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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, AupLEY H. STOW a
citizen of the United States residing at Mate-
wan, in the county of Mmcro ELI]d State of
West Vir ginia, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement In Revolving Firearms, of
which the following is g spemﬁeatlon

My invention 1e1ates to that class of revolv-
ing firearms in which a many-chambered cyl-

mdel is made to revolve at the rear of the

- barrel, particularly revolvers of the break-
~down class; and the objects of my invention
~are, first, to provide a firearm which is less

~ of the extractor-cam automatically ejects the |
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b, a broken side view of still another form of

liable to be injured by blows or rough usage;

second, to provide a firearm in which aspring
acting upon a lever by this means depresses
the barrel and through the resulfing action

shells, and, third, to provide at the same time
a firearm in which notonly the frame may be
unlocked, but the shells automatically eject-
ed by a single movement of the thumb or fin-

ger of the hand which holds the revolver. I

attain these objects by the mechanism illus-

trated in the aecompanymﬂ' drawings, in |

which—

Figure 1 is a full side view of the cylmder
and barrel with a rearward extension of the
latter along and underneath the c¢ylinder in
the shape of a lever and herein designated as

a ‘‘barrel-lever,” a catch and a por tlon of the
revolver-frame in outline being shown; Fig.

2, a broken front view of the revolver loeked
in position ready for firing
from above of a portion of the barrel-lever
with one form of catch; Fig. 4, a side view of
another form of barrel-lever and catch; Fig.

barrel-lever; IKig. 6, a full side view of re-
volver, the barrel being depressed; and thus
exposing the barrel-lever;
cross-section along the axis of the joint-pivot;
Fig. 8, a full side view of revolver, the bar-
rel-lever being on the outside of the usual
joint.

In revolvers of the breakdown class the
strap U, Fig. 1, is formed by the rearward
extension of the barrel A, the barrel being

alse extended downward at its rear end in

such a manner and to the end that the bar-
rel and cylinder may be pivotally connected
with the revolver-frame, the cylinder being

.ot F - 1 |ll| .
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the barrel-lever spring.
ver may be formed by the rearward extension

; Fig. 3, a view

Fig. 7, a vertical
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 held in its proper position or relation to the

Dbarrel by the center-pin, the said lower part
of the barrel forming the usual slotted joint.

, 55

congisting of the two downward extensions
A’ and A” Fig. 2, and holding theidler orex-

tractor eam

My invention eonsmts inarear-

ward extension of the barrel along and un- .

derneath or on the lower side of the eylinder,

&c., a suitable cateh B holdmﬂ' or relea,smrr
the Sald barrel-lever at will.
rel-lever spring S, I'igs. 1, 4, and 5, mayserve

to throw the balrel 16V61 up qmckly when re-

A suitable bm -

the said extension taking the form usually of L
a lever or levers and herein designated as a
‘““barrel” lever or levers, as a, FIBS 1, 3, 4,

leased by the thumb-catch B, thus depress- N |

ing the barrel and ejecting the shells through
the resulting action of the extractor-cam.

70'_.'_' |

- The said barrel lever or levers: may be of a

form, as a, Figs. 1, 8, and 4, adapted to en- =
gage Wwith some sunple thumb or finger cateh

| that may be operated by the thumb or finger

of the hand that holds the revolver, or the
said barrel-lever may be constructed solely

with a view to giving strength, as a in Fig.
1 5, or the said bm rel- lever may be constructed- .
| mth a view alone to furnishing a bearing for

The smd barrel le-
of either of the sides A’ or A", Fig. 2, of the

slotted joint whieh holds the' idler or ex-
tractor-cam, or both sides of the slotted joint

may be extended rearwardly either as sepa-
rate barrel-levers or as a common barrel-le-

common barrel-lever. The barrel- levers may

be of the same form or different, as one to
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‘ver, which may take the form of two separate -
| barlel levers sultably united so as to form a

give strength and one to operate the locking -

by the rearward extension of the slotted joint

| devwe Whel e the sald barrel-leveris formed |

it may be called an ‘‘inside” barrel-lever, as '

it will lie within the forward portion of the

95

revolver-frame, that underlying the cylinder
when the revolver is locked ready for firing.

Fig. 6 shows a breakdown revolver with in-

side barrel-lever, but with a ‘“Colts” frame.

W hen the revolveris ready for firing, the bar-

rel-lever will evidently lie within the revolver-

frame. The barrel lever or levers, however,

100

instead of being so placed as to lie within the
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| revolver-frame may be so placed as to lie on B '
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the outside of and by the side of that portion
of the revolver-frame underlying the barrel
when in position for firing. The barrel-lever

may in the latter case be called an ‘““‘outside?
barrel-lever.  Fig. 8 shows a breakdown re-

volver with out81de barrel-lever.

Where the barrel-lever is so eonstructed

- and placed as to lie by the side of the re-

IO
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volver - frame, the barrel-lever being also
adapted to engage with a thumb or finger

catch, a suitable recess containing said catch
- 1s provided for the rear end of the lever,
As is also shown in Fl”‘ S,
‘this recess is preferably extended for waldly

a8
shown in Kig. 8.

in the shape of a shoulder or ledge underly-
ing the lever and intended to plotect it, as

,from blows from below.

- Outside barrel-levers majr lie elthel to the

- -Ilﬂ"ht or to the left of the forward portion of

the revolver-frame, or two outside barrel-le-

~.vers may be used in the same revolver, one

.3_0

- to the right and one to the left, which may
be of the same form or different, as one to
give strength and one to operate the locking

device. Asinthe case of the inside barrel-le-
vers, the outside barrel-levers may also be

suitably united, so as to form a common bar-

rel-lever.

VYarious combinations of banel lewers as

one on either side of the revolver-frame and
one within the frame, may be used, although

- whether the number be one, two, or more

~revolver-frame has the especial advantage of

they act conjointly and may be described as
a single barrel-lever made up of several com-

ponent parts or pieces acting as a whole or

unit.. The barrel-lever on the outside of the

- not 1nterfer1nfr with the firing and levolvmcr

._40.

mechanism. It 1s-also well adapted to give
strength,in that instriking an opponent with

the revolver the blow on the barrel will be

~transmitted to the frame instead of tending,
~as heretofore to derange the alinement of the

eylinder and: stra,p wu;h the said barrel and |

45

- said thumb or finger catch.

may be readily adapted to engage with the

- rel-lever, however is especially adapted to

furnish a bearing for the spring by means of
- which the barrel is automatically depressed,
‘may incidentally add considerable strength,

and has also the special advantage of bemﬂ'

concealed within the 1evolver—f1ame, emept

- when the barrel is depressed.

55

“barrel-lever,

The form of the barrel lever or leﬁ'em,

whether inside or outside barrel-levers, may

be Varled_largely-——as for example, the inside
in order to avoid interfering

N  with the revolvmﬂ' and ﬁrmn‘ mechanism ,INay
o -be bent out and around Lhe firing and revolv—

6o i

ing mechanism, or the inside barrel lever

may be flattened very much at the rear end,

SO 48 to overhe, and thus avoid mterfermo*
with, the firing and revolving mechamsm_

- The lenﬂ'th a]_so of the barrel 1ever or levers
- may be Varled largely.

As an extreme the
barrel-lever may be shortened until it not

' only avoids mterfermﬂ' with the firing and re-

'The inside bar-

685,880

 volving mechanism, but until i bale]y fry-

nishes beal ing for the said barrel-leverspring.

The barrel lever or levers, whether 11181(516

or outside barrel-levers, or both are prefer-
ably forged in one piece with the barrel, as

shown in Figs. 1, 6, and 8, although one or

{ more may be separ ate par ts su1tably attached
to the barrel and to each other, as may be de-

sirable.

75

The thumb or finger catch is preferably so

:consm ‘ucted and placed in the frame of the

revolver that it may be conveniently oper-

ated by the thumb or finger of the hand that
holds the revolver, or where more than one
barrel-lever is used a corresponding number

Three different

of catches may be used.

forms of catches are shown in Figs. 1, 3, and
4. In order to release the barrel-levera, Fig.

1, the cateh 1B 1s pushed forward by the

thumb or finger, when thetwo corresponding -

teeth, the one in the catch and theone in the

barrel lever,becomedisengaged,which leaves
the barrel- level spring S free to throw or push
the barrel-lever up quickly. The two teeth
or shoulders shown in Fig. 3 are intended to

engage horizontally, as it were, instead of

vertlca,lly, as in Fig. 1. In order to release
the barrel-lever, the catch B, Fig. 4, is pushed

90
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or pulled baekward The fmm of catch may
be varied largely as the best practice may re-

quire and may be pushed or pulled forward
or backward or inward in such a manner and

direction asits construction may make nec-
essary. Where no form of cateh is used in

conjunction with the barrel-lever, as where

100

the barrel-lever is intended merely to give

strength or to serve as a bearing for the bar-
rel-lever spring, or both, some form of catch
| may be used in connection with the str ap as

at present. Where the said thumb or finger

catch is used in connection with the bauel—-

lever, the catch at present used with thestrap

may Dbe omitted, the rear portion of the strap

simply resting in a slot or recess formed by
upward ploJeetlons O, Fig.

catch-pos (s.

In view of the differences shown or sug-
gested and others which may obviously be
made it 18 to be herein understood that I do

not limit myself to the exact construction

2, of the revolver-
frame and somewhat mmﬂm to the usual |

105
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shown or described, but hold myself at lib-

erty to make such changes and alterations

as fairly fall within the splrlt and scope of my

invention.

Having thus described my 1nvent1on what
Iclaim as new, and desir e to secure by Lettels
Patent, is—

1. In revolvniu* ﬁlearms, partlculally of the
breakdown elass the combination, substan-.

tially as aforesaid, of the barrel, a,nd the rear-

ward extension of the said barrel, along and

underneath the cylinder, designated as the
‘“ barrel-lever,” together with a suitable recess
in the revolver-frame adapted o receive the
said barrel-lever, when the revolveris closed,
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| whereby blows on the barrel may be trans-
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mitted to the frame, instead of as heretofore, |

tending to derange the alinement of the cyl-

‘inder and strap, mth the barrel.

2. Inrevolving firearms, particularly of the
breakdown elese, the combination, substan-
tially as aforesaid, of the barrel,' the rear-
ward extension of the barrel along and under-
neath the cylinder, designated as the * barrel-
lever,” together with a smtable recess in the
revolyer- fla,me, adapted to receive the said
barrel-lever, when the revolver is closed, and
the barrel-lever cateh, also within the Ire-
volver-frame, adapted to engage or release at
will the said barrel-lever, whereby blows on
the barrel will be transmitted to the frame,
without injury to the integrally-attached por-
tions of the barrel, while the said barrel-lever

may be released at will by the revolver*ha,nd

alone.

3. Inrevelving ﬁrearme, particularly of the
breakdown class, the combination, substan-
tially as hereinbefore set forth, of the barrel,

the rearward extension of the barrel along
and underneath the cylinder, designated as

the “barrel-lever,” together with a smteble re-
cess in the revolver-freme, adapted to receive

the said barrel-lever, the barrel-lever catch

also within the revolver-fra,me and adapted

to engage or release at will the said barrel-
lever, and the barrel-lever spring within the

h
m_
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revolver-freme in a suitable Dosmon to act

upon the said barrel-lever; all of which where-
by blows on the barrel may be transmitted

leased at will, and when so released, the bar-
rel may be dutomatleally depressed through
the resulting action of the said barrel-lever

spring upon the said barrel- lever, all substan-

tially as set forth.
'AUDL“EY I—I._STOW‘ ~

Witnesses: -
- R. J. WATTS
T. D. BURGESS

to the frame, the said barrel-lever may be re-
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