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To all whom it may concer:

e it known that I, CLAYTON H. IFRYER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Penns-
burg, in the county of Montgomery and State
of Pennsylvania, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Grave-Vaults;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact deseription of the inven-
t10n such as will enable others skilled in the

art to which it appertains to make and use the |

sSameo. |
My invention relates to orave or burial

vaults, and has for its ob,]eeb to provide a

grave or burial vault eoustrueteﬂ of mter-
ehanﬂeable sections.

A fmther object of my invention is to pro-
vide a grave or burial vault constructed of

cement or other plastic material in such a

manner that the same.may be readily trans-
ported.
A further object of my invention is to pro-

vide a grave or burial vault composed of in-

terchangeable sections and constructed in

such a manner that when the same are as-

sembled and cemented together they will pro-
duce a grave or burial vault of equal strength
and impenetrability to a SOlld integral grave
or burial vault.

With all these ob;;ects in view my inven-
tion consists in the novel construction of the
interchangeable parts, but more particularly
to the manner of cementing and tying the
same together, and alsoin certain other novel
features of construction and combination
which will be hercinafter fully deseribed and
atterward specifically pointed out in the ap-
pended claims.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a grave or
burial vault constructed in accordance with
my invention. Fig, 2 is a vertical seciion
through the same. Fig.3is a top plan view,
the top or covering slabs being removed.
Fig. 4is an elevation of one of the end slabs.
Fw' 0 18 an edge view of one of the inter-
chanﬂeable &ude slabs. Tig. 6 is a perspec-
tive view of two side slabs, shgwmw the dove-
tails therein.

Like numerals of 1eferenee indicate the
same parts throughout the several figures, 1 in
which—

1 is my burial- V&ult constructed of {he

__tom edges with a tongue 19, Fig.

| base or bottom slabs 2, the end slabs 3, side

slabs 4, and the top or covering slabs 5. Said
bottom slabs 2 are provided near the outer
edges thereof with a groove 6, having a flat
bottom 7. DBeétween said groove and the outer
edge of said slabs is a semicircular groove 8.
On the inner side of the groove 6 said slabs
are depressed at 9 for a purpose which will

‘be hereinafter fully described. The inner

edges of sald slabs are rabbeted, so as toover-
lap each other, and the slabs are so construct-
ed that one of the rabbeting portions islonger
than the other, thus forming a groove 10 be-
tween said slabs.

The end slabs 3 are provided on their bot-

tom edges with a tongue 11, and a semicircu-
- lar eroove 12 inter medldte Smd tongue and

the outer edge of said slab. The top edge Is

also p“mflded with a semicircular groove 13,

for a purpose which will be hereinafter fully
described. On the right side of the inner
faces of said slabs 3, and near their outer
edges, sald slabs are provided with two per-
pendicular parallel tongues 14, forming a
semicircular groove 15 between the two, said
tongues bemcr dovetailed inwardly, as shown
at 16 On the left of the inner faces of said

| end slabs 8, and near their outer edges, said

slabs are provided with a vertical groove 17,
the central portion of the bottom of said

groove having a semicircular depression 183,

the side walls of sald groove being also dove-
tailed inwardly, as ShOWIl in Fig. 4.

"T'he side slabs 4 are prowded on their bot-
5, and a
semicirculargroove 20, and on their top edges
with a similar semicircular groove 21. Said

side slabs are interchangeable, their oufer
edgeson one side being provided with two

vertical parallel tongues 22 and a semicireu-
lar groove 23, said tongues being dovetailed
inwardly, while the opposite edges of said
slabs are provided with a vertical groove 24,
the central portion of its bottom having a
semicircular depression for a purpose which
will be hereinafter fully described.

The top slabs 5, Fig. 2, have their under
sideg depressed arou nd the outeredges there-
of and are also provided with a semicircular
groove 25 in said depressed portion. - Said
slabs are also rabbeted, so as to overldp one
another, the rabbeting portion of one slab
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being 1011ger than the other, thus forming a

agroove 26, Fig, 1.

685,126

which discrepancy leaves room for another
layer of cement 28, extending entirely around

IIa\mn' thus described the several parts of | the top of the mult

my 1nvent10n the same are assembled as fol-
lows: The base or bottom slabs 2 are laid, as
shown in Fig. 2, and the groove 10, formed
between said slabs, is filled with cement.
The grooves 6 and S are also filled with ce-
ment and the end slabs 3 are set up, the
tongues 11 fitting into the groove 6 and the
semicircular groove 12 in the bottom edges
of said end pieces registering with the corre-
sponding semlcuculm groove 81inthe bottom
slabs 3,thus makinga circular opening to hold
the cement. When the end slabs are 1n place,
as described, the depression 9 is formed into
a groove into which the cement runs, after
which it issmoothed and allowed to set. The
end slabs beingin placeone of the sideslabs 4
18 set up against one of said end slabs 3, the
tongue 19 on the bottom edge tnereof fitting
into the groove 6 and the semicircular groove
20 therein registering with the corresponding
semiecircular groove S in the bottom slab for
the purposes just deseribed. The two par-
allel vertical tongues 22 in the side abufting
the end slab fit into the groove 17 in said end
slab, and the semicircular groove 23 1in the

side slab registers with the semicireular de-
pression 18 in the end slab, thus forming a

circular hole or opening 26 between the two.
The dovetails 16 in the side slab are then di-
rectly opposite; the dovetails 16 in the end

slab. The opposite edge of said side slab to
the one just described is provided with a

groove 24 and a semicircular depression 25/,
1dentical with those in said end slab, info
which the tongues of the side slab next set
up fit and 1efr18ter the dovetails coming to-
gether e\aetly as desel ibed. AIll the side
slabs are set up in this manner, as shown in
Ifig. 3. Cement is then poured into said cir-
cular openings 26 between said side slabs,
which runs down, filling up said openings,
and running into the “dovetails 16. This
forms a tie which securely holds said slabs
together and makes them practicallyintegral

and airand water tight. If convenient, aband

may be put around the vault before cement-
ing in order to draw the slabs closer together.
The top edges of the side slabs and end slabs
are covered with alayer of cement which runs

into the horizontal semicircular groove 21 |

therein, and the two end top slabs are laid in

place, the depressed portion thereof resting

on the top edge of the side and end slabs, the
under side of said top slabs extending a short
distance into the interior of the Vault. The

semicircular groove 25 in said depressed por- |

tion registers with the semicircular groove 21
in the top edges of the side and end slabs,
forming a circular opening 27 to hold the ce-
ment. The central top slab is then set in
place and cemented, as shown in Fig. 2. The
outer edges of said top slabs do not extend

as far as the sides and ends of the vault, i *

It can thus be seen thata grave-vault con-
structed of independent slabs assembled and
set togetheras I have described is practically
mten‘l al and 1is as strong and impenetrable as
though it were of solid masonry or cement.

Having thus desceribed my invention, I do
not wish to be understood as limiting myself

to the exact construction herein set forth, as

various slight changes might be made therein
by those skilled in the art which wounld fall
within the limit and scope of my invention,
and I consider myself entitled to all such
changes. |
What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent of the United States, is—
- 1. In a portable grave-vault, the combina-
tion of base or bottom slabs having parallel
grooves therein, end slabs having their inner
faces near one edge thereof, provided with
grooves, and provided with tongues on their

- inner faces near the opposite edge thereof,

said tongues and walls of said grooves hav-
ing dovetailed portions cuat therefrom, inter-
changeable side slabs having one of their side
edges provided with tongues, the other side

edﬂ'e provided with grooves, said edges having
dovetmled openings for med thelem for tho

purpose of tying the several slabs fir mly to-
gether after the introduction of cement, all
of said end and side slabs having a tongue in
their bottom edges adapted to register with
& groove 1n said bottom slabs, substantially
as described.

2. In a portable grave-vault, the combina-
tion of top and bottom slabs, end and side
slabs having one of the edges provided with
tongues, and a central groove, and their op-
posite edges provided with grooves, all of said
edges having dovetailed openings formed
therein for the purpose of tying the several
slabs firmly together, after the introduction
of cement, and & circular hole or opening be-
tween sald slabs for the reception of cement,
substantially as deseribed.

3. In a portable grave-vault, the commbina-
tion of bottom slabs, end and side slabs hav-
ing their side edges provided with tongues
and grooves, sald edges having dovetailed
openings formed therein, for the introduction
of cement, means for securing said end and
side slabs to said bottom slabs, top slabs
adapted to rest on said end and side slabs,
and constructed so that a layer of cement may
be formed entirely around the outer edges
of said top slabs, thereby making a complete
alr and water twht seal, qubstanmally as de-
scribed.

In testimouy whereof I affix my signature
In presence of two witnesses.

CLAYTON H. FRYER.

Witnesses: -
L. W. SCHOLL,
J. T. XANDER.
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