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o all whom it may concerrm: -
Beitknownthat I, FREDERIOKO BILLINGS,

acitizen of the Umted States, and a 1e.31denb

of Macon, in the county of Macon and State of
Missouri, have invented a néw and Iin proved
Cldmpmn‘ Device, of which the followmﬂ is a
full, clear, and exact descr iption. |
ThlS invention relates to means for pre-

venting the d1spla.cemeut of bed-coverings
while the bed is in use, and has for its ob,]eet |
to provide a novel, simple and inexpeansive
clampmw device for the purpose indicated
which is light, strong, and easy to’ manufac-

ture, 18 full} coneealed from view when ap-
phed for service, and is adapted for conven-

ient adjustment to clamp the bed-clothing at-

the side edges of the bed, so as to hold them
in position, or for 1elease of ‘the bed- covels,
as may be desu ed. -

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of parts, asis here-

inafter described,and deﬁned in the appended
claims.

- Referenceis tobe had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this speclﬁcatlon
in which similar characters of reference 1nd1-—

cate corresponding parts in all the figures. -

Figure 1 is a perspective view in pa,rt of a

bed, showmn the improvement applied there-
to and adJllsted to elamp the bedclothing in
place at one side of the bed. TFig.2isa lem

view of the improved (,la111];)11.'1«:1'r dewce and--
3 1S a transverse sectional view o.f de-

Fig.
talla showing by dotted lines the clamping

membe1 of the device adjusted to hold the
bedclothing from displacement and by full |
lines rocked for the release of the bedcloth- |

111”'

In the drawings, 4 indicates the side rail of

a bedstead, 5 a woven-wire bed-bottom, and
6 & mattress supported by the bed- bottom.

Theimproved clampingdevice in brief com-

prises a stationary light frame open at one

side and securable upon the bed-bottom, so
that its open side will be adjacent to the bed-

rall. A rockable frame is mounted upon the
stationary frame, so as to rock thercon from

itsinner edge, and a keeper-barhavingeranks

at 1ts ends is adapted for rocking movement
on the members of the stationary frame, so
that it may be adjusted to bear upon the rock-

able frame and hold it clamped toward the |

1in Fig~2.
have been debcubed may be nearly-equal to
that of the bed-bottum 5, or the frames may
be formed in two bBthOH‘: for each side of the

| btational y fm,me or be rocked theleflom for

the release of said rockable fr aume, as w111 be

‘hereinafter more fully described.
The stationary frame of the device is
metal bar bent at right

formed of a light

angles at two pomts a o equally distant from_ L
its ends whereon ring-eyes b are formed, thus . -

p:owdmw two. like Slde members 7 7 and a
spacing member 72, all in the same plane.

6o

The rocking frame is formed of ‘theé same -~
material as the stationary frame,and at equal

The two.

‘distances fromthe free ends oflhe inetalrodor.
bar 8 composing the same two like side mem- 65 -
bers or limbs 8* are formed by bending tha
‘material so as to preduce an open loop ¢ at
the point of junction between edeh limb 8%
and an end of the Spdemfr-ba,r 8.
similar loops ¢ are open at their upper por-

tions and depend from the side limbs 8°, ,
which latter project above and outside of the
bar 8, as is clearly shown as to one loop and' L

bar m Fig, 1. ~ |
The %1de 11mbs gz hm*e frleatex len*rth Lhan

adjacent tothe side members 7 as represented
“The length of the frames which

the side members 7 of the stationary frame, .
| and upon theends ofsaldllmbs 01:)p081te those =
having the loops c eyes d are formed, which -+ .-
'1espec,twelylec,ewe the member 7% of the sta-

tionary frame and loosely engage therewith 80 L

bed, and to adapt them for efficient service -
the stablonm_} frame is affixed upon the bed-
bottom. or upoun stable pro,]eetlons on the bed- S

stead, as may be preferred. |
If the clamping device is affur ded eonsuler

‘able length, it may be found advantageous
to stlffen the rockableframe by providing one -

or more braces 9, that are held to rock Wltll

‘the frame inter medmtely of the limbs 8, sald.
braces being held in place by loosely securing
one end of ea(,h upon the frame bar or mem-

90 . | j" -

ber 7* and forming a depending loop ¢'at the -
opposite eud, Whlbll loop is connected at its

upwardly- bent end with the rockable- fmme.

bar 8, as best shown in ig. 3. |
The keeper - bar helembefme mentioned
consists of a mainly straight metal rod 10,

100 -

bent near each end to for'm two similar short |

crank-arms 10% straight journal extensions

%




2

e ¢ projecting outward from the crank-arms
at directly opposite points. On one journal

extension e, which passes through an adja-
cent ring-eye b on a stationary- “frame limb 7,
a nut fis screwed, so as to prevent (llsplaee-
ment of said extension. The ]oumal end ¢’
on the opposite crank-arm 10* is longer than
the extension e and is threaded, as shown 1n
Fig. 2. A washer g is loosely mounted upon

IO the journal end ¢, and a winged nut & is

20

40 ber 1;0 clamp the bed-covering ut Op[)()‘ilt(j.

serewed thereon outside of the washel Upon
the extremity of the journal end ¢’ a head €*is
secured, which may be milled on its edge to
adapt it for manipualation; but it is not es-
sential that this pmticu]ar form be employed
for the head, as it mmay have wings or be oth-
erwise adapted for being gripped manually.

The relative proportion of parts should be
such that when the nut 2 is slackened and
the head ¢*® is manipulated the body portion
of the keeper-bar 10 may be rocked outwardly,

80 as to enter it within the loops ¢ ¢', as indi-

catedin Figs.1and 2,orbe rocked 1"3@1‘\.?@1‘(11}?

as repre%ented in Ifig. 3.
In use the opemtor first rocks the kwpel

bar 10, so as to carry it npwmd and away

from the loop form ations ¢ ¢/,which will cause
said bar to raise the forward portion of the

loc]mble frame of the device. The cover ing
11 for the bed when it is to be secured is

_dlﬂ,wn down over the bed proper and then
passed inwardly between the bar 8 of the
rockable frame and the keeper-bar 10, and
- .the latter-named bar is then rocked outward
35

e,

and downward, so as to enter the open loops
“which will fold the covering fmd clamp
1t acs represented in Fig. 1. |

It is to Le understood that Lhe improved
elmnpmn"dewce isprovidedin sufficientnum-

685,562

points on each side of the bed, and ﬂfter the

covers are clamped at opposite side edges, as

explained, the adjustment of the nut / on

each clampingdevice will prevent the keeper-
bar 10 from releasing the bed-covers, as the

‘nut will bind the ’Ld]aeent crank-arm 10*

against the eye b and hold it from rocking.
The improvement is well adapted for nur-
sery or hospital use, as it may be adjusted to
retain the bed-covering in place and prevent
delirious patients or young children from ex-

posure to cold, and consequent injury, if left
It is also equally well apphea-_
| ble to folding beds.

unatiended.

Having fmly described my lmfentlon I

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters_

Patent— - |
1. A clamp for bed- (,overs comprising a

- rectangular frame securable onabed bottom,

a fmme held to rock upon the reetanrrul'w
frame and having open loops at its free edﬂre
and a cranked ].xeep_er. bar rockable on the

rectangular frame toward and from the open
loops.

2. A clamp for bed - covers, comprising a
lecmntrular frame, a clampmmfmme held to
rock on the side 111ember-' of the rectangular
frame, intermediate braces on the rockable

frame, open loops on the rockable frame and

bmce..%, a keeper-bar having.a crank-arm at

“each end and held to rock on side members

of the rectangular frame, means to rock the
keeper-bar, .[md means 1o secure it.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this speecification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses. |

I‘hEDERIOI&. C. BILLINGS.

Witnesses:

R0SS LARRABERL,
i{.\. rI- GI.JENN.
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