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- To aZZ whom it may concern:
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Be it known that I, CLARENCE EDWARD

STORCK, a citizen of the United States, resid-

ing at Baltlmore in the State of Maryland

hz:we invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Can-Cutters; and I do hereby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exactdescription of theinvention, such as will

~enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to improvements in

‘can-openers, and particularly to that class of

can-openers which are provided with means
for gripping and holdm g the can to be opened.
It consists in a can-opener provided with

- gripping-jaws for holding the can and a han-

dle pivoted thereto, carrying a cutter adapted

~ to be forced into the end of the can, the said
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gripping-jaws ‘affording pivotal support for

the end of the handle of the cutter, the struc-

- ture being such that the can may be easily
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and yet rwuily held in position while the can-
cutter is operated for cuttmﬂ' the end of the
can. |

It also eonsmts in celtam other novel con-
-structwns combinations, and arrangements

of parts, as will be heremafter more f ully de-

-seribed and claimed.

30

In the accompanying dla,wmn*s Flgm‘e 1

represents a top plan view of the gripping-

Jaws of my improved can-opener. Fig.2isa

~ side elevation of the can- -opener, showmﬂ' the
~ gripping-jaws in place around the end of a
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- can,
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- can and the cutter forced through the top of

- represents an end elevation of the gripping-
- jaws.
and handle removed from the gripping-jaws. -
- Fig. 518 a top plan view of the same.

a can ready for the cutting operation. Fig. 3

Fig. 4 is a side elevation of the cutter

is a detail side elevation of the cuttmﬂ'-blade
removed from the handle. | |
In providing a can-opener for opening cans
of the usual size I find it very desirable to
form the same with suitable gripping means

by which the can to be operated upon can be
- firmly gripped and held in position by one

hand Whlle the other hand operates the cut-
ting mechamsm for opening the end of the

means capable of adjustment to cans of dif-
ferent sizes in common use. In embodying

11

Fln' 6

It is also desirable to make the fmppm g |
handle 10.

' the guppm portlon of the openel of j Jaws 1 1 |
which are provided with semicircular gmp- .
ping portions, prefembly formed with serra- -
‘tions or teeth 2 2 on theirinner edges. .
jaws 1 are pivoted together, as at 3 theirends: - -
being preferably turned downwardlv to.a.

slight degree and arranged to lap over each;, B

other as illustrated in Fw 3.0f the drawings.

~These

I usually mterpose a v«a:-,hel as 4, between-.-. -

Each of the gripping

‘the ends of the jaws, as seen in sald Fig. 8. .
The other ends of the gripping-jaws are pro-. =
longed to form handles 5 5, which may-be -
grasped by the 0peratm and drawn together._ "
for tightly gripping a can between the jaws .. - .

-jaws is formed =~ -

with a vertical standard, as 6, extending ' =

upwardly from the jaws a smt&ble dlstanee, o

as seen in Fig. 2 of the drawings, and pro-

standard is an arm 7.

jecting latera,lly from the upper end ofeach -
‘The inner ends of .
the arms 7 preferably meet and are formed L

with elongated slots, as 8 8, thus Joining the;"-':,"'

arms 7 7 towether in an ad,]ustable manner.,

While the jaws 11 may be arranged to fit. -
cans of various sizes, for ordma,r}’ purposes .

an ad,]ustment which will adapt them to the . ..
two sizes of cans commonly used in putting =
8 . ...
I have therefore illustrated in the drawings . .
the arms 7 7 with slots 8 of such length: that SPURETINAR
when the jaws are drawn a.parb the pivot 9
will be held in a central posmon over the
ends of a can of the ordinary size in common 85 -~
use—such, for instance, as a tomato-can. =~
When the jaws are drawn together more-:-_?_.
closely, so as to fit around & can of the size -
of the ordmary corn-can, the pwot-pm will. .
be held in a central posmon over the end

certain articles upon the market is sufficient.

each other.

for engaging the end of the can..

The stand- -
ards 6 are made of suﬂiclent height to extend -~

above the end of a can after the gripping-.

jaws have been arranged around the body“g |
100 .
The pivot-pin 9 carries the end of a eutter-: Lo
The said cutter-handle 10ispref- = -

porfion of the can, as seen in Fig. 2.

erably formed of two members—an inner one
this invention in pra,etlca,l form I construct | 11 and an outer one 12-——-Wh1ch are ad,]ustable o

- - oAt
............
|||||||||||||||||||||||

...................
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thereof by the outer ends of the slots 88, =~ =~

which are then brought into comcldence Wlth-f FERSERRI
The can-gripping means is thus .

| c&pable of adjusting itself instantly to either .~

size of can and wﬂl hold the cmter properly
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outer member 12 is adjusted so that its end |
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is used to adapt the cutter to di

This ad] ustni_ent

with respect to each other. _
‘erent sizes !

of cans gripped by the gripping-jaws.

outer member 12 may be inserted. This In-

ner end of the said outer member 12 is formed

with an offset portion 14, on the end of which
is formed a laterally- e*{tendmn‘ rib or pro-
jection 15, adapted to engage recesses or
grooves 16 and 17, formed in a ‘thickened
portmn of the inner handle member 11. The
outer end of the member 11 is formed with a
reduced portion 18, adapted to coincide with

a reduced portion 19 on the outer member 12,

A loose ring or collar 20 slides upon the re-
duced portion 19 of the outer member 12 and
is adapted to be slipped over the reduced end
18 of the member 11 for clamping it in posi-
tion against the outer member 12.
membel 12 carries a knife or cutter 21 pro-
jecting therefrom and having sharp cutting
edges, as 22 22, The cutter is pr eterably
shaped as shown in I'ig. 6, being approxi-
mately spear-shaped in side elevation. To
one side of the knife or cutter 21 is arranged
alateral projection 23 on the said outer mem-
ber 12 of the handle, which regulates the
depth to which the knife 21 may be sunkinto
the metal of the can.

When cutting a can of large diameter, the
rib or projection 15 engages the outer groove
orrecess16oftheinner member11l. This will

bring the cutting-knife 21 near the edge of
the can. VWhen a small can is to be opened,

the outer member 12 is so adjusted that its
end rib or projection 15 engages the inner
recess or groove 17.  Thiswill draw the knife
inwardly toward the pivot-point 9 and bring
the knife near the edge of a small can and in
a proper position for cuttmn" the same.
-When the stracture is to be used, it is only

- necessary to slip the gripping-—jaws over the
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cover of the can.

end of the can to be opened and draw the
same firmly into engagement with the sides
of the can by grasping handles 5 5. The
handle of the cutter is then drawn around to
one of the arms 7 and pressed downwardly
slightly to force the cutiing-knife 21 into the
The joint between the cut-
ter-handle and the arms 7 is sufficiently
loose to permit of a little play between the
said arms and the said handle. After the

catier 21 has been forced into the metal of

‘the cover, the can being firmly held by the

11’1,11(:119505 thecutter hz—mdlels drawn around
the pwot—pomt 9, so that the knife 21 makes
a cut around the edge of the can until the
other arm 7 is reached by the handle. |
The arms 7 7 are arranged sufficiently close
together so that a cut of ample length will
have been thus made in the cover of the can.
When a can of different size is to be oper-
ated upon, 1t is only necessary to adjust the
members of the cutter-handle as above de-

The
inner member 11 is formed with an elongated
slot 13, through which the inner end of the-

|

"The outer:

l

gripping

685,654

seribed, when the apparatus is ready for op- o

eration upon said can.
The parts are.extremely sm]ple in str uctm e
and can be made strong and effective for the

‘purpose, and the device can be made in an

inexpensive manner.
Among other advantages possessed by my

lmploved can-opener I would especially men-

tion the safety with which it may be operated.
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It is so arranged and constructed that a.can

can be. ‘J"I‘l[)ped and opened without the pos-

sibility of the operator’s hands coming in con-

tact with the ragged tin where the same has
been cut. The movement of the cutter is

also positively predetermined and cannot ac-

cidentally slip and eause damage.
Having now described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Lettels

P.:'Ltent IS"-""

1. A can-cutter comprising means for grip-
ping the end of a can, means carried thereby

for automatleally cen_termn* a cutter over the
end of cans of different sizes, and a cutter
comprising a handle pivoted to said gripping
means, aud a cutting-blade carried thel eby,
qubstanblally as descl 1bed.

2. A can holder and cutter,
-jaws pivoted togethel, auntomatic-
dll}f adjustable means for holding a pivot-pin
over the center of cans of different sizes, and
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acutter havingahandle pivoted on said pivot-
pin, whereby the cutter may be properly held -

in poswmn for rotation in opening the end of
the can which is being opela,ted upon sub-
stantially as descubed . o

3. A can holder and cutter,

extending toward each other, a pivot-pin ad-
justably connecting said arms at their meet-
ing ends, whereby the holder may be used

I0C

_ eompmsmg |
| gripping-jaws, arms supported thereon and
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upon cans of different sizes and yet center .

pivoted to said pivot-pin for cuttlno' the end
of a can, substantially as desembed

! the pin over the center of the can, a cutter

IT0 -

4. A can holder and cutter, formed with
gripping-jaws having serrations or teeth upon -

their inner surfaces, smd jaws being
together at one end and formed with handles
at “their outer ends, standards carried by said

pivoted

11§

jaws, so that the jaws may be arranged about
the circumference of the can while the cutter

may be supported over the end of the can,

arms carried by said standards and extend-

ing overthe end of the can toward each other,
sald arms having slots in their ends, a pivot-
pin for engaging both slots, whereby the said
pin will be centered automatically over cans
of different sizes, and a cutter having itshan-
dle pivoted to said pivot-pin for forming a

fulerum for the cutting operation, substan
tially as desecribed.

5. A can holder and cutter, compmsmg..
{ gripping means for engaging a can, a cutter
pivoted thereto comprising a cutting-blade,
and adjustable handle portions carrying the
sald blade, whereby the blade may be 'Ldgust
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ed to cut eans of different dlameter substan-_ | and a slldmﬂ' sleeve or 100p for blﬂdlnﬂ‘ the.
| partsin their adjusted positions, whereby the.

tially as desecribed.

6. A can holder and cutter, COI]lpI‘lSIl]D' a,

can-gripping means, a cutter pwoted therefo,

‘comprising a cattin U-blade, a divisible han- |

dle carrying the said blade, and means for
adjusting one section of the handle upon the
other for regulating the distance of the cut-
ter from its fulcrum, to adapt it to dif
sized cans, substantially as described.

7. A can cutter and holder, comprising a

can-gripping means, a cutter pwoted thereto
comprising  a cuttmfr blade, and a divisible
“handle carrying the same, one section of the

said handle being slotted and provided with

‘recesses and grooves, the other section hav-
ing an offset end portion adapted to be in-

serted through said slot, a projection or rib
on said offset portion for engaging the re-

cesses or or ooves of the other handle sectlon |

ferent-

cutter may be adapted to cans of different di-

---ameters substantially as described. . e
8. A can cutter and holder, comprising a
can-gripping means, a can- eutter pivoted .
thereto, provided with a suitable handle, a - .
cuttmc-*-blade depending from said ha,ndle T
and a projection also. depending from sald;_'-' |
handle to one side of the cutting-blade for

forming a.stop to limit the depth to which - .

‘the cutter may be forced into the top of
can, substantially as deseribed.: o
In testimony whereof I hereunto aﬂh my_ o

swna,tme 1n presence of two Wltnesses

CLARENOE EDWARD STORCK

Witnesses:
- GEo. J. STORCK,
WM. A. STORCK., -
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