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To «ll whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Tsaac L. UMSTEAD, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Cama-
rillo, in the county of Ventura and State of
California, have invented a new and useful

specification.

The invention relates to improvements in
tongue-supports. o o

The object of the present invention is to
Improve the construction of tongue-supports

~and to provide a simple, inexpensive, and

efficient one adapted to be readily applied

- to a running-gear and capable of supporting
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the tongue and of relieving the necks of the-
animals of the weight of the said tongue.

- The invention consists in the construction

~and novel combination and arrangement of

20

parts hereinafter fully deseribed, illustrated

in the accompanying drawings, and pointed

out in the claims hereto appended. R
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a longitudinal

- sectional view of a portion of a running-gear

provided with a tongue-support constructed
IFig. 2 is

1n aceordance with this invention.

- a perspective view of the tongue-support de-

0

tached. I'ig.3is a transverse sectional view.
Like numerals of reference designate corre-
spounding parts in all the figures of the draw-
ing‘s; | |
1 designates a spring extending longitudi-

~ nallybeneaththerearportionofatongue2and
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connected at its front end with the same and
at its rear end to the running-gear in rear of
the pivot 4 of the said tongue, and the said

spring is adapted to support the weight of the
tongue and is capable of counteracting any

tendency of the front portion of the running-
geartilting forward. By thisconstruetionthe
necks of the draft-animals are relieved of the
weight of the tongue and much of the strain
incident te an wunsupported tongue. The

front end of the spring is curved upward and

- rearward, and it is secured to the tongue or
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pole 2 at a point between the ends thereof,
preferably by being arranged within a socket

935 but any other suitable means may be em-
- ployed for this purpose.

The socket is open
at its front end, and the rearwardly-bent
upwardly - extended front terminal 6 of the
spring is secured within the socket 5 by suit-

~ able fastening devices, The rear end 7 of the

spring is curved upward and forwardly, sub-

i

‘the king-bolt and the

| stantially the same as the front end 6, and it
18 secured. to a supporting-bracket 8, which
18 bolted or otherwise secured to the front

axle;- but the rear end of the spring may be
connected with the running-gear at any other
desired point. The bracket 8, which is con-
structed of suitable metal, consists of a ver-
tical body portion having an opening 9 to
receive the spring and provided with a top
flange or lip 10. The spring passes through
the opening of the vertical body portion of
the bracket, and its rear upwardly-curved

end is secured by a suitable fastening device

11 tothe top lip or flange, which is preferably
segmental, as clearly illustrated in Fig. 2 of
the accompanying drawings. The lip or
flange is also provided near its ends with ap-

ertures 12 for the reception of bolts 13 or

55

6o

other suitable fastening devices for securing -

‘the bracket to the front axle or other portion

of the running-gear. The upper portions of
the bolts are diverged to enable them to clear
ifth-wheel, and the
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lower portions of the bolts are threaded for

the reception of nuts 14, which support a plate
15.
the bracket, and the sides of the latter have
their terminals bent at an angle, as shown.
The bracket and the bottom transverse plate

| 15 are adapted to support the spring when

the latter is subjected to severe strains which
might result when the tongue is thrown down-
ward by reason of a vehicle traveling over a
rough roadway. | L
It will be seen that the tongue-support is
exceedingly simple and inexpensive in con-
struction, that it is strong and durable, and
that it is adapted to sustain the weight of the
tongue and also to resist any forward tilting
ot the front portion of the running-gear. Fur-
thermore, it will be apparent that when the
front axle and the parts mounted thereon are
detached from the rear portion of the run-
ning-gear the device will maintain the tongue
or pole insubstantial alinement with the front
hounds and will enable the said pole or tongue
tc be counterbalanced and will facilitate as-
sembling the parts of the running-gear.
What I claim is—-
1. Thecombination with a running-gear, of

The opening 9 extends to the bottom of
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| fole

a tongue-support consisting of a spring lo-

cated beneath and extending longitudinally

| of the rear portion of the tongue and having
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its termma,ls cmved upwald and inwardly,

~ the front terminal of the spring being bent

backward and secured to the lower face of the
tongue in advance of the pivot thereof, and
the rear end of the spring being eurved for-
ward and connected with the running-gear in

- rear of the pivot of the tongue, and a bracket

I'to
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supporting the rear end of the Sprmg, sub-

‘stantially as described.

2. A tongue-support comprising 2 spring
designed to be arranged longitudinally of a
running-gear beneath the rear portion of the
tongue thereof and having its terminals
curved upward and inward over it, the front
terminal being arranged to support the
tongue, and a bracket having an opening to

receive the spring and secured at its top to

the rear end of the said spring and provided

at its bottom with means for supportmfr the |

spring, substantially as deseubed

684,530

3. A tOngué-sﬁp]jort' cmﬁprising a _spl*ing;_'
designed to be arranged longitudinally of the

running-gear, beneath the rear portion of the
tongue thereof, and having its terminals bent
inward over it, the front terminal being ar-
ranged tosupport the tongue, the bracket pro-
vided with an opening to receive the spring

 and pwmded at its top with a lip or flange
having openings, bolts passing through the
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cpenings and emendmn‘ to the bottom of the 30

bracket, and a plate connectmw the lower
ends of the bolts and extending beneath the
spring, substantially as descmbed

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 35

the presence of two witnesses.
ISAAC/ L. UMSTEAD.

Wi [;n €sses:
", W. TRAIN,

L C. LLAKi:.__
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