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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

MYRON B. HAMMOND, OF BRIDGEPORT, CONNECTICUT.

HOSE-SUPPORTER.

SPEGIFIQATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 684,814, dated October 22, 1901.
Application filed Janunary 18,1901, Serial No, 43,753, (No model,) |

Lo all whom it may concern:

a citizen of the United States, residing at
Bridgeport, in the county of Fairfield and
State of Connecticut, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Hose-Sup-
porters; and I do hereby declare the follow-

ing to be a full, clear, and exact deseription
of the invention, such as will enable others |

skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same.

My invention relates to certain improve-
ments in garment-supporters, but more par-
ticularly has reference to that class of such
devices in which a flexible pad is suspended
at or about the lower front portion of the cor-
set by means of a strap passed around the
waist of the wearer. In devices of this de-
scription the garment-supporters proper de-
pend from the lower portion of the flexible
pad, and the pull or strain on the su pporters
1s supposed to keep the pad pressed snugly
againgt the abdomen of the wearer.
number of devices of this general description
have heretofore been patented; but they can

all be divided into two classes, one of which

comprises supporters in which the pad is pro-
vided with a metallic fixture at its upper edge
and by means of this fixture is attached to
and suspended from the corset itself, while
the other class comprises supporters in which
the flexible pad is held in position by means
of a strap encireling the waist of the wearer.
My improvement belongs to the second class
of these inventions, and it aims to overcome
the disadvantages that are incident to the use
of a single pad, while at the same time I also
aim to provide a pad which shall always fit
the abdomen snugly and without wrinkling
and in which the equalization of strains is
fully provided for. '
The accompanying drawing, which forms a
part of this application, is an elevation show-
Ing my improved garment-supporter.
Heretofore a device of thisnature has been
constructed in which a solid flexible pad has
been utilized 2 2 "*secured by means of a strap
around the W‘ of the wearer, and to the
bottom edge of this flexible pad four hose-
supporting straps have been connected, two
of which are capable of sustaining strain in
vertical lines, while the othertwo diverge and
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Quite a |

|

; | therefore pull in planes which tend to meet
Be it known that I, MYRoN B. HAMMOND, |

at & common center. This construction ac-
complishes the end aimed at most admirably,
and the arrangement of hose - supporting
straps and the distribution of strains are such
that the pad will fit snugly against the abdo-
men without any wrinkling whatever; but I
alm to consfruet a very economical device in
which the pad element is such that I am en-
abled to employ only two hose-supporting
straps, while at the same time the pad will
liesnugly against the abdomen, and such pro-
vision is made for the equalization of strains
that there can be no wrinkling whatever of

t the pad.

. Instead of making a solid pad I provide
two flexible sections 1 2, whose inner edges
are separated, preferably, by a triangular-
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shaped space 3, having its apex at the top

and its base at the bottom, and these two sec-
tions are joined together only at the top and
bottom by non-elastic pieces of tape 4 5, which
tapes constitute flexible connections. The
upper edges of these sections 1 2, as joined

75

together in the manner above deseribed, pre-

sent a concave appearance, which insures a

perfect fit against the abdomen, and to the
upper extremities are respectively secured

30

the strap 6 and buckle 7, whereby the device

18 secured .in position around the waist of the
wearer. These sections 1 2 taper from the
top toward the bottom and are perfectly free
at their onter lateral edges, having no con-
nection with straps, bands, or similar appli-
ances, and to the bottom edges of these sec-
tions are respectively secured non - elastic
straps 8 9, from the lower ends of which lat-
ter depend the usual elastic hose-supnorters
10 11. | . |

There is no novelty whatever in the con-

| struction and arrangement of the hose-sup-

porters proper, nor do I claim any improve-
ment due to the fact that the straps 8 9 are
non-elastie, and although I prefer that such
straps should be non - elastie, nevertheless
they may be composed of elastic webbing, if
desired,

~When my improvement is secured. in posi-

tion for wear, the connections 4 5 will allow
the sections 1 2 to bow outwardly or spread,

80 as to adapt themselves snugly to the shape

| of the abdomen, and the strain on the indi-
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vidual straps 8 9 will not cause the sections
to wrinkle, since the hinge connections 45

permit each of these sections to have inde-

e
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pendent vertical play, and the sections are
perfectly free to conform readily in these re-
spects, since they have no connections or at-
tachments along their outer lateral edges.
When my improvement is in use, the action
of the wearer during walking or any sort of
exercise will effect the application of a pulling
force upon the pad-sections alternately, and
then again this pulling force will be alter-
nately relaxed, but my pad will not thereby

become distorted or wrinkled, because each.

section thereof is eapable of independent

movements, due to the hinge connections be- |

tween them and to the fact that they are sepa-
rated by the space 3, and because they are
perfectly free of any connections along their
outer lateral edges. |

Another very material advantage of my
improvement is that the metallic loop and
stud which constitute the usual corset-steel
fastenings will project within the space 3,
and therefore cannot in any way interfere
with the pad or wear away or tear the latter,
whereas in the instance of a single pad said
fastenings will invariably tear through the
pad and cause the same to become distorted
and wrinkled to the great discomfort of the
wearer.

If the onter lateral edges of the pad-sections.

oxtended straight downward substantially
parallel with the inner lateral edgesand free
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of any connections, then the advantages of 35

my improvement would still be apparent, ow-
ing to the hinge connections at the top and
bottom between the sectiong 1 2 and to the
space 3, although I prefer to make these sec-
tions with a general downward taper, as
shown.

I do not wish to be understood as laying
any claim whatever to a one-piece flexible
pad secured by means of a strap around the
person of the wearer and having the stocking-
supporting members depending therefrom,
since such a deviceis not new, and, moreover,
my present invention is intended as an im-
provement on such construction.

What I do claim as new, and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent, is—

A hose-supporter comprising two flexible
abdominal front pad-sections joined together
by flexible connections at the top and bottom
only, and separated by a free space, the up-
per edges of these sections presenting a con-
caveappearance,thestrap and buecklesecured
to the upper outer ends of said sections, while
the outer lateral edges are free of any connec-
tions, and the two hose-supporting straps se-
cured respectively to the lower ends of said
sections, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signaturoe
in presence of two witnesses.

MYRON B. TAMMOND,

Witnesses:

. W. SMmITH, Jr.,
M. T. LONGDEN.
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