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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known thatI, CHARLES R. DOE a eﬂ;l-
zen of the Umted States residing at Mount

Pleasant, in the county of Henr y and State of

lowa, heve invented a new and useful Freight-

Car Awmng, of which the fellowmfrls a epem-.

fication.

This invention relates to a novel device de-
signed for the protection of ireight-handlers
and freight from snow and rain durmﬂ' the
unloedlnﬂ'of freight-cars-—as, for 1nstance, at

warehouses or depots Wereho use-platforms

are ordinarily protected from sun by a roof or

permanent awning provided with an eaves-
trough for pleventlnw water from dripping
flom the roof upon the freight or handlers in
wet weather. Provision is not made, how-
ever, for protecting the men or goods in the
immediate proximity of the frew‘ht car door,

and the unloading of the cars in very warm
or inclement weether has therefore been at-

tained with considerable hardship, and the
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freight is more or less damaged by the sun or

rain before it is moved from the car to the

protection afforded by the warehouse roof or
awning.

The ob;leet of the plesent lllVthIOH the1e-
fore, is to provide a simple, inexpensive, and
effective car-awning designed for temporary
use during the loa,dinﬂ' or unloading of the
car and armnﬂ'ed for reedy ettechment to-or
detachment from the car structure.

To the accomplishment of this ob,]ect the
preterred embodiment of the invention com-
prehends a light portable sheet -wetal-awning
or protector construeted and—ar mnﬂ‘ed in a

‘mannertobehereinafter morefull ydescrlbed

illustrated 1n the accompanying drawings,
and embraced within the scope of the append—
ed clalms. |

In said drawings, Figure 1 is a perspectiv

one side door thereof slid back and my tempo-
rary car-awning mounted above the doorway
or opening. Fig. 2 1s a transverse sectional
view through the subject-matter of Fig. 1,and
Fig. 3 18 a rear elevation of the awning.
Referrmﬂ‘ to the numerals of reference

employed to designate corresponding parts
50

throughout the views, 1indicates a portion of
a freight-car, having, as usual, a docorway 2,
designed to be closed by a side door 3, which

e_l
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~view of a portion of a freight-car, showing

I

latter is slidebl—y eup ported Inanobvious man-
ner upon a horizontal door-track 4, located,
as usual, immediately under the extended
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edge of the roof and additionally protected -

by a guard-rail 5. Inasmuch as my invention

does not relate to the door or any particular
| manner of mounting the same, I have omitted

the illustration of the door—heugers, but have
shown the track which supports the latter

and to which my awning is designed to be at-
| tached.

The awning E (indicated by the numeral 6)
ispreferably COI]Stl ucted,asheretofore stated,
of light sheet metal and is corrugated, as
shown, both for strength and ornamental
purposes and to form a series of depressions
or gutters caleculated to convey the water

-mte the awning-trough 7, located at the inner

edge of the ewmno"G and immediately under
the edge or eave of the car-roof. Attention
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18 ealled to the peculiarity of this awning,

which resides in the fact that it is given a.

slight upward incline toward -its outer edge
and 1s provided with the eave-trough at its

| inner edge, this peculiar relation of the awn-
| ing and trough being necessited by the novel
manner of 1ts use—that.is to say, by reason

of the fact that protection from the rain
must be effected by a trough directly under
the edge of the car-roof and from the sun by
an awning extended a considerable distance
beyond the trough, but having such inclina-
tion as will cause rain precipitated upon the
awning to flow into the trough for discharge
at the lower end thereof. The inner wall 8
of the trough 7 is disposed vertically, as
shown in the drawings, for attachment, as by
riveting or otherwise, to the vertical bale 9
of a pair of side flemes which are designed

for the support of the ewning and are com-
posed of the bars 9 and the inelined brace-

bars 10, which latter extend from the lower

ends of the bars 9 to the outer edge of the

awning 6, to the under side of which they
are riveted or secured. These side frames
are preferably constructed of single strips of
flat bar metal and are bent to form loops 11

at the intersections of the bars 9 or 10 for

the attachment of securing-chaing 12, depend-
ing from the lower ends of the side frames,
as shown, and provided with terminal hooks
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13, which take under any available project- _
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ing part of the car structure and serve to
prevent the raising of the awning—as, for
instance, by severe wind-storms.

The upper extremities of the bars are off-
set Jaterally, as shown in Fig. 2, and are
bent to form terminal hangers or hanger-

hooks 14, located above the trough and de- |

signed to take over the door-track 4 of the
car to support the awning above the door-
way.
longer than the other, as shown, for the pur-
pose of imparting sufficient longitudinal in-

clination for the trough to cause water de- |

posited therein to flow freely therefroin.

I have referred to the upper ends of the
bars 9 as being offset laterally. This offset I
have shown in Fig. 3, as stated, and it is de-
signed to bring the hangers or hooks 14 some-
what closer together than the bars 9 in order
to permit their attachment to the rail 4 at
points intermediate of the opposite edges of
the doorway, while permitting the opposite

sides or ends of the awning to extend suf-

ficiently beyond the doorwav at either side to

effectually protect the freight and handlers.

The offset mentioned I have indicated by the
numeral 15 for the purpose of distinguishing

1t from a second offset of the hangers (shown
~ more clearly in Fig. 2) and indicated by the
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numeral 16, the offset 16 being in a direction
at right angles to the offset 15 and designed
for the purpose of throwing the hooks of the
hangers somewhat nearer the car than the
vertical wall 8 of the trough in order to per-
mit the hooks to engage the track and to
bring the wall S directly under the gunard-
rail 5 at the edge of the car-roof. | |

From the foregoing description it will ap-
pear that my device is designed to be'hung
in a warehouse and to be quickly attached to
or detached from a car for the protection of
men and goods from sun and rain during the
transfer of freight from the car to the ware-
house or depot; but while the present em-
bodiment of the invention appears at this
time to be preferable I wish to reserve the
right to effect such changes, modifieations,
and variationsasmaybe fairly embraced with-
in the scope of the protection prayed.

What I claim is—

1. An awning provided with a trough ex-

tending along its inner edge and with retain- |

ing devices disposed adjacent to the trough.

2. Atemporaryawningfor freight-cars pro- |

One of these hangers is made slightly

-
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ner edge, and retaining devices secured to the
trough. |

3. Atemporaryawning for freight-cars pro-
vided with a trough extending along its in-
ner edge, hangers extending upwardly from
the trough, and brace-bars disposed below
the awning and connected at their upper ends
to the awning and trough, respectively.

4. A temporary awning provided with a
trough extending along its inner edge and
with side frames comprising vertical bars ex-
tending downwardly from the inner edge of
the trough, inclined brace-bars extending be-
tween the outer end of the awning and the
lower ends of the vertical bars, and hangers
formed at the upper endsof said vertical bars
for engagement with the door-track of a car.

5. Atemporary awning forfreight-cars pro-
vided with a trough extending along its in-
ner edge, hangers carried by the trough for
engagement with the door-track of a car, side
frames depending from the awning, and re-
taining devices located at the lower ends of
the side frames.

6. Atemporaryawning forfreight-cars pro-
vided with a trough extending along its in-
ner edge, depending side frames located at
each side of the awning, each side frame be-
ing formed from a single strip bent to form
vertical bars having offset hangers at their
upper ends, loops at their lower ends and in-
clined brace-bars extending from said loops
to the outer edge of the awning, and hooks
having flexible connection with the loops and
located therebelow.

7. Atemporaryawning forfreight-cars con-
structed of corrugated sheet metal and pro-
vided with a trough along its inner edge and
with retaining devices carried by the trough.

3. A temporary awning provided with a
trough extending along one edge and with
hooks adjacent to the trough for effecting the
support of the awning upon the car structure.

J. An awning provided with a trough at its
inner edge, said awning being inclined down-
wardly toward the trough.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in

the presence of two witnesses.
CHARLES R. DOE.

Witnesses:
E. G. LLINN,
A. 1. PUNTON.
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