pression between its front and back portions,
a welght-lever extension formed on the back
of the hook member, whereby the end of the
front of the hook is mormally held against
the base member and the hook made to in-
close the suspended weight, and whereby the
hook is moved to dlsenﬂ‘afre the suspended
weight.,

In witness whereof I hav [ hereunto set my
hand.

FREDERICK G. GASCIHIIN.

Witnesses:
FrRANK B. Hoyr,
HARRY L. HORN.
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