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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM D. KELLY AND JOHN D. KELLY,

OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

| FILING-_-CASE.

SPEGIEIGATIQN formmg part of Letters Patent No. 683 205, dated Septembel 24 1901.
| | B.pphootlon filed December 31,1900, Serial No. 41, 713 (No modol )

To all whom it maz J COTCETTL:

- Be it known that we, WILLIAM D. KILLLY
and JoEN D. KELLY, oltlzens of the United

Cook and State of Illmols, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Im provomonts in Filing-
Cases, of which the followmﬂ' is a spoolﬂca-

. tion.

This invention relates to 1mprovemonto in
files of that class in which an adjustable fol-
lower is located in a holder and is adapted to
be forced against, so as to compress the con-
tents of tho case, and then secured by some

suitable fastening means, so as to maintain

the compression.

The primary object of this 1nvont10n is to
have a self-locking follower that will auto-
Inatically lock 1tsolf in any adjusted position
in the casing and hold the contents of the
casing under compression and which may be

1nstantly released and the compression re-

moved without the manlpulatmn of any look-

- ing device.
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Another object is to have the adgustable

follower self-locking in such manner that it

will automatically lock itself in any adjusted
position, whether the compression be at one

side or the other thereof, so that the same

follower may be used for compressing letters
or other papels a,‘r elthor ond of the casing or
drawer.

A further obgoct is to have tho adj ustablo
follower self-locking by friction alone, where-
by is avoided the neoossﬂsy for employlno‘-!

any kind of fastening device that requires

ma,mpula,tlon by hand to lock and unlook tho_

follower in any adjusted position.
An exemplification of this class of filing-

 cases which broadly attains the foregoing ob-
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~ brought tightly against the under surface of
the drawol or case and in which a friction-
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jects is shown in our pending applloatlon for
United States Letters Patent,Serial No.18,228,

filed May 28,1900; and the ob;joot of our pr os-

ent, 1nvont10n Whloh isan 1mprovoment upon
the filing-case therein shown, is to provide
such a case so constructed thot in locking
the flat surface of the friction-plate shall be

plate may be nsed of simpler construction

than that shown in our aforesaid application.

These and such other objects as may here-
inafter appear are attained by the device

111ust1atod in the accompanvmﬂ* drawings, in
which— -
Figure 1 represents a perspective view of a

States, residing at Chloan'o in the county of ﬁhnfr case or drawer tor a cabinet embodying

our mvontlon Fig. 2 represents a central

longwudmal seotlon thereof. Fig.3isa plan

| view of the simplest form of friction- plate.

| Fig. 4 is a section on the line 4 4 of Fig. 3.

Fig 518 a central section showing the attach-
ment of the guide-rod to the dI&LWGl or ¢as-
‘ing, and Fig. Bis a detail, and Fig. 7 shows a
modlﬁoomon of our deweo

It will be understood that our invention ¢

may be embodied in many different styles of
filing-cases, whether they be in separate boxes

or casings orin the shape of drawers for cabi-

nets, and it will be also understood that this

file is adapted for use with index-cards which

are provided with a perforated ear and are
employed in a manner well understood to
classify or divide the contents of the file for
convenience in filing and for reference.
Referring now by letter to the accompany-
Iing drawings, A indicates the drawer or cas-

ing, having a central longitudinal slot B in

the bottom thereof, and C represents a fol-
lower fitting tlansvolsely within the drawer,
but soas to move freely therein, said follower

being secured about the center of its length,
at the lower edge thereof, to a frlotlon-plate.
{ D, which is pr ofol ably composed of metal.
‘This plate may be of any suitable shape which

‘will permit of its being loosely attached to the
follower at a point or pomts on said follower

l

opposite the longitudinal slot B and in such
a mannper that tho friction-plate shall present

1 a surface for frictional contact with the un-

der side of the casing. The simplest form
of this friction-plate is a flat plate, as shown
in Kigs. 1 to 4 of the drawings. Obviously
it may be bent to a generally U shape to

loosely fit within said slot and with flanges

bent so as to present flat surfaces for fric-
tional contact with the under side of the cas-
ing on either side of the slot, in which event
the friction-plate also serves as a guide for
the follower to hold it in position tr ansvolsoly
of the box. The follower is loosely secured

to the friction-plate by one or more screws,
links, or othersuitable fastening means which
shall provide some degree of play or lost mo-
tion between-the follower and the friction-
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plate, so that when the follower is in upright
position the friction-plate will hang below,
but not in frictional contact with, the under
surface of the casing. (See Fig. 6.) The
simplest form of such attachment consists in
nails or screws passing through holes in the
friction - plate, said holes being somewhat
larger in diameter than the diameter of such

- nalils or serews, whereby the attaching nails
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orscrews are allowed a limited amountof play

longitudinally of the friction-plate. Another

‘suitable attachment is obtained by striking

up one or more eyes from the material of the
friction-plate and attaching the friction-plate
to the follower by one or more staples pass-
ing through such eye or eyes, as shown in
Fig. 7. | | |
In case my device is used with index-cards
provided with projecting perforated ears or

tabs-through which a gunide-rod is passed |

for securing the cards before removal the

longitudinal slot B provides ample space for |

suchtabsand forsuch guide-rod. Theguide-
rod G may be detachably secured to the
drawer—as, for instance, by the means shown
in the drawings, consisting of a metallie plate
I, rigidly secured to the drawer-front and
having a screw-threaded perforation therein,
which engages the serew-threads I, formed
on or secured to the shank of the knob J, to
which the rod G is rigidly secured. The in-
ner end of the rod enters the socket or per-
foration in the back wall of the drawer, from
which it may be freely withdrawn.

It will be observed that the follower C, by |

reason of its attachment to the friction-plate
D and resting at its ends on each side of said
plate upon the bottom of the drawer, acts as

‘a lever whenever the upper free edge there-

of is deflected to either side of a central po-
sition. The friction-plate being loosely at-
tached to the follower is not tilted by the de-
flection of the follower from a central posi-
tion; but when the friction-plate is attached
to the follower by links—as, for instance, a
staple in the follower passing through an eye
in the friction-plate—the deflection of the
follower swings the link or staple attached to
the follower upward and causes the same to
pull upward upon the eye of the friction-plate
1n substantially a vertical direction, whereby
the opposing surfaces of the friction-plate
and of the under surface of the casing are
drawn tightly together, thereby firmly lock-
ing the follower against movement longitu-
dinally in the casing. If, however, the at-
taching means between the follower and fric-

tion-plate consists of a single member—as, :

for instance, a secrew or nail passing through
perforations in the friction-plate of greater
diameter than the attaching means—such at-
taching means will likewise be swung up-
wardly by the deflection of the follower un-
til that portion of the attaching means which
projects below the friction-plate shall have
been swung into contact with a portion of the
under surface of the friction-plate, where-
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upon the further deflection of the follower
and movement of the attaching means will
lift the entire friction-plate upward in a sub-

stantially vertical direction until the oppos-
1ng surface of the friction-plate and of the
under surfaceof the casing are forced tightly

together, thereby furnishing a frictional lock
to prevent movement of the follower longitu-
dinally of the casing. In either construction
the follower will remain locked in the adjust-
ed position as long as the deflecting tension
due to the compressed papers between the

follower and the end of the drawer is main-
tained. DBy forcing the upper edge of the

follower toward the compressed papers and
into 1ts middle position the friction-plate be-
comes released and falls out of contact with

~the under side of the casing and the fol-

lower 18 free to move bodily within the cas-
ing, carrying with it the friction-plate.
reéstablish the compression, it is only neces-
sary to force the follower tightly against the
papersand then release it,when the expansive
force of the papers will cause the follower to
agaln cant and to instantly and automatically

' lock.

- Obviously changes may be made in the
shape and construction of our device, and
the friction of the lock may be differently
applied; but all such changes are contem-
plated by our invention. | .

Having thus desecribed our invention, what
we claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 15— |

1. In a filing-case, the combination with a
casing of an adjustable follower and a self-
acting friction-lock between said casing and
follower, comprising a friction-plate and a
loose connection between said friction-plate
and said follower whereby the surface of said
plate will be drawn against and locked with
a portion of said casing by the deflection of
sald follower from an unlocked position, sub-
stantially as described. |

2. In a filing-case the combination with a
casing of an adjustable self-locking follower
working therein, a friction-plate and a loose
connection between said friction-plate and
said followerallsocombined thatsaid friction-
plate will be drawn against and locked with
the under side of said casing by the deflec-
tion of said follower from an unlocked posi-
tion, substantially as deseribed. .

3. In a filing-case, the combination with a
casing of an adjustable follower, and a frie-
tion-plate loosely attached to said follower in
such a manner thatsaid friction-plate will be
drawn against and locked with a portion of
sald casing whenever pressure is applied to
either side of said follower, substantially as
described. - |

4. In a filing-case, the combination with a
casing, of an adjustable follower, and a lock-
ing-plate loosely attached to said follower
and arranged so that the upper surface of the
locking-plate shall engage the under side of

| sald casing whenever said follower is deflected
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from an unlocked position, substantlally as
described.
5. In a filing- ease, the comblnatlon with a

'oaqmw of an ad,]ustable follower and a lock-

in g-plate, loosely connected with said follower

by means of links, all so arranged that said
locking-plate will be drawn against and will

lock with a portion of said casing whenever
said follower is deflected from an unlocked
position.

6. In a fi

ling-case, the.combmatlou with a

- casing, of an adjustable follower, and a fric- |

3

| tion-lock be_tWeen said casing and folIower

comprising a friction-plate loosely attached

to said follower so arranged that the upper 1j

surface ot said plate will automatically en-
gage the under surface of said casing when-
ever pressure is exerted against either face of
sald follower, substantially as described.
WILLIAM D. KELLY.
| JOHN D. KELIY.
- Witnesses: |

M. E. SHIELDS,
E. Y. GRIDLEY.
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