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To all whom it may concern: '
Beit known that I, WiLLiaM C. ANDERSON

a citizen of the Umted States, residing at San-

Jose, county of Santa Clara, State of Califor-

nia, have invented an Improvement in Pack-

ages for Dried Fruit or the Like; and I here-
by declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the same.

My invention relates to a package Wthh
is especially designed for containing dried
fruits of any desemptmn coffee, or any dry
material; and its object is to provide an eco-
nomical and convenient package with means
for forming packages of various sizes with-

outi increasing the diameter, means by which |

the fruit or other articles can be faced with-
in the package, covers for both top and bot-

tom of the package, the former being pro-

vided with a centrally-located flap the pe-
riphery of which is made so that while it is

alr-tight as long as its integrity 1s preserved
it is so for med that it is easily frangible

along the line of its periphery to ellow it to
be opened to obfain access to theinterior, one

edge remaining intact and forming a flexi-
ble hinge about which it may be thereafter
In conjunction with this.

opened or closed.
is an annular disk fitting the interior of the
top and forming a space within which printed

matter of any description may be placed, and

the paraflin or other paper forming the top of
the completed packageislaid upon this annu-
lar disk. Thefacing layer of the fruit may
then be placed upon this paperand the body of
the package can be fitted to the cover, after

which the package itself may be filled w1th the

fruit and the bottom or opposite cap or cover
¢an be placed and sealed upon this end. The
body is made of two thicknesses, the inner
one extending sufficiently beyond the outer

one to receive the covers, aud these covers

are of a thickness corresponding with that of
the outer part of the body, so that when in
place_ the whole package has a smooth exte-
rior surface’adapted to receive labels which
extend from end to end.

My invention also comprises details of con-
struction, which will be more fully explained
by reference to the accompanying drawmgs,

8o in which—

‘package.

{
ing the case and the case afterward closed.

| than metal.

qure 1is a perepectwe view of my fruit-
packeﬂ"e Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the

top cover, showmn' the central portion open.

Fig. 3 is a centr -al vertical section of the

In preparing dried fruits—such as prunes,

raisins, dried peaches, apples, apricots, figs,
‘&c.—for the market it is desirable to place
‘them 1in containing - packages of various
1W61g11t8 and in cartons or smaller packages.
1t 1s the .

for sample or exhibition purposes.
objeet of my invention to provide a cheap

construction which Wlll eneble me to makef

cr easmo' or decreasing the len ath W1thout va-
rying the diameter, and the la,l ger of these
packages are (1eswned to be m ultlples in
length of the smaller ones, SO that in making
up cases of the goods a certain number of the
smaller packages will be equal in length to

Fig. 4 is a view of a sample pack-
‘age made wu;h a single cylinder.
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one of the larger ones and the case can be

symmetncallv filled with packages of differ-
ent dimensions. The construction is such

that I am enabled to ‘‘face” the package,
‘which means the symmetrical placing of the
fruit in what would be the top layer when the

package is opened, and to provide a means by
which access may be had to the contents for
1nspect10n or other purpose without destroy-

In order to make cheap containing-packages
for this class of goods, it is desueble to use
pasteboard or some equivalent material other
In making such a case I first de-
termine a diameter which will enable me to
place one, two, or more pounds of the fruit
in the case, so that, for instance, one pound

occupying the full dlametel of the package

will be approximately one- -half the length of
the package containing two pounds and a
package containing 6W0 pounds will be ap-
proximately one- ‘half the length of the pack-
age containing four pounds, a,nd other weights
in similar pr oportwns, so that if a case is be-

ing made up it may be partly made up of full-
-Weight packages, such as would ordinarily
" be sold, or 1t may be par tially made up of the

smaller weights, a number of which would
| equal in length the full-sized packages.
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- side and restlnﬂ' against the outer cover.
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Inaking these packagesthe body is formed of  layer of the package has bheen completed

innerand outer rings A and B of pasteboard or
thelike,suitably secured at the meetingedges,
and the inner ring 1s sufficiently lonﬂ'er than
the outer one to receive the covers 2 aud 3,

which fit upon the opposite ends and completo '

the closing of the package. The thickness of
the outer body portion B is essentially equal
to the thickness of the rims of the covers, so
that when the latter are in place they form a
smooth continuous surface with the body,

which will allow labels to be smoothly placed
uponthe whole. The covers may be made in
any desired quantities, and having the same
diameter the bodies are made independently
and of as many different lengths as the weight
of packages may require. Forsmall sample
packages it 1s only necessary to make a sin-
gle ring A of sufficient length to allow the two
covers 2 and 3 to be placed upon opposite
ends, the edges of the covers meeting cen-
trally, and When a label is placed around this
package it is complete. The covers are pref-
erably hermetically sealed when the package
has been filled and closed, so that air will be
excluded. |

The top cover or rim 2 has the flat surface
or end 4 indented or nearly cut through on a
circular line 5, which is here shown as being
concentric with the periphery and a Short
distance interior thereto.
weakening of the end is continuous, exoept a
small space 7 at one side, which is left com-
plete, and this inner portion may have a loop
or other attachment 6 opposite the hinge, s0
that by pulling upon the loop the inner cap
or cover will be detached around the weak-
ened edges, and thus turned back about the
hinged portion, so as to allow the interior of
the packaﬂ'e to be reached.

8 is an annular ring of pasteboard or other
material fitting within the cover from the in-
‘The
interior cut-out portion of this ring is of
smaller diameter than the hinged cap 4 pre-
viously referred to, so that after the latter
has been once detaohed and opened this in-
ner ring forms a ledge upon which the cap
will rest when it is closed. Within the ring
3 is placed the disk 9, of paraffin paper or
other equivalent flexible impermeable sub-
stance, which is designed to form the top of
the package.

The-flange or rim 2 of the top cover is suf-
ficiently dooper than the length of the part
A of the body over which it fits 80 that the
edge of the part A does not reach the top 4
of ‘uhls cover when the latter is in place. The

object of this is to provide for the “facing,”

so called, of the fruit and to allow it to be
done before the cover is put in place, as it
would not be possibleto doitproperly through
the full depth of the package. For this rea-

son the cover is laid with its rim upwardly,
and the disk 9 being in place the fruit, such
as prunes or the llke, is selected and laid in
upon this disk until what will form the top

This cutting or-

within the cover and laid as symmetrically as
desired. The body of the package 1s then
put in place, the projeeting flange or portion
A extending into the cover, but not interfer-
ing with the facing which has already been
placed inthecover. Yhenthe bodyis placed,
it may be sealed by any suitable cement, so
as to make a hermetically-tight joint with
the cover. The body is then ﬁlled with the
proper quantity of fruit to complete the pack-
age, and the opposite cover 3 is put on, being
also hermetically sealed, and this then forms
the bottom of the package. Asthe top cover
1s formed with the annular weakened line
formed in its substance, it can be opened by
fracturing this line without otherwise inter-
fering with the cap or cover, which remains
sealed upon the body portion, and the inner
disk 9 can then be removed, so that access is
obtained to the ifruit through this opening.
As this central portion of the cover remains
hinged at one edge, it can always be closed

down upon the annular ring 8 inside of it,

which forms a support to keep it flush Wlth

‘the outer portion of the top.

The space formed within the ring and in-
terior to the cap serves to receive any printed
matter that may be desired-—such as direc-
tions for cooking, advertising matter, or any
ornamental trade mark or label Whleh may
be laid into this space—the thickness of the
ring being sufficient to admit it.

These paokawes may be made oylmdmcal
as here shown, or of any deswed porlphe1 al
outline.

Having thus descubed my invention, what
Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Lettels
Patent, is—

1. A package for dried fruit and the like,
consisting of a central ring or body portion,
and ooﬁer-s fitting over opposite ends thereof
and having their peripheral rims flush and
forming an unbroken exterior surface, one of
said covers having a weakened line. formed
directly in the top and extending around the
major portion of thecoverand leaving a con-
tinuous or indented portion to form a hinge
about which the cover may open.-

2. A package for dried fruit and the like,
consisting of a central ring or body port1on,
and covers fitting over Opposite ends thereof
and having their peripheral rims flush and
forming an unbroken exterior surface, one of
said covers having a weakened indented line
extending but part way around it so as to
leave an mteﬂ*ral portion continuous with the
cover to form a hinge, and a ledge below the
indented portion of the cover and upon which

the said portion is closable downwardly.

3. A package for dried fruit and the like,
consisting of a body portion and covers fit-
ting over opposite ends thereof, one of said
covers-having a weakened line made contin-
uous around it except at one side where the
cover 18 not weakened but remains intact to

| form a hinge portion, an annular ring fitted
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within the cover from the inside and sub- | formed directly in the top of one of said caps, 15
stantially in contact with the under side of | a loop or attachment by which it may be dis-
the outer cover, and having a cut-out por- | engaged around this line, the portion oppo-
tion of less diameter than the weakened por- | site to the loop being continuous so as to

s tion of the outer cover, and a piece of im- | form a hinge therefor, an annular disk fitted
permeable material within the cover and | within the cover and forming a ledge upon 2o
adapted to form the top of the package, said | which said hinged portion is closable, and a
cover being supported a sufficient distance | space for the reception of printed matter.
above the top edge of the body portion to In witness whereof I have hereunto set my

10 form a space for a facing layer of fruit. hand.
4. A package for dried fruit and the like WILLIAM C. ANDERSON.

consisting of a body portion, eaps or covers | Witnesses: |
fitting upon the ends thereof and flush with | F. L. BURRELL,
the outer diameter, a weakened circularline; = W. D. GAREY.
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