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To all whom it may concermn:
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- of each cover of the book is also
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Beit known thatI, JAMES N. COLVIN, a citi-
zen of the United States, and a resident of
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of
Illinois, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Page-Indexes for Books, of
whieh the following is a full, clear, and exact

description, reference being had tothe accom-

panying drawings and to the letters of ref-
erence marked thereon. | |

- The object of my invention is to enable a
reader to readily find a given line or lines of
any page of a book or bound volume without
the .necessity of marginal indicia for each
page. ThisI accomplish by the means here-
inafter fully described, and as particularly

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a closed book having my invention
applied thereto. Fig. 2 is a front edge view
thereof. FKig. 3 is a perspective view of the
sald book opened. Fig. 4 is a perspective
view of a detachable index:-strip adapted to
be used in conjunction with other features of
my invention. Fig. 5 is an end edge view of
the same. - ' | | )

In the drawings, A represents a book the
front edge of the closed pages of which is di-
vided with a series of equidistant transverse

lines a a, corresponding in number to the

maximum number of lines on the pages. In
every well-printed bound book the lines of
reading matter on the pages thereof will be
in the same horizontal plane as the corre-

spondingly - numbered lines on the other

pages of the book. Kach of the lines ¢ is

arranged on the same horizontal plane as
some one line of reading matter on the pages

of the book, and for every line of reading
matter there is a line a on the front edge
of the book indicating the same. The in-
side marginal surface next to the front edge
prefer-
ably provided with a series of short gradua-

tions b, which correspond in number to and

aline with the lines a on the edge of the book

and are each numbered in numerical order,

“1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15,
16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22,” and so on, and the
figures indicating multiples of five are made
prominent in any suitable manner. When

view.

it is desired to find special matter on a known
page and line 1s to turn to that page and by
referring to said number of graduations b on

535

the inside of the covers corresponding to the |

number of the line wanted follow the line ¢

| leading therefrom, and thus have the eye di-

rected to the line desired instantly and with-
out delay.

If desired, the covers of the book may be
made of such dimensions that their forward
edges may project forward beyond the front

edge of the closed pages of the book, so that

the figures indicating the number of the grad-
uations 6 may be plainly seen when the book
1s closed. This is -ordinarily not necessary,
however, because of the fact that when books
are opened the front edges of the pages gen-

erally move slightly away from the front

edges of the covers thereof, thus enabling the
graduation-figures to be printed or otherwise
atfixed to the margins of the covers in such a
position that when the book is closed they
will be partially, if not wholly, hidden from

practicability of this last suggestion.
In view of the fact that the utility of a line-

‘index such as hereinbefore described would

be just as great in an old reference-book not

having my invention applied thereto as in a

new publication embodying the same, I can
eitherhavetheline-index madeon thin leather
strips of a length corresponding to that of the
front edge of the cover and of any width de-

sired and gum or paste the unmarked side of

the same, so that they could be conveniently
cemented by the purchaser to the inner sur-
face of the cover in the position heretofore
shown, or I could provide the detachable in-
dex-strip which is shown in Figs. 4 and 5 of
the drawings. In the latter event I provide
the detachable strip B with spring-clips ¢ ¢,
which are slipped over the front edge of the
covers of the book and so adjusted as to bring
the surface of the strip having the gradua-
tions and figures thereon on the inside of said
covers and facing the leaves of the book. I
have not illustrated the graduations and fig-
ures on the detachable strip shown in Figs.
4 and 5, because they are the same as those

Fig. 3 of the drawings illustrates the
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illustrated in the other figures of the draw-

ings, to which attention is directed.

S0 coustructed, all that need be done when | WhileI prefer the use of the graduations b,
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it is evident that the same could be dispensed
with and the figures indicating the number
of the transverse lines ¢ alone be employed.
I prefer, however, to use both the said gradu-
ations b and figures, as hereinbefore ex-
plained, asthe combination of the two greatly
facilitates finding and locating the exact line
on the page. *

What I claim as new is—

The combination with a bound book the
front edges of the closed pages of which are
provided with a series of transverse lines ar-
ranged in the same plane as the lines of read-

625,257

| ing-matter in said pages, in combination with

T—

an adjustable strip adapted to be applied to
the front edge of the covers of said book and
provided with a vertical series of figures ar-
ranged in numerical succession from ftop to
bottom on the inside marginal surface of the
covers next the front edges thereof and in
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fransverse alinement with said transverse

lines. o |
JAMES N. COLVIN.
Witnesses:
MARCIA EFRIEL,
FrRaNE D. THOMASON:
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