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To all whom 6t may concerm:

Beit knownthatl, WILLIAMHENRY ETTER,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Cut-
ler, in the county of Washington and State
of Ohio, have invented a new and useful
Combined Twine Holder and Lifter, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
twine-holders; and the object thereof 1s to
provide a simple, efficient, and Inexpensive
deviee of this character that will hold a ball
or spool of twine to permit the unwinding of
the same and that will remove the free end
thereof from the counter and out of the way
when not in use.

A further object of the invention is 1o so
construct the device that the twine will not
become twisted or snarled or caught in the
mechanism. :

Ifor a complete understanding of the in-
vention the preferred form is described in
the following specification and shown in the
drawings which accompany and form a part
of the same, and in which—

Ifigure 1 1s a perspective view., Fig. 21isa
longitudinal section on the line w w of Fig.
3. Fig. 3 is a cross-section on the line @ x of
Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a cross-section on the line
1y y of Fig. 2, Fig. 5 is a detail vertical sec-
tion taken on the line z z of Fig. 4.

Similar reference-numerals designate like
and corresponding parts in the several fig-
ures of the drawings. |

The device essentially comprises a spool-
holding frame 10 and a weight-casing 11.
The spool-holding frame 10 is preferably rec-

tangular in form, having upper and lower:

sides 12 and 13 and end pieces 14. At the
central portion of the upper side 12 is pro-
vided a rigid fastening-screw 15, by means
of which the device may be securely and rig-
idly suspended from a ceiling. The end
pieces 14 are preferably of spring metal and
are each provided on the innersides of their
central portions with a projecting nipple or
journal-stud 16. Suspended vertically from
the lower side 13 of the frame is the weight-
casing 11, which 18 securely fastened to the
spool-frame in any manner desired. This
case preferably comprises a tube elliptical
in cross-section and having its upper end
open.

tarranged a horizontal bar 17, and the wall at

this end is also provided with the opening 18
and the oppositely-arranged notch or slot 19.
The lower end of the casing is closed by
means of a cap 20, which supports a cushion
21, of wood or similar material, the whole end
being provided with an opening or perfora-
tion 22 for the passage of the twine. Slid-
ably arranged within this casing is the weight
23, which conforms, substantially, to the in-
terior contour of the casing, so that 1t can-
not turn therein. This weightis provided at
its upper end with an eye 24 and is also pref-
erably covered with felt 25 or other sound-
deadening material, forming practically a
buifer.

In inserting the spool of f{wine 26 into the

frame it is only necessary to bow the spring

ends enongh to allow the spool to be slipped
into place, whereupon the lugs 16 will enter
the openings in the spool and securely hold
it in place, but allow it to freely revolve as
the twine is drawn therefrom. The free end
of the twine is then threaded through the
slot 18 and eye 24 of the weight, then over
the bar 17, and, if the deviceis to be hung di-
rectly over the counter, through the opening
22. 1f, however, the twine is to be used some
distance from the holder, it isnot run through
the opening 22, but is passed through the
notch 19. It will be evident that when the
free end of the twine is drawn downwardly
the weight will be raised to the top of the
casing and the twine will then unwind from
the spool. - Upon releasing the free end of
the twine the weight will drop to the bottom,
carrying the free end of the twine upward a
distance equal to twice the length of the cas-
ing, which latter may be of any length de-
sired.

Because of the relative construction of the
weight and casing it 1s impossible for the
weight to turn, so that there is no chance of
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the twine becoming twisted, and at the same

time the necessity for guiding rods, pins, and
the like is obviated and there is nothing for
the twine to become entangled with. Kar-
thermore, when the weight drops to the bot-
tom of the tube the twine is gripped between
the sound-deadening material of the weight
and the uppersurface of the cushion 21, which

Across the upper end of the casingis | thus prevents any slack being jerked up into
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the casing.
simple mapner of mounting the spool, where-
by the necessity of a core-rod, which is liable
to become accidentally loosened, is done away
with. Fuarthermore, because of the covered
weight and the filling at the bottom of the
casing the device is almost noiseless in oper-
atlon

IFrom the foregoing it is thought that the
construction, operation, and many advan-

tages of the helem-desel ibed invention will

be apparent to those skilled in the art with-
out further description, and itis to be nnder-
stood that various changes in the size, shape,
proportion, and minor details of construction
may be Iesorted to without depariing from
the spirit or sacrificing any of the advantfwes
of the invention.

Having thus described the invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— -

1. A'take- -up frame provided with an aper-
ture at its lower end through which the free
end of the cord passes, a weight slidably
mounted in the frame, said weight when at
rest being arranged to engage the frame at
said lower aperture to clamp the free portion
of the cord that passes therethrough, and
means for connecting said cord and weln'bt
whereby when the cor rd i 1s drawn throu trh the
framethe weight will be moved from the lower
aperture and out of clamping engagement
with the cord.

2. A take-up frame provided with cord-ap-
eltlll‘E‘b at 1ts upper and lower ends, the free
end of the cord leaving the take-up frame
through the lower aperture, a vertically-slid-
ing weight arranged between said apertures
and havmﬂ* aneye or aperture through which
the cord is to be threaded, said Wewht when
at rest, being arranged to clasp the freo end
of the cord at the lower aperture of jhe take-
up frame.

3. Atwine-holder comprisingaball or q];)oc)l
holding frame, a tubular casing suspended
from the holding-frame and havmn' an upper
cord-inlet and a 10?& er cord-outlet f1 om which
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portion of the cord passing therethroungh.
4. A take-up frame provided with cor d-ap*

A further advantage lies in the | the free portion of the cord extends, and a -
weight slidably mounted in the casingand ar-
Iann'ed to be moved upwardly when the free.
| portwn of the cord is drawn through the cas- - -
ing, said weight, when at rest, bemﬂ' arranged -
to cover the lower cord- outlet to cla,mp the -

ertures at its upper and lower ends, the free = -

end of the cord leaving the take-up frame

through the lower aperture a vertically-slid- . -
Ing wewht between said eyes or apertures -~ =

and having an eye or apertare through which P
the cord is to be threaded, and a buffer be- . oo
tween the lower end of the weight and the 7 .~
lower cord eye or aperture to elamp the free '
end of the cord to the lower end of the take-- .
up frame when the weight drops to its lowest .

position, substantmlly as described.

5. A take-up frame provided with uppef
and lower eyes or apertures for the cord,a -~
vertically-sliding weight between said eyes . .
and plowded at its lower end with a buffer - -

having a cord eye or opening at its upper end

in line with the lower frame-eye to engage the.

free end of the cord where it passes thl ough - -

said eye and clamp it against rising when the
weight drops to its low e%t pommon substan-
tmlly as described.

6. The combination with a holder for the
cord, of a depending take-up frame having .

upper and lower eyes, a vertically-sliding
8o -

weight between said eyes and also having an
eye th ough which the cord passes; the lowe1

end of the welight in its lowest position en-

gaging the lewer end of the take-up frame at

its “cord- -eye to clamp the free end of the cord
thereto against rising when the weight sud-

denly fa,lls substantmlly as described.

In tequmony that I claim the fOI'e”'omg as
my own I have hereto affixed my swnatum in

the presence of two witnesses.

YWitnesses:
THOS. G. FRANCE,
L. W. SAWYER.

WILLIAM IENRY ETTER. .
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