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I all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, DAvID D. WIEAND, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Allen-
town, in the county of Lehigh and State of
Pennsylvania, have invented a new and use-
ful Harness-Saddle, of which the following is
a specification. |

1This invention relates to harness-saddles,
and particularly to tree-plates for use with
moderately heavysaddles which are used with
harness employed in connection with express
and delivery wagons; and the object in view
Is to provide a simple and effective resilient
and flexible plate formed in one piece and
capable of being bent into shape to suit the
form of the backs of different animals and re-
taining its contour after adjustment, all se-
curing and otherdevices being dispensed with
as far as possible to avoid interference with
the ready adjustment of the plate without in
the least impairing the strength of the device.

The invention consists in the construction
and arrangement of the several parts, which
will be more fully hereinafter deseribed and
claimed. . - | '

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a tree-plate embodying the features
of theinventjon. Fig. 21isalongitudinal ver-
tical section of the same. Tig. 3 is a trans-
verse vertical section thereof, taken through
the center. -_

Similar numerals of reference are employed
to indicate corresponding parts in the several
views. |

The numeral 1 designafes the improved |

tree-plate, whichisformed from a single piece
of bendable resilient material of a suitable
hature and comprises an upper central wide
arch2 to form a seat and from which opposite
members 5 of less width depend at an angle
of inclination, the angle of the said members
being variable by bending the same to suit
the contour or shape of the portions of the

- backs of different animals over which the

saddle as an entirety is placed. Between the
center of the arch or seat 2 and the terminals
of the members 3 the tree-plate is unbroken
by apertures or projections except adjacent
the terminals of the said members, where

openings 4 are provided, one in each member,

for the reception of the shanks or securing
portions of terret-rings or analogous guides.

' The arch or seat 2 is strengthened by the ap-

plication to the under side thereof of a rein-
force - plate 5, which is held in connection
with the plate itself by a single centrally-dis-
posed rivet or fastening 6, the remaining por-
tion of the reinforce, particularly at the sides,
being free, so that the arch and the members
5 can be adjusted to any degree desired by
bending without meeting with a resistance
which would be present if the reinforce is
firmly fastened at all points, and thereby per-
mit the plate to remain in its adjusted shape.
The reinforce is ecurved to correspond to the
shape of the arch or seat and the portions of
the members 3 which it extends over, and
through the center of the arch or seat and
the reinforce a rear opening 7 is formed to re-
ceive a fastening device to hold the plate 1
in the desired position in relation to the re-
malning portions or parts of the saddle, and
also formed with a front slot 8 to receive the
shank or securing device of a check-hook, the
said slot being at the front, and both the slot
3 and opening7 areinlongitudinal alinement.
From the central portion of the rear end of
the arch or seat a tongue 9 extends and is
made long enough to be bent nnder to inclose
an attaching-loop 10 and also bear against
the under side of the adjacent portion of the
reinforce at the center to assist in supporting

the latter without interfering with the same

at the side edges, the bent tongue being held

in shape by a rivet 11 passed through the

parts thereof in rear of the plate proper.

It will be understood that the improved
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tree-plate is to be used with any suitable form

of padding, covering, and general fittings or

hardware, and the members 3 being flat and.
light can be easily applied to remain in their
t. One material advan-
tage of the improved tree-plate is that the.
slant or angle of the opposite portions of the

05

desired adjustment.

saddle can be readily adjusted after the plate

18 lodged in position and inclosed by the parts

of the said saddle without destroying the de-
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sirable resiliency of the plate toaccommodate

the shape of the back of the animal to which
the saddle is applied, and, as before stated,

the reinforce under the arch or seat does not
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interfere in the least with the adjustment of

the plate, but does prevent the arch or seat

from being crushed or crowded down. Theim-



proved tree-plate makes it DOSSIble tolighten | bemﬂ transversely widened and the ﬂat mem-:.;?-:';-;.

10

same.

the saddle without detracting in the “least
from the strength or wearing d nrability of the
All the partscomposing the tree-plate
in the main and including the plate proper,
with its areh and members, the bent tongue,

~and the reinforce, are made of the same ma-

terial, which is preferably bendable resilient
sheet metal of a light nature, and though the
improved tree- pla,te has been set forth as

‘adapted for use with a particular kind of sad-
dle it will be understood that at times it may.

be used in connection with other saddles
where found applicable.

Having thus described the in ventwn What.

18 elalmed as new Is—

A tree-plate for a harness- sa,ddle formed
from asingle piece of bendable resilient sheet,
metal and provided with an upper central

20 arch and opposite depending flat members,
having an angle of inclination, the said arch |

6_'85,80é .

bers reduced toward their lower ends, and a

tion, the

latter are adjusted by bending. -

In testimony that I elaim the foreﬂomg as}f e
my own I have hereto affixed my swna,ture 111:‘-:'{-’:-_:_f_{f_'.;f--:'__f;-f.-:;’f;—

the presence of two witnesses. -
DAVID D WIEAND

Witnesses: o
MILTON FOC‘HS |
PRESTON BACHMAN

reinforce fitted close against the under side. - .=
of the arch portion of the pla,te and secured 25
to the latter by a fastening in the center, the -
forward end of said plate bemfr prowded Wlth{f- R
a rearwardly - bent underlappmn' portion, & . o
fastening device- for said underlapping por-
said reinforce extending the full 30...
transverse width of the arch and the side . .-
edges left free and loose to avoid interfering -
with the said members and the arch “hen the_-_-?
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