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To all whom it may concern:

UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

JOHN W. PRIDMORE

OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS,
HARVESTING MACHINE COMPANY OF CHIOAGO ILLINOIS

ASSIGNOR TO MCCORMICK

-'D‘RAFT-BRACEKIET FOR MOW__ERS ORTH_E LIKE.

SPECIFICATION formmg- part of Letters Patent. No. 6835, 638 dated October 29, 1901
Applmatwn filed July 23, 1901. Serial No. 69, 35‘? Mo medel)

Be it known that I, JOHN W. PRIDMORE
citizen of the United States of America, remd-

‘ing at Chicago, county of Cook, State of Tli-

nois, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Draft-Brackets for Mowers
or the Like: and I do hereby declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-

tion of the mventlon such as will enable oth-
ers skilled in theart to Whlch it appe1tams to

make and use the same.

The invention relatestothat part of the ma-
chine where the connection is made between
the whiffletree or evener and the draft-rod

that extends down to the eutting apparatus;
and it consists in the particular eonstruetmn‘
hereinafter deseribed and claimed of draft-

bracket that is pivoted to the tongue and is
interposed between the evener and the front
end of the rod.

The 1mp10vement is illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings, wherein-—

Figure 1is a plan view of a mower of-well-
known type and construction. K¥ig. 2 is a de-
tail view showing part of the tongueand draft-
rod in elevatlon with the brac]{et attached
and the evener in section. Fig. 3 is an un-
derneath view of the parts shown in Fig. 2,
the evener being shown in dotted lines. F10
4 is a central vertaeal section of the draft-
bracket detached, and Fig. 5 is a perspective
view of the blaeket lookmﬂ' from the front
corner.

Referring first to Flﬂ' 1 A denotes the
tongue, B the frame, C C the wheels, and G
the cutting apparatus of the machine. No
descmptlon of any of these parts is deemed
necessary, as machines of the construction
shown have long been known and used.
Moreover, the pr esent invention is notlimited
to any partmular construction of these parts.
The whiffletree or evener is denoted by F, and
E indicates the draft-rod. This rod, as will
be seen in Fig. 1, extends to and connects
with the yoke D to which the inner shoe of
the cutting apparatus is secured. It 18 not
new to eonnect the evener to this yoke by

means of a draft-rod, and the purpose and

offect of such cenneetlon are well understood.
The invention herein pertains solely to the

N fmnt end of the rod and the evener; . and the |

object in view is to enable the team to draw
on the cutting apparatus with an-elastic or

yielding pull up to a certain point, after which

the draft becomes rigid and unyielding.
Referring now to Figs. 2t0 5, the evener I
is connected to the tongue through the inter-
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mediacy of a pivoted dratt-bracket consisting .

of a body portion a of about the width of the
tongue and recessed, as best shown in EFigs.

4and5
portion are two arms b b, by means of which

‘1 the bracket is pivoted to the tongue by a

through-bolt {. Depending from 1he under

side of the body of the bracket, and prefer-
ably from the corner nearest the standing

orass, is an arm ¢, having an eye in its lowel

end mto which the front end of the draft-rod

E is hooked. The evener is holted between

the arms of a stirrup c, whose rear closed end

is of an appropriate size and shape to fit
snugly in the recessed part of the bracket,
provision being preferably made for adj ust-
ing the lateral position of the stirrup with
respect to the bracket, as will be presently
described. Extendmo‘ rearward from the
closed end of the stwrup is a headed bolt ¢,
which projects through the rear wall of the
recess and has a coiled spring s encireling 1t
and reacting between the head 7 and the rear
side of the blacket As will be seen from
Figs. 8 and 5, the recess of the bracket is

much wider than the stirrup, and the rear
‘wall of the recess is provided with a plu-

rality of holes (indicated at « in dotted lines
in Fig. 8) into any one of which the bolt e
may be set so as to adjust the lateral posi-
tion of the stirrup.and evener to counter-
act the side draft of the machine in a well-
known manner.
herein shown as a nut serewing onto a thread,

6o

Extendmﬂ' upward from this body -
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The head of the bolt is

and it is particularly des1rab1e that it should .

be removable, both for the purpose of con-

veniently making and changing the above-
described lateral adjustment of the evener

and stirrup and for the purpose of rigging up

and removing and replacing, if desired, the
spring on the bolt. It is intended that this
spring shall be appropriate to the draft of the
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machine and of sufficient strength to carry
means for makmg connectlon between the lthe machine 1n 01dmary work, pullmﬂ' first
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on the cutting apparatus, as heretofore ex-
plained and as now well understood in this
class of machine. At thesame time it is de-
sirable in unusual cutting or when the cut-
ting apparatus falls into any considerable de-
pression that the draft shall be rigid, so as

the more promptly and certainly to lift the in-
ner shoe and prevent the guards from digging

into the ground. In 01de1 to effect this re-
sult, I provide a rod 7, running through the
stirr up and fixed into the side walls of the re-
cess in the body of the bracket, as best shown
in- Kigs. 4 and 5. This rod determines the
extent to which the stirrup can be drawn out
and of course limits the amount of compres-
sion of the spring, inasmuch as it forms a
dead-stop against which the team pulls when
the resistance of the draft becomes so great
that the spring is not strong enough to dmw
the machine. This is an 1mp01tent feature
of the invention, as it not only provides a di-
rect rigid draft at the time when it is needed,
but prevents any sudden and i injurious com-
pression of the spring. As best shown in Fig.
2, the arms b and ¢ of the bracket extend for-
waldly of the body portion. The object of
this arrangement is to bring the evener more
nearly into the vertical pl.:me of the bracket’s
pivot, which position is most advantageous
and where also the evener would naturelly
come if it were connected directly to the
bracket instead of by means of the spring and
bolt.

Having thus described the 1nvent10n what

I ¢laim, cllld desire to secure, is—

1. In a mower or like maehme, the combi-
nation with a tongue, of a draft-bracket piv-
oted at its upper end to the tongue, a draft-
rod connected to the lower end of the bracket,
an evener connected to the bracket at an
intermediate point between its ends, and a
spring reacting Dbetween the eveuel and
bracket.

2. In a mower or like machine, the combi-

nation with the tongue and draft rod, of a
pivoted draft- bracket having upwardlv ex-

~ tending arms on either side of the tongue, a
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downwaldly extending arm to whleh the
draft-rod is connected, an evener connected
to the bracket mtermedmte the arms, and a
spring reacting between the evener and the
bracket.

3. In a mower or like machine, the combi-

nation with the tongue, of a bracket pivoted
at 1ts upper end to the tongue, a draft-rod ,

685,638

connected to the lower end of the bracket, an

evener, a stirrup extending rearward from
the evener, a headed bolt projecting from
the stirrup through the bracket, and a spring

| reacting between the head of the bolt and

the rear side of the bracket. . |
4. In a mower or like machine, the combi-

nation with the tongue and draft-rod, of a

pivoted draft- bracket having upwmdly-—-ex-— :

tending arms on either side of the tongue, a
recessed body portion, and a downwar dly-ex-

t tending arm to whleh the draft-rod is con:

nected an evener, a stirrup extending rear-
ward f101n the 6V6ﬂ61 and sliding in the re-
cess in the bracket, a headed bolt projecting
from the stulup thlough the back of the re-
cess, and a spring reacting between the head

'ef the bolt and the bracket.

5. In a mower or like machine, the combi-
nation with the tongue and draft- rod, of a
draft-bracket pwoted at i1ts upper end to the
tongue and connected at its lower end to the

'dmft rod, an evener, a connection between

the evener and the braeket, ahd means for
adjusting the connection laterally of the
bracket.

6. In combination with the tongue and
draft-rod of a mower or like maehlne, a draft-
bracket having a recessed body portion «,
upwardly and for waldly extending arms 0, b
by means of which it is pivoted to the tonfrue,
the downwardly extending arm ¢ to which
the draft-rod is connected, an evener, a stir-
rup d secured to the evener and hevmg its
closed end sliding in the recess of the bracket,
the headed bolt e projecting rearward from
the stirrup out through the rear wall of the
recess, and the spring s coiled around the
bolt aud reacting between its head and the
rear side of the breeket

7. In a mower or like machine, the combi-
nation with the tongue and ‘draft-rod, of a
draft-bracket pwoted to the tongue and cor-
nected to the draft- 10(1, an evener connected
to the bracket, a spring reacting between the
evener and braeket, and a deed-stop against
which the team pulls when the draft of the
machine exceeds the capacity of the spring.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature

in presence of two witnesses.

JOHN W. PRIDMORE.

Witnesses: |
BERT BOWMAN,
OHAS- Wl AIJLENl
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