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To all whom it maly concern:
e it known that I, JOoAN WALTER CRIM, &

citizenof the United States, residing at Johns-

ton, in the county of KEdgefield and State of
South Carolina, haveinvented new and useful

~Improvements in Clothes Holders or Clasps
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for Clothes-Lines, of which the following is a
speeciftication,

My presentinvention velites to certain new

and useful improvements in clothes holders
or ciasps for supporting clothes and other ar-
ticles on a line; and it has for one of its ob-
jects toprovide an article of this kind formed
from a single piece of wire and constructed
in such manner that it may be readily at-
tached to and detached from a clothes-line at
any point, '

Itis a further and important purpose of the
1nvention to provide a holder or clasp of the
class referred to having means for prevent-
ing the same from working loose from the
line when in the act of supporting an article
thereon.

briefly and geuerally stated, the invention
comprises a duplex holder or elasp formed
from a single piece of wire having a central

line-attaching loop and two clothes support-

ing or holding coils adapted to straddle the
line and the article supported thereon, the
free ends of said coils beings constructed in
such manner as to be readily lifted over the
line against the spring tension of the coils
and acting when released to exert a lateral
pressure upon the article being supported at
a point below the line, so as to prevent said
article, as well as the holder or clasp, from
working loose.

In order to enable others to fully under-
stand, make, and use my-said invention, I
will now proceed to describe the same in de-
tail, reference being made for this purpose to
the accompanying drawings, wherein—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a clasp or
holder made according to myinvention. Fig.
2 1s a top plan view of the same. Tig. 3isa
perspective view showing the clasp or holder

1n operative position upon a line, and Fig. 4
18 a side elevation showing the position of the
central loop during the act of attaching the

same to a line. |
In the annexed drawings the reference-nu-

t

attaching loop formed from a strand of wire,
one-half of which is constructed in the form
of a double loop, as shown at 2and 3, the wire
forming said double loop being bent laterally
at right angles to the plane of the loop 1 and
at a point intermediate the ends thereof to
provide twooppositely-extending arms4, each
of which is bent into a spring-coil 5. These
coils, as shown, are located on opposite sides
of the central line-attaching loop 1 and lie on
a plane midway thereof, but at right angles
thereto. The free ends of the wire adjacent
to the coils & terininate in outwardly and
downwardly extending locking-arms 6, the
wire of each arm being bent at its extreme
end into an eye that extends at a right angle
to the colls 5 and counstitules a shoulder 7,
adapted when the arm 0 is lifted over the
clothes-line 8, as shown in Fig. 3, to take un-
der the same and securely hold the elasp
thereto. Theselocking-arms 6andshoulders
7 constitute important features of my inven-
tion, since they serve to prevent the spring-

colls from working loose from the line, which
would likely oceur during a heavy wind when -
the clothes or other articles are suspended

therefrom 1f some locking means were not
provided. | -
The peculiar construction of elongated loop
1 is also of 1mportance, since it permits the
spring-coils 5 to be lifted up above and free
of the line in order to more readily cause said

- colls to straddle the line and the article there-

on. Its construction also permitsof the clasp
or holder being easily and quickly attached
to or detached from the line at any point,
this being accomplished by simply spreading
the double loop 2 3, as shown in Fig. 4, forc-
ing the line therebetween until it is below the
arms 4, and then turning the ¢lasp or holder
from its right-angled position, which it as-
sumes during this operation, to a position par-
allel with the line.

The operation of my deviece will be readily
understood from the foregoing description
and following statement taken in connection
with Ifig. 3 of the drawings. 'The clothes or
other articles 9 having been suspended from
the line 8, the clasp or holder is moved up
close thereto and raised above the line, so
that the loops of the coils 5 when spread apart

meral 1 designates a central elongated line- | and lowered will be caused to straddle the
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line and article thereon. The locking-arm 6
18 now lifted over the line, and its shouldered
end when freed will, owing to the springy na-
tare of the arm, exert a lateral pressure upon
the article and cause the shoulder 7 to take
under the line, thus preventing the coils from
working loose and securely holding the elasp
or holder in operative position until it is de-
sired to remove the clothes or articles from
the line, which is acecomplished in an obvious
manner.

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-

~ ters Patent, is—

1. A clasp or holder of the class described
formed from a single piece of wire, and com-
prising a central loop adapted to engage a
clothes-line, arms extending laterally from

~opposite sides of said loop and each arm car-
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rying a spring-coil, said coils each terminat-
ing 1n an outwardly and downwardly extend-

ing locking-arm the free end of each arm nor- |

maliy lying in a plane taken horizontally

through its adjacent coil.

2. A clasp or holder of the class deseribed
formed from a single piece of wire and com-

prising a central loop adapted to engage a

clothes-line, arms extending laterally from
sald central loop, spring-coils forming a con-
tinuation of said arms, the free ends of said
colls terminating in outwardly and down-
wardly extending locking-arms adapted to be
lifted over the clothes-line, and a shoulder on
the extreme end of each locking-arm adapted
to take under the line, said shoulder being
disposed in a planetaken horizontally through
the spring-coils.

- 3. A clasp or holder of the class deseribed,
comprising a central elongated loop adapted

to engage a clothes-line, arms extending lat- |
40 erally in opposite directions frcm opposite |

sides of sald loop, spring-coils carried by said
arms, and a locking-arm forming a continua-
tion of each coil, the free end of each arm
normally lying in a plane taken horizontally
through the spring-coils and said ends of the
sald locking-arms being arranged to be lifted
over the line so as to take under the same
when the coils are in operative position upon

the line. | |
- 4. A clasp or holder of the class described,
comprising a central elongated loop adapted
to engage a clothes-line, arms extending lat-
erally in opposite. directions from opposite
sides ot the loop and centrally thereof, spring-
colls carried by said arms, a spring locking-
arm forming a continuation of each coil, and
a lateral shoulder on the end of each locking-
arm, said shoulders normally lying in a plane
taken horizontally through the spring-coils
but disposed outward from the latter.

5. A clasp or holder of the class deseribed
formed from a single strand of wire and com-
prising a central elongated split loop adapted

to engage a clothes-line, arms extending lat-

erally from opposite sides of said loop and at
a point intermediate the ends thereof, the
free ends of said arms being bent into spring-
colls and said coils being arranged at right
angles to the central elongated loop and dis-
posed centrally thereof, the maximum diame-
ter of said elongated loop being greater than

the maximum diameter of the coils.

In testimony whereof I have heretinto set
my hand in presence of two subsecribing wit-
NCS5ES.

JOIIN WALTER CRIM.

Witnesses:
J. GRANVILLE MEYERS, Jr.,
GEO. VW. REA.
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