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"UNITED STATES

EDSON W. PHILLIPS,

OF CASSADAGA,

bt

NEW YORK.

LETTEReBOX.

SPECIFIGATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 685,058, dated October 22, 1901.
Applmatmn filed February 11,1901, Sexial No. 46,932, (No model,)

To all whom it ma&y concervs:

Be it known that I, EDsoN W. PHILLIPS, a
citizen of the United States residing at Cassa-
daga, in the county of Ch&utauqua and.-State
of New York, have invented anew and useful

Letter-Box, of whlch the followmﬂ' is a spemﬁ- |

cation.
~ This invention relates to 1etter-boxes, and
has for its object to provide an improved de-

vice of this character which is ‘arranged for:

containing mail-matter to be dehvered and
collected and also to arrange for displaying
a signal to indicate to the collector that the
box contains matter to be collected. Itisfur-
thermore designed to arrange for conven-
iently locking the lid of the box and also to

- maintain the matter to be collected separate

20

30

35

~signal in its elemted p051t10n

45

- the box, as shown at 3 in I*

5'0

from that which has been delivered to the

box by the deliveryman.

With these and other objects in Vlew the
present inventionconsists in the combination

and arrangement of parts, as will be herein-

after more fully described, shown 'in the ac-
companying drawings, and pa,rtlcular]y point-

edoutinthe appended claims, it béing under-

stood that changes in the form proportlon,
size, and minor details may be made within
the scope of the claims without departing
from the spirit or sacrificing any of the ad-
vantages of the invention.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of. a letter-box embodying the present
invention. . Fig. 2is a longitudinal sectional
view thereof lookmﬂ* at the back of the box
and illustrating the manner of supporting the
Fig. 318 a
transverse sectional view illustrating the

' comparatwely tight joint therewith. It is

designed to havé the owner’s name placed
upon the exterior of the lid, and the latter is

inclined downwardly, so as to effectively ex-

2

pose the name and render the same wmble at -

a distance from the box.
For locking the lid of the box there is plo-
vided a lockmg member in the form of a rock

shaft or rod J, which is miounted upon the in-
ner side of the front of the box and is pro-
Jected through one end thereof, where it is

60

formed into a crank 6 hawng a, sultable knob

or handle 7 for convenience in rockmﬂ' the
rod. The inner end of the rod telmmates

about midway of the box and is provided with
a substantially radial catch-finger 8, (shown

in Fig. 3,) designed to be enwaﬁed with the

slof, of a keeper 9, which is pendent from the
1id. . When the lid is closed, the keeper. is
d15posed between the rock-rod and the front

of the box and the rod is rocked, so as to

slot or opening of the keeper, whereby the lid
18 locked against being accidentally opened

by wind or obhermse
To prevent accidental turning of the han-

‘throw the catch-finger forwardly and into the
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dle of the locking-rod, there is provided a

spring-catch 10, which has its rear end fix-

| edly connected to the exterior of the adja-
cent end flange of the lid, from which it in-
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clines laterallyontward and is then bent later-

ally inward into a guide-pin 11,which passes
loosely inward throun'h a perfora,tmn in the
flange and is then bent laterally into a stop
12 for engagement with the flange fo prevent

outward displacement of the cateh. ‘When
the erank-handle is swung forwardly to lock

manner of locking the lid. Fig. 4 is'a detml i the lid, the radial arm of the crank slides

transverse sectwnal Vlew t&ken on the 11ne
4 4 of Fig. 3.

Like chamcters of reference deswnate Cor-
responding parts in all of the ﬁgures of the
drawings.

Referlmo' to the dramngs, 1 deswnates the |

body of the box, which is substantlally rec-
| wardly to permit of the erank being swung

A suit-

tangular in sh&pe and has downwardly and
fmwmdly inclined top end ‘edges.
able ecover or lid 2 is hinged to the back of
. 3 of the draw-
ings, and is provided with a pendent mar-
ﬂ'mal flange 4 to embrace the box and form a

over the catch, which yields to the crank,

“and when the latter clears the outer end of ~
| the cateh the latter springs outwardly into.

its 'normal position, with its guide pin or

. shoulder against the erank-arm, whereby the

latter is held against accidental rearward
movement. The catch may be pressed in-

backwardly to release the lid of the box

In order that the collector may be advised
as to whether or not there is matter to be col-
lected in the box, there is provided a signal
13 in the form of a flag, metallic plate, or
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other smtabie device, which 1is carried by
rod or arm 14, the lower end of which is pw-—
otally conneeted to one end of the box and is

~designed to be held in an upright position, so

as to display the signal above the top of the

box, which 1s designed to indicate that the
box contains matter to be collected.
For mounting the signal-rod upon the box

_there is provided a bracket 15 in the form of

IO
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“ters to be collected.

a metallic plate, which is suitably secured to
one end of the box, preferably that end next
to the handle of the locking-rod. 'This plate
is slit vertically from its upper edge and has
itsfront portion bent downwardly into a bear-
ing sleeve or eye 16 for the pivotal reception
of a lateral pivot-pin 17, carried by the lower
end of the signal-rod. The rear end of the
plate is bent latemlly outward into a flange |
18, forming, with the body of the plate, an
ano'ulm socket or seat for the reception of the {
rod in its vertical or upright position. To |
hold the rod in its vertical position, there 1S
provided a laterally-offset hook or finger 19,

carried intermediate of the ends of the wd
and located between the latter and the box |
and also disposed so as to receive the adja-
cent end flange of the lid between the finger |
and the rod, as best indicated in Fig. 2 of the
drawings, Whel eby the 1id locks the signalin
its dlsplayed position. When the hd is
raised to permit of the letters being collect-
ed, the lid is disengaged from the swnal and |
thela,ttm swings downwm dly by rmﬂty into
the pos1t10n shown in dotted lme'-?. in Fig. 2

which position indicates that there is no md,ll-

matter to be collected.

Ashereinbefore set forth, 113 is also designed
to maintain separate the matter dehvel ed
and the matter to be collected, and this ob-
ject is attained by means of & lettel -holding |
device 20, which rises from the bottom of the
box at a nomt adjacent to the back thereof
and inclines upwardly and forwardly there- |
from, so as to coOperate with the back and
form a pocket for the reception of lettersand
other mail-matter which is designed to be col- |
lected, and is thereby held separate from
such matter as may be deposited within the
box by the deliveryman. The holder is also
designed to hold letters independently of the |
baelc and is pr eferably formed from a single |
length of wire bent into substantially U
shape, with its extremities passed through |
perforations in the bottom of the box .‘md
bent to firmly embracesaid bottom, as clearly |
shown in Fig. 2 of the drawings. The oppo- |
site sides of the holder are bent and then re-
bent to form the respectwe pairs of frontand |
rear jaws 21 and 22 for the reception of let- |
The intermediate por- |
tion of the wire is bent into such shape as to.
form a bLack for the support of the letters.
By having this holder located at the baclk of
the box it does not take up much room and

65 leaves the greater portion of the box free for

the leeeptwn of the mail delivered.

685,058

What is claimed is—

1. A letter-box, having a hmc‘fed dom an
internal keeper carried by the dom thelattel
having a marginal flange embmcmﬂ' the box,
a 1001{111&1001&:111@ rod mounted upon  the inner
side of the box and projected through one
side thereof, the projected end having a crank-
handle, and the inner portion h‘wmﬂ' a sub-
stantlally radial catch for en#au'ement with
the keeper, and a 8pr1nﬂ-catch f01 the crank-
handle, formed by a spring having one end
connected externally to the flange and in-
clined outwardly therefrom toward the crank-
handle, and provided with a terminal lateral
guide-pin passing loosely through a perfora-
tion in the flange, the crank- handle working
in frictional contact with the spring, and the
pin thereof forming a stop to prevent back-
“ward movement of the erank-handle.

2. A letter-box, having a hinged lid, a ver-
tically-swinging swnal mounted upon the box,
‘and a detachable supporting connection be-

“tween the signal and the lid when the formerm

is in an Uprwht displayed position,
3. A letter-box, having a hinged lid, a ver-
tically- swmﬂ*lnﬂ'mgnal mounted upon the box,
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and an intermediate supporting device car-

ried by the signal and constructed for en-:
gagement with the lid in the elevated POLI-
131011 of the signal.

4. A lettel -box, having a hinged door, a

Ver-tieally—adjustable signal, and a suppors:

ing connection between the doorand the gig-
nal when the latter is in its displayed posi-
1’.-1011

5. A letter~box having a hmn*ed lid, pro-
vided with a mawmal ﬂanﬂ‘e, ﬂlld 2 mgnal
pivoted to swing Vertically upon the box; and
provided with an intermediate laterally-ofl-
set finger or hook, which is received between
the flange and the box in the elevatedf posi-
tion of the signal.
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6. A letter- box hawnﬂ' a hinged lid, a ver-

tically-swinging swnal-ﬁrod pwoted toone end
of the box, a swnal carried at the outer free
end of the 1'od, and a laterally - offset out-

wardly-directed finger carried by an Inter-
mediate portion of the rod and arranged for
engagement by the lid in the elevated dis-
played position of the rod.

7. A letter-box, having a hinged 11c1 pro-
“vided with a marginal ﬂa,nﬂ'e, a b1 acket upon

one external eud of the box, and provided

with a bearing-eye, a vertically-swinging sig-
nal-rod, having a terminal lateral pivot-pin
'mounted in the eye, a signal at the opposite
outer end of the rod, and an intermediate
laterally-ofiset finger carried by the rod, pro-
jecting toward the free end of the rod, and
arranged to be received between the adjacent
end of the box and the flange of the lid in the
ele{mted and displayed pos1t1011 of the signal-
r0¢

8. A letter-box, having an infternal mail-

holder of substantially inverted-WU shape, the

“ends of the holder being connected to the bot-
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tom of the box &dJ&GBHt to one side thereof, In testimony that I claim the foregoing ds
with the body of theholderinelining upwa,rdly my own I have hereto affixed my swnatme In
and away from the adjacentsideof the boxand | the presence of two witnesses.

also cooperating therewith fo form a mail-re- | 'EDSON 'W. PHILLIPS.
ceiving pocket, and the sides of the holder Witnesses:
being bent and rebent into pairs of front and MARVIN MCGCLINTOCK;

rear j aws for the reception of mail-matter. R. C. GRIGGS:
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