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0 all whom Tt may concern.: | |

Be it known that I, WiLLiAM B. DEWEES,
a citizen of the United States, residing at the
corner of Santa F'e and Prescott avennes, Sa-
lina, in the county of Salineand State of Kan-
sas, have invented new and useful Improve-
ments in Abdominal Supporters, of which the
following is a specification.

This invention relates to abdominal sup-
porters, the object in view being to provide
a simple, economic, efficient, and comfortable
supporter for the purpose specified which is
readily applicable to different persons and
which may beadjusted to bear the proper rela-
tion to thebody forsupporting the abdomen.

With the above general object in view the

invention consists in the novel construction,
combination, and arrangement hereinafter
fully deseribed, illustrated, and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
18 & side elevation of the supporter, showing
1{s relation to the body, the latter being in-
dicated in outline. Fig. 2 is a perspective
view of the supporter looking from the rear.
Fig. 3 is a front view of the front pad of the
supporter, showing the relation of the yoke
and supporting-armsthereto and the connec-
tion of the adjusting and supporting strap.
Fig. 418 a detail elevation of one of the back
pads looking from the rear. Fig. 5 is a de-

- tail perspective view showing one of the ends
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of the securing-strap. Fig. 6isan edge view

of one of the back pads, showing the eye for
recelving one of the hooks on the securing-
band. Fig. 7 is a fragmentary edge view of
the securing-band, showing one of the hooks
for engaging a back pad. '

Similar numerals of reference designate cor-
responding parts in all the figures.

T'he abdominal supporter contemplated in
thig invention comprises, essentially, a front
pad 1, a pair of back pads 2, a supporting-
yoke 3, and a combined adjusting and sup-
porting strap or band 4, the said parts being

combined and arranged substantially asillus- |

trated in the detached perspective view, Fig.
2. Bothfrontand back pads areformed of fo-
raminated or perforated sheet metal, meshed
wire fabrie, or the like, and_the front pad at
its upper edge is given a crescent shape,while
at its lower and side edges it is heart-shaped,
the lobes of the heart being swaged to form

| rounded projections or bulging portions, as

indicated at 5, to bear with greater pressure
than the remainder of the pad against cer-
tain portions of the body. The yoke 3 is

~composed of spring-wire, and the central por-

tion of the section of wire from which the yoke
is formed is bent to register with the lower
and side edges of the front pad, as clearly
illustrated in Fig. 8, and is connected with the
pad by rolling the said edges of the material

from which the pad is formed over the wire, as

clearly indicated in Fig. 3, thus doing away
with the necessity of using solder or mechan-
ical fastening devices for securing the yoke
and front pad together. Instead of incising
therolled edge 6 of the pad in ordertoallow the
yoketoemerge therefrom the wire from which
the yoke is formed is given a short or abrupt
bend, as indicated at 7, allowing the wire to
pass outward. beneath the inward edge of the
roll, in which the central portion of the yoke
is confined. The entire edge, including the
upper portion of the pad, is, however, rolled,
80 that there are no sharp projecting edges
to create discomfort to the wearer. At the
center of the front pad the wire which forms
the yoke is bent to form a loop 17, which is
disposed horizontally, with the end portions

of the loop extending in opposite directions, -

adapting them to receive hooks 18, attached
to the opposite ends of the securing-band 4.
T'his construction does away with the neces-
sity of employing projections or studs for at-
taching the securing-band to the pad. The
back pads 2 have their edges rolled over the
looped extremities of the yoke in the same
manner, the extremities being bent into cir-
cular form, as shown at 8, and after forming
the loop 8 the wire is given an abrupt bend,
as shown at 9, whenece it is extended to form

55

60

75

80

90

one of the supporting-arms 10, which consti-

tutes a part of the yoke.
the wire after forming the loops 8 are bent
to extend diametrically across the back pads,
and such diametrically-extending terminals
are bent about centrally of the pad to form

offstanding eyes 19, the same being designed

to interlock with hooks 20, earried by the se-
curing-band 4, for properly positioning the
back pads 2. | |
Theadjustingand supporting band or strap
4 18 composed of webbing, either elastic or

The terminals of
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inelastic, according to requirements;-eend its |
~extremities are provided with hooks 18 to fit

into the end portions of the loop 17 of the

front pad, as hereinabove described, while

the other hooks 20 on the band or strap are
adapted to fit info the eyes 19,
from the outer surfaces of the back pads 2.

The band or strap may be further provided

with an ad] ustmw-buckle, as shown at 16, to

take up slack in the strap and adapt the
same to be adjusted snugly to the body.

- From the foregoing deseription it will be
seen that the band or strap performs a two-.

fold funection—first, it increases the sup-
porting or lifting power of the supporter, and,
secondly, it &SSIStS in holding the pads of the

supporter in place and ad,]ustmn' the devices

as a whole to the body.
‘The device is simple in conetmeuon and
economic in manufacture, comprising but

four pieces—viz., a front pad two back pads,

and a yoke, elther with or without the ad-
justing-strap. By reference to Fig. 1 1t will
be seen that the back pads are loeated in a

higher plane than the front pad, which gives

the supporter the power to lift the abdomen,

the ordinary supporters only serving to exelt
an inward pressure against the abdomen. It
will also be seen that the back padsare placed
well out.on the sides of the hips, where they
reston the thick musecles, thereby giving com-
fort to the wearer. The side arms of the
yoke emerge from the side edges of the front

- pad near 130 but slightly below the top edge
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Or margin thereof and by this means the hft-
ing power 1s dlstmbuted along the lower and
side ed aes of the pad, the pressure being thus
apphed as low as poss1b1e so as to p1oduce

the requisite lifting eifect. ~
Having thus descrlbed the invention, what

is clalmed and desired to be secured by Let-
ters Patent 18—

1. A Supporter for the purpose set forth

comprising a perforated metal front pad,per-

forated metal back pads, and a yoke connect- |

projecting

684,200
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ing the pads and eonstltutmﬂ' the suppm tm ol i; e

frames therefor, and formed with a loop at
the lower middle portion of the front pad and -
eyes in the back pads, and a supporting-strap

detaehebly connected to the ends of the loop 5c

in the front pad and to the eyes in the back
pads.

2. A supporter for the purpose speclﬁed

comprising a front pad, back pads, a sprmg—_--
yoke comprising side arms connecting the 55
back pads with the front pad, and acombined - - -

supporting and adjusting strap having its ex--
tremities detachably eonneeted with the front .~ -
pad and other portions thereotf detaehably RN

associated with the back pads

7 b0

compmsmﬂ' a front pad, back pads a eonneet-'-'?

ing-yoke-comprising spring supporting-arms

extending between the frent and: baek pads,

said yoke being bent to form a loop lying at 651 O
one side of the front pad, and eyes projecting -
ontward from the back pads, and a securing =~ .
band or strap having hooks to engage sa,ld'j’_._--_,:%f__-_'.-__'-_'-_f-i';,.}f_"i.

loop and eyes.
4. A supporter for the purpose 3peelﬁed

| eompmsmw a front pad, back pads, a spring-

(R

wire yoke eomprising side arms eonnectmg.':-__;-"_:-:?:lﬁi?ﬂ':"f_t:_'-f
the back pads with the front pad, the spring-

yoke being bent adjacent to the fmnt pad to-_'

form.a loop with oppositely-projecting end 75 - -

portions, and the arms of the.yoke beingter- =~
minally bent in annular form to support:the - . . -

back pads and then extended diametrically RS

across the back pads and offset centrally to ot

form eyes, and a combined supporting ‘and

8o

adjusting strap provided with terminal hooks
to engage the loop of the front pad and with =
mtermediate hooks to engage the eyesof the R

back pads.
In testimony whereof I affix my swnature
in presence of two witnesses.
WILLIAM B. DEWEES.
Witnesses:
J. W. NEPTUNE,
R. P. CRAVENS.
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