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(Nu mndel )

- To all whom it may concer:

IO

certaln

Figurelisa Dlan view of a game apparatus

~ comtl ucted in accordance wuh my mventlon

| pmtion thereof being shown in section.

I'5

Fig. 2 is a side elevation of said apparatus, a

- Fig.
3 is a rear end view of said apparatus. Fig.
4 is a detail sectional view showing the con-

- struction of the ob,]eet. impeller Wll](,h I make
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use of.
Similar reference - nuinerals denote 11ke

parts throughout the sevelal views of the

drawmﬁs

- This invention relates to improvements in
structures of that class commonly known as
““game apparatus” and which may be utilized
in various localities for the double purpose of
amusement and testing the skill of the user
in the operation of the same.

The object of this invention is to provide a
came apparatus which shall be simple, inex-

pensive, and novel as regards construction,

which shall embody an object or plurality of
objects movable in the operation of the de-
vice after the manner of base-runners in the
well-known game of base-ball, which shall
embody means whereby an initial impetus

may be imparted to said object or objects,

~ which shall embody means for causing said
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object or objects to move from point 130 point
along a predetermined course, which shall
embody mechanism capable of impelling
spherical or other suitable objects a distance
through space and whereby under certain
conditions the initial impetus above named 18
imparted to said movable object or objeets,
and which shall possess certain well-defined
advantages over prior analogous construc-
tions.

The invention consists in the employment
of certain parts novel in the matter of form,
in the novel disposition and arrangement of
the various parts, in certain combinations of
the latter, and in certain details of construe-

tion, all of which will be specifically referred | in the accompanying drawings by the nu-

| for service.

. | ;* to. heleluaftel and het fmth in the appended
Beitknownthat 1, THOMAS W. PECK, aciti-. .

zen of the United States, and aresident of New | -
York, Brooklyn borough, in the county of:
Iunn's and State of New Yor k, have invented
new and usefnl Imnrm ements -in
Game Apparatus, which improvements are
fully set, forth in the following spemﬁcatlon;
~and accompany 1ng drawings, and in which—

claims.
Having lefelen(,e to the aecompanymﬂ'

The base 2 is provided

ball field. I prefertoextend a,loncr each side

55

'_drawmﬁs, 2,18 a base supported by suitable
legs 2" or the like.
w1t,h a slot-like opening 3, in general contour
approximately that of the base linesof a base-

6o

of this opening track-rails, as 5’ 6, formmfr a

traek way.

7 represents one of a number of objects,

each of which may be mainly in the form of
an individual or otherwise, as deemed best,

and comprising a base 7 adapted in the op-

eration of the apparatus to engage and slide

along the base 2 at the opening 3orthe tr acks

5 6, where the latter are employed.
To the end that object 7 may be duly caused

to at all times assume an upright position in
operation, I provide the base 7" with a weight -
8, which may be carried by a part &, depend -
ing from said base 7', as 1llustmted in the

drawmfrs | |
To the end that an initial impetus may be

75

imparted to the object 7 I provide a spring-

actuated plunger 9, having a vertical arm 9/,
engaging the slot 10in the ba,se 2 and adapted
to move to and fro therein.

which may be engaged by the radial arm 9
when the plunﬂ'er 9 is moved rearwaldly
against the tendency of the spring 11 and
given a slight rotary movement, thus result-
ing in the pluno'er ) being tempoxamly held
aﬂ'amst theaction of said spring untilrequired

leasing the plunger 9 from this locked po-
sition and 50 as to permit the spring to act

The slot 10 is
provided with a lateral recess at its rear end,

I also employ a device for re-

80

thereon in a manner to foreibly thrust said .

plunger forward.  The releasing device here-

in referred to comprises the rotatable upright

12, having a radial arm 12, the function of
Whleh wﬂl be hereinafter explamed and hav-
ing a radial arm 13, adapted when a rotary
movement 18 1mparted to the upright to con-

and disengage it from the lateral recess of
the slot 10, .-,md thus permit the spring 11 to

95

| tact with the radial arm 9’ of the plunger 9

ICO

act on said plunger, so that the latter will

forcibly engage the object 7, which is pri-
marily locked at the entrance end (denoted
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meral 14) of the slot 3 and adJmeent to the
service end of said plunger.
tial impetus being imparted to the object 7,
which causes said object to move somewhat
along the slot 3, the same is engaged by one
of the radial members, as 14', of the horizon-
tally-disposed wheel 15, duly mounted to ro-
tate, as on the shaft 15, and for imparting
a rotary movement, to which I have herein
1llustrated a train of spring-actuated inter-
meshing gear-wheels, as 16 16" 17, and also a
drum 17' for containing the well-known clock-
spring, which may be wound up by any suit-
able means, as the key 18. . While I have
shown clock mechanism as a means for im-
parting suitable movement to the wheel 15,
I do not wish to be limited thereto, as for

this purpose other motors, power-generators,.

or analogous mediums may be substituted
therefor. It is farther essential that means
be employed whereby the wheel 15 may be

- checked and temporarily held against rota-
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~or held against movement.

tive movement at variable points in its rota-
tive movement.
the wheel 15 as provided with a pluarality of
spokes. (Indicated in dotted lines in Fig. 1
of the drawings.) I have further shown the
lever 19 fulerumed at 19" and provided at its

free end with an upwardly-projecting stop

20 for engagement of one of said spokes
when the parts of the apparatus are at rest
For the purpose
of normally holding said lever in position, so
that its stop 20 will engage one of the spokes
of the wheel 15 for the purpose named, I em-
ploy the elastic element 20°, whose tmdency
1s to depress that portion of said lever ex-
tending rearwardly of its fulerum.

I‘urther in connection with my improved
apparatus I purpose to employ an impelier
located at a distance from the entrance end
of the slot 3, the same being here shown as
comprising a barrel 21, arranged between and
journaled in the opposing standards 22 22’

and having a plunger 21’ controlled by the

spring 23, the stem of which plunger projects
outwardly from and beyond the butt of the

- barrel 21 to permit the same to be manipu-

50

lated by the user. The stem of the plunger
21 carries a lateral lug 23’ adapted under
certain conditions to enﬂ'we the pivotally-

disposed catch 24, here shown as supported

- by the standard 94’ and connected with the
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rear end of the lever 19 by means of the linlk
25. If deemed essential, undue direct move-
ment of the catch 24 may be prevented by any
suitable means, as the vertical stop 26, and
an undue downward movement of the muzzle
end of the barrel 21 may, when desired, be
prevented bV any suitable means, as the ver
tical stop 26°.

Where the base 2 is provided with a slota as
shown in Ifig. 1 of the drawings, that portwn
of sald base bounded by smd slot may lack
suitable rigidity, and to the end that the same
may be 1*endered suitably rigid to perform its

Upon the ini-

"T'o this end I have shown

885,0C6

ployed, the same being here shown as com-
prising each parallel u prlﬂ-'ht members con-
nected at their upper ends by a suitable cross-
piece, thereby causing each of said ties to ap-
proximate the contour of an inverted U,
straddling the slot 3.

In practice the movable object 7 may bear
dlStlIl”‘Ul‘Shll] o characters or be variably col-
ored.

I further employ an object, as 25,
may be spherical in contour, approximate the
form of an arrow, or may be of any other
suitable and desired shape. This object may
also be formed of any suitable material.

The apparatus may be availed of by one
or more persons, and where a plurality of per-
sons make useof theapparatuseachisallotted
a number of the objects 7, bearing characters,
whereby each of the players may identify Such
objects as belong to his allotment.

28'is a vertical guard for arresting the prog-
res3 of the objeet 25" when diseharged from
the barrel 21. An analogous guard of suit-
able height may be provided, if deemed ad-
visable, to extend continnously along the re-

t maining edn'es of the base 2.

In the absenee of the tracks 5’ 6 the base
of the object 7 will engage the side edges of
the slot 3 and slide Lhe1 ealon o, and the term
‘““trackway” will be hereinafter employed to
denote the slot 3, whether or not the latter be
provided with tl‘ﬂC]iS, as herein described, for
the reason that the bearing surfaces or lines
presented at the sides of said slot may in a
sense be regarded as tracks.

I'he source of power being in readiness for
service, one of the players places one of the

| objects 7 belonging to his allotment at the en-

trance end of the trackway, grasps the stem
of the plunger and imparts a rearward move-
ment to the said plunger against the tension
of the spring 23, at the same time manipulat-
ing the barrel 21 on its trunnions in a man-
ner to insure engagement of the lug 23’ with
the catch 14, when he releases hig grasp on
said plunger-stem. Still holding said plun-
ger against the tension of the spring 23, the
player now endeavors to aline the barrel 21
with the arm 12', and when he believes that
he has accomplished this task he releases his
grasp on the said plunger-stem, thereby eaus-
ing the object 25" to be foreibly thrust from
the barrel 21 in the direction of the arm 12,

Now if the player succeeds in accurately
alining the barrel 21 with the arm 12’ the ob-
ject ‘?a will forcibly engage said arm, thus
causing the upright 12 to move in a manner
to brmn' the arm 13 in contact with the arm
9" of the plunger 9, thus releasing said plun-
ger from its louked position :.md permitting

the spring 11 to act thereon, so that the ob-

ject 7 receives from said plunﬂ'er an initial
Impetus and is moved from the entrance end
of the trackway to about the position indi-
cated in Fig. 2 of the drawings, and at the
same time the wheel 15 will, through the ac-

function vertical ties, as o7 27", may be em- | tions of thelever 19, catch 24 and | cooperat-
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ing parts, move as in the direction indicated
by the arrow 28 in Fig. 1,and underimpulse
imparted thereto by its driving-motor or anal-
ogous power-generator, with the result that
one of its radial circumferential projections
engages the object 7 and moves it to a defl-

nite point along the trackway, which.point

may be regarded as ‘‘first base.” The ob-

ject 7 may be likewise moved to another defi-
nite point along the trackway, which point

"may be regarded as ‘second base,” from

I5

2Q
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whence it may be moved to another definite
point along the trackway, which point may
be regarded as ¢ third base,” and from the
latter point the object may belikewise moved
to the terminus, which point may be regard-
ed as ‘‘home base.” When the user releases
the stem of the impeller-plunger, as above
described, catch 24 is swang forward a suffi-
cient degree to permit thelug carried by said
stem to escape from engagement with said
catech, thus permitting the said cateh, lever,

and codperating parts to be returned to their

normal positions, as through the action of the
spring 20', in readiness to check the wheel 15

at variable points in its rotative movement

and as through the engagement of the stop
20 with one of the spokes of said wheel. If
the player referred to fails to truly aline the
barrel 21, so as to cause the release of the
plunger 9 in the manner specified, the object
9 will remain located at the entrance end of
the trackway, notwithstanding the fact that
wheel 15 will be liberated for movement and
will move until checked by stop 20 and co-
operating parts, as herein specified, where-
upon the object 7 will be replaced at the en-

- trance end of the trackway by an object 7 be-
longing to the allotment of the next player,
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and the latter performs in his turn the oper-
ations herein described, | | |
The intent of each player will be to start
the objects 7 belonging to his allotment, one
at a time, at the entrance of the trackway
and causethem to accordingly intermittently
move along the trackway and be finally de-

livered at the terminus thereof out of reach

of the radial projections with which the wheel
15 is provided, the terminus of said trackway
being extended beyond the circumiferential
path traveled by said projections, as clearly
shown in Fig. 1, | L |

1t will be observed that the game to be
played by the user or users approximates that
of the well-known game of ‘‘base-ball,” that
the apparatus may be availed of in other
ways for amusement purposes and by one or
more persons at a time, that the apparatus
is well adapted for the purpose for which it
ig designed, and, further, that the same may
be modified to an extent, particularly in the
matter of details of the general construction
and form of various of the parts,without ma-
terial departure from the spirit and prineiple
of my invention.

‘Having fully described my invention, what

|

l

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18— | - .'

1. An apparatus of- the class herein de-
scribed comprising a base provided with a
trackwayv; an object at said trackway, adapt-
ed to be moved therealong and projecting

70

downwardly through said base; a rotatable

part situated below said base and adapted to
engage and move said object along the track-

75

way, the latter at its terminus extending ra-
dially outward beyond the reach of said part;

means for imparting motion tosaid part; and
means for temporarily checking and holding
said part at variable points in its rotative
movement. o

9. An apparatus of the class herein de-
seribed comprising a base provided with a

trackway; an object at the entrance end of

said trackway and adapted to be moved along
the trackway; a rotatable part adapted toen-
gage and move said object along the track-
way, the entrance end of the latter being ex-
tended beyond the reach of the said rotatable

‘part; means for imparting an initial impetus

So
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to said object, and whereby the latter may .
be moved in position for engagement by said
part; and means for temporarily checking

said part-at variable points in its rotative
movement. .

3. An apparatus of the class herein de-
seribed comprising a base provided with a
trackway; a rotatable part capable of engag-
ing and moving an object along said track-
way; means for imparting movement to said
part; means for temporarily checking and
holding said part against rotative movement;

95

ICQ

an impeller on said base for forcibly discharg-

ing a spherical or other suitable object; and
elements intermediate of said impeller and

105

said rotatable part whereby the latter will be

liberated for movement through the action
of said impeller in discharging therefrom the
said spherical or other object.

4, An apparatus of the class herein de-

seribed comprising a base provided with a
trackway; a rotatable part capable of engag-
ing and moving an object along said track-

way; means for imparting movement to said
part; a spring-controlled lever for tempora-

rily ehecking and holding said part against

rotative movement, an impeller on said base
for forcibly discharging a spherical or other
suitable object; and elements intermediate
of said impeller and said lever whereby the
latter will be actuated in a manner to liberate
said part for movement through the action of
said impeller in discharging therefrom the
said spherical or other object. |

5. An apparatus of the class herein de-
seribed comprising a base provided with a
trackway: a rotatable part capable of engag-
ing and moving an objeet along said track-

‘way; means forimparting movement to said

part; a spring-controlled lever for tempora-
rily echecking and holding said part against

110
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rotative movement; an impeller on said base
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and comprising a spring-controlled plunger
having a stem provided with a lug; a pivot-
ally-disposed catch; and a link connecting
said lever and said catch, the parts being ar-
ranged so that said lever will be actuated in a
manner toliberate said rotatable partthrough
the.movement of said impeller-plunger when
caused by its coOperating spring.

6. An apparatus of the class herein de-
seribed comprising a base provided with a
trackway; an object, as 7, at said trackway
and capable of being moved from point to
point therealong; means for forcibly impel-
ling an ébject, as 25', through space and along
variable planes with respect to said base;
means for codperation with said impelled ob-
ject, as 25’ and whereby said object, as 7,
may be given an initial impetus; mechanism
for impelling said object, as 25’; and means
for codperation with said impelling mechan-
ism and whereby said object, as 7, may be
caused to move along said trackway upon the
discharge of said object, as 25', from said im-
pelling mechanism.

7. An apparatus of the class herein de-

scribed comprising a base provided with a |
trackway;anobject, as7, at said trackwayand |

capable of being moved therealong; a spring-
controlled plunger for imparting an initial
impetus to said object, as 7; means for lock-
ing sald plunger against action as due to its
controlling-spring; mechanism for releasing
sald plunger; a rotatable partfor moving said
object, as 7, along said trackway; means for
imparting movement to said part; asuitably-
fualerumed, spring-controlled lever normally
checking and holding said rotatable part
against movement; an impeller having a
spring-controlled plunger, on said base and
distanced from the said plunger-releasing
mechanism; an object, as 25', to be foreibly
urged through space along variable planes
with respect to said base, and through the ac-
tion of said impeller-plunger; and parts in-
termediate of said impeller-plunger and said
lever whereby, upon movement being impart-
ed to the former as by its controlling-spring,
the latter will liberate said rotatable part for
movement, the said object, as 25, when im-
pelled, being adapted to affect said plunger-
releasing mechanism in a manner to cause
the release of the plunger first named, when
locked against the action of its controlling-
spring. |

685,006

| 8. An apparatus of the class herein de-

scribed comprising a base provided with an
opening conforming substantially to the base-
lines of a base-ball field; track-rails along
sald opening at the upper side of said base:
an object, as7, onsaid track-railsand adapted
to be moved therealong, the said object hav-
ing a weighted member projecting downward-
ly through said base by way of said opening;
an impeller for forcibly impelling an object,

as 25, through space and along variable

planes with respect to said base; a rotatable
part for engagement with said object, as 7,
and situated below said base; means for im-
parting movement to said part; and connec-
tions between said impeller and said part
whereby the latter will be liberated for move-
ment through the action of said impeller in
discharging said object, as 25'.

J. An apparatus of the class herein de-
scribed comprising a base provided with an
opening conformingsubstantially to the base-

lines of a Dbase-ball field; track-rails alone

sald opening at the upper side of said base;

an impeller for foreibly discharging an ob-

ject, as 25', through space and along variable
planes with respect to said base; an object,
as 7, on said track-rails and adapted to be
moved from point to point therealong, the
sald object last named having a weighted
member projecting downwardly through said
base by way of said opening; a rotatable part
situated below said base and adapted to en-
gage sald object, as 7, upon the latter receiv-
ing aninitial impetus; and mechanism for co-
operating with said impelled object, as 25,
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and whereby said initial impetus will be im-

parted to said object, as 7.

10. In a game apparatus, in combination,
a base; arotatable part, as 15, situated below
said base; a trunnioned object-impeller on
said base at the upper side thereof; means for

imparting movement to said rotatable part; a

lever, as 15, for checking and holding said
part at variable points in its rotative move-
ment; and connections, as the link 25 and
catch 24,whereby the said lever may be moved
to liberate said rotatable part for movement
through theaction of said impellerin discharg-

ing an object, as 25'. ,
- THOMAS W. PECK.
Witnesses: -
ALBERT C. TANNER,
II. M. VERMILYA.
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