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To all whom it may concern: o
Beit known that I, CHARLESIRA ORMSBER,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Platteville,in thecountyof Grant and State of
Wisconsin, have invented a new and useful
Rein Guide and Supporter, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification. ,_ | |
T'his invention relates to rein guides and
supporters; and the object of the same is to

provide simple and effective means for pre-

venting the reins from becoming crossed or

~ falling into the mud or dust after a horse is
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hitched; to obviate cateching the reins under
parts of harness below the same or under the
whiffletree and held out of reach of a horse’s
tail; torenderdrivingeasyand avoid a clumsy
appearance or an inornate effect when the de-

‘viceis applied, and toreadily apply the device.
to harness without changing the structure of
the latter or necessitating additional fasten-
ingdevices and obtain a positive and reliable
securement whereby the guide or supporter
will always be maintained In operative rela-
tion to the parts of harness in engaging rela-

tion therewith.

‘The invention consists in the construction

and arrangement of the several parts, which
will be more fully hereinafter described and
claimed. o .

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a rein guide or supporter embodying

the features of the invention and shown ap-
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plied to dotted harness parts. Tig. 2isa lon-
gitudinal vertical section of the improved
guide or supporter. Fig. 3 is a perspective
view of the guide or supporter on a larger

scale than shown by Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a de-
- tail perspective view of a slightly-modified

form of the guide or support. o
Similar numerals of reference areemployed

to indicate corresponding parts in the several

views. | .
In the construction of the improved guide
or supporter it is proposed to use all of one

kind of material or a composition of rigid and

flexible materials, such as metal and leather

~or any other substances adapted for the pur-

pose. It has been found that leather, owing.

to its lightness, durability, and flexibility, is
preferable for general use, though different
users may desire other materials, and it is

‘tion, and when once placed in such position
it will remain intact with the set of harness

also intended that the device be ornamented |

by Fig. 2.

| with suitable metal or other trimmings to cor-

respond to the harness with which it is used,
and in the application of the guide to heavy
harness the several parts may be reinforced

and strengthened as may be found necessary.

Therefore it will be understood that in the
subsequent description a practical embodi-

‘ment of the invention will be disclosed as

formed of flexible material, such as leather;
but the use of the latter material contem-

Pplates the substitution of any other suitable

material, as set forth.

Thenumeral 1 designates a hip-pad of elon-
gated form and preferably continuous from
end to end. This pad will alsobe preferably
constructed of leather to make it pliable or
{lexible and to produce an easy bearing on
the rear portion of the body of the animal, as
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well as afford convenient means of applying

the entire device in operative position in con-

nection with ordinary harness. Asshown by

Kigs. 1, 2,and 3, the pad is centrally traversed -

in-a longitadinal direetion by a two-part at-

taching-strap 2, passing over outer end loops
or terrets 3, of thicker material, and then at-
tached at its terminals adjacent the terminals

of the said pad, the space between the outer
lower portion of the strap and the similar por-
tion of the loop or terret at each end being

filled by suitable plugs 4. The center of the
‘strap I left unattached to the pad to provide

means for passing the back-strap of harness
between the same and the pad, as shown by

{ Fig.1,and oneend 5 of thestrapisformed with

IIIIIII

one or more apertures to detachably engage
the buckle or other analogous device 6 on the
opposite end 7. Portions of the strap nesar
the inner connecting ends 5 and 7 are also
left unattached to the pad to form openings
3 for the passage therethrough of the hip-

straps or breeching-supports, and the outer
| portions of these openings 8 are reinforced by

the introduction of plugs 9, as clearly shown
This construetion will permit the
guide or supporter as an entirety to be posi-
tively held in operative position and so that
the loops or terrets will have a proper direc-

and be always ready for use at the time the
harness is applied.
The construction shown by Fig. 4 includes
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all the parts just deseribed with the excep-

tion of the plugs at the intermediate points,
the confining-strap in this instance being se-
cured to the hip-pad completely to the eenter
opening forthe passage of the back-strap, and
in applying this form of the device the hip-
straps are rested or passed over a two-part at-

- taching-strap and pad between the central fas-

tening means and the end loops or terrets.

10 This form will in many instances be pre-

L5

ferred by some and is more easily applied, as

~will be understood, and in both constructions

a seat tor the hip-straps is provided on each
side of the center between the central fasten-
ing means and the loops or terrets. Thereis
noright orleft adaptation necessary,as either
side edﬂ‘e may be placed in adva,uce
also. 1ntended to have the loops or terrets in
.some 1nstances at a distance apart equal to

20 the distance between the terrets or loops of

.2_5

the harness-saddle or back-pad, there being
commonly but two widths, so as to carry the

reins refrulaﬂy in str awht lines from neck to
tall of the animal.

In applying the improved devlee in either
form it is preferred that the same be fastened
to the back-strap of harness in rear of the hip
straps or supporters. The reins will always

- be maintained in proper driving condition

30 and out of reach of a horse’s tail and can

- refts.

35

-never fall below the level of the loops or ter-
By the use of the guide or supporter:

set torth crossing or twisting of thereins will
be prevented and the said reins can always
be picked up in precisely the same position in

- which they were dropped by a driver.

Many other advantages will appear from

time to time to those using the device, and

changes in the form, size, proportiom and

40 minor details may be resorted to without in
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the least departing from the principle of the
invention. -

~Having thus deser 1bed the invention, what
is clmmed as new is—

1. A rein-guide comprising a flexible hlp—

| Itls,
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pad of a single thickness, to extend trans-
versely across and conform to the shape of the

back of the animal adjacent to the hip-straps,
an attaching-strap extending longitudinally
over and secured to the upperside of said pad

and having its inner terminals directly pro-
vided with separable and adjustable connect-
ing devices whichareadapted tobe united and
forming with the portion of the pad beneath a

50

passage for the free movement therethrough 55

of the back-strap of harness, and ocuter end
stationary loops inside the terminals of the

hip-pad over which pass the opposite portions

of the said attaching-strap to the terminal
portions of the pad where they are secured,

the loops being of thicker material than the

latter strap.
2. A rein-guaide comprising a flexible hip-

pad for arrangement transversely of and to

conform to the back of the animal adjacent
the location of the hip-straps, an attaching-
strap having loose inner terminals directly
provided with separable and adjustable con-
necting devices which are adapted to be
united and form a passage with the portion
of the pad beneath for free movement of the
back-strap of harnesstherethrough, the outer
portions of the attaching-strap being secured
adjacent to the ends of the pad, and loops

near theends of the pad over which the oppo-

site portions of the attaching-strap pass, the
sald strap being fastened to the pad and loops
its full length from the inner loose terminals
except at points between said terminals and
the loops where openings are formed for pas-
sage between said strap and ‘i‘he pad of the
hip-straps. |

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
myown I have hereto affixed my signaturein
the presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES. I. ORMSBEL.

Witnesses:
T. L. CLEARY,
J. E. FAWCETT.,
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