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To all whom t& may concer:
Be it known that I, RICHARD R. COWLES,
a citizen of the United States, residing at

Scranton, in the county of Lackawanna and

State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Lids for
Closet-Seats, of which the following is a speci-
fication, 1eferel1ce being had thelem to the
accompanying dlaWIHU‘S |

This mvenmon relates to 1ids of com modes
or hoppers for water-closets, and has for its
- objects tofurnish a simplified means for vary-

ing the size of the opening within said lids

and otherwise improving said lids.
- To this end my invention consists of the
construction, arrangement, and combination
of the several parts, as 18 herein specified, and
illustrated in the accompanying dmwmgs in
which—

Figure 1 is a front eleva,tmn of a hoppet
| havmo* one of my improved lids attached, but
not in a separate condition. Fig. 2 isa cross-
section taken on the line o y of Fig. 1 after

having separated the two parts of my im-

p10ved lid. Fig. 3 is a detail view, in cross-
section, of the lockmﬂ' device by means of
which the two parts Of my improved lid are
held together. Iig. 4 1s a detail view of the
plate nused in the locking device. Fig. 5 isa
plan view of the fastening device shown 1in

Fig. 3, illustrating the method of mortising

the same into the lid. Fig. 6 is a general
view in perspective of my device, showing 1t
when ready for use.

Similar characters of reference denote like
and corresponding parts throuwhout the SeV-
eral views. |

In thedrawings, 1 deswnatea the usual hop-—'

per or body of the commode as at present in
use, having bolted thereto a cross-piece 2 at
- one side, to which is hinged the usual seat 3,
having the ordinary opening 4. |

The improvement which 1 have made is
constituted particularly in the lid, which is
designed for partof its use toclose the opening
4 and is hinged by means of the lugs 5, which
swing on the bolts of the hm ges 6 of the de-
vice.

My device 18 constructed by sawmw or cut-

‘into the opening 15 of the

| upper and lower sides, thus ]eavmﬂ' its sev-

eral parts of one- “half the thlckness which
they were formerly. These two laminee are

then hinged together by means of the hinges
7. Anopening is cutout of the lower lamina 55

thus separated bysawing on the line 8, start-
ing the cut in a bore-hole 9, which is after-
ward obliterated by cutting a mortise 10 hav-
ing sloping.sides. 'I'he poltlon 9" which is
sawed out of this piece is afterward tacked 6o
onto the upper piece 3’ in such position that

it will exactly fit into and close the hole 12

from which it has been cut. T'he two parts
of the lid are held together by means of a

blind cateh or fastening device inserted by 65

cutting a recess or mortise 10 in the edge of
the piece 9. This mortise may be cut by
sawing two cuts inclined toward one another
on the surface which is outer when the piece

9" is tacked onto the piece 3', so that the wider 7o

side of the opening is closed by tacking the
piece 9'against the piece 3" after the catch 13,
with its necessary equipment, is slid into its
place, as is readily suggested by inspection of
IFig. 5inthe dra,wmﬂ's
on the inner concave surface 16 of the pars
3" to engage with the sliding portion of the

- blind eateh 13 when it is desired to lock the

two parts together. The sliding portion of

the blind catch is actuated by a helical spring 8o

adapted to drive the catch forward endmse
plate 14, which

plate is secured against the inneredge of the
opening 12 in such relation as to engage with

the sliding portion of the blind C&tuh 13 when 8x

the parts are pressed together.

Tn the use of this device the laminz 3’ and
3" are kept locked together ordinarily and
used as covering-lid in the usual way. When

children are to be accommodated, the pmts 9::-5

are separated, asshownin Fig. 2. Thigis ac-
complished by simply for cinﬂ* the two laminae
apart by pressing against the protruding cen-
tral portion, the blind cateh being self-ad;j ust-

ing and slipping backward when thus forced 93

so as to permit of the parts separating. 1tis
also plainly evident that the catch will ad-
just itself backward when the parts are again
pressed together, so as to permit of their

The plate 14 is tacked 75

100

50 tmﬂ* the usual lid in a plane palallel to its | loeking.
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25 an opening of the lower lamina, and means |

o

Having thus described my invention, what |

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1. In a device of the character described, a
closet-seat, a hinged cover therefor compris-
ing two laminse of approximately the same
size and hinged together, the outer edges of
the lower lamina of the lid being entirely free
from the upper lamina when the two are
locked together, exposing the line of cleavage
at the front and sides, a projection on the
under side of the upper lamina adapted to fit
within an opening of the lower lamina and lie
flush with the underside of said lower lamina,
and means for locking together the two lami-
nee, substantially as deseribed. |

2. In a device of the character described,
closet-seat, a hinged cover therefor compris-
ing two laminge of approximately the same
size and hinged together, the outer edges of
the lower lIamina of the lid being entirely free
from the upper lamina when the two are
locked together, a projection on the under
side of the upper lamina adapted to fit within
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on the projection for engaging the inner edge
of the opening of the lower lamina, substan-
tially as deseribed.

)

3. In a device of the character described, &
hinged closet-seat, a hinged cover therefor
comprising two laminz of approximately the
same size and hinged together, and also
hinged in common with said seat to the hinges
thereof, the outer edges of the lamins of the
lid being entirely free exposing the line of
cleavage on the front and sides when the two
are locked together, a projection on the un-
der side of the upper lamina adapted to fit
within an opening of the lower lamina and
lie flush with the under side of the said lower
lamina, and a spring-catch on the said pro-
jection arranged to engage the inner edge of
the opening of the lower lamina, substan-
tlally as deseribed. '

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
In presence of two witnesses.

RICHARD R. COWLES.
Witnesses:

D. G. MORAN,
GEO. GELATT.
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