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To all whom it may cmwe?%: |
- Beit known that I, GEORGE HOLT, a citizen

of the United States, residing at Dixfleld, in

the countyof Oxford and State of Maine, have
invented anewand Improved String-Fastener
for Musical Instruments, of which the fol-
lowing is afull, clear, and exact description.
My inv entlon relates to musical instru-

ments, and particularly to violins and the.

like, and has for its object to provide a de-
vice by which a supplementary string, as the
E-string of a violin, may be held in readiness
for immediate use in case the original string
should break. o

To this end my invention consists of cer-
tain features of construction and combina-
tion of parts,as will be hereinafter described,

‘and particularly pomted outin the appended

claims.

Reference is to be had tothe accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the views,

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the tail

end of a violin, showing my improvement ap-
- plied thereto.

Fig. 2 is asectional elevation
of the tailpiece with my string fastened
I'ig. 3 is a similar view, but with
the string-fastener in a different position;
and Fig. 4 is a perspective view of two of
the parts of my invention.

A is the body of a violin or like instrument,

strings C are secured in the ordmary way,
while the fourth string ', which is the E-

string of a violin, is secured by means of my

1mpr0ved strmﬂ-fastener which is located at

the center of the tmlplece, slightly to the rear

of the string-holes B*

This fastener comprises a reel D,on which
the string is adapted to be wound the said
reel being provided with a sleeve D’ and a

~ eross-pin D2 the upper end of the sleeve D’

having a ﬂanﬂ'e D3, which sits upon an in-

terior ﬂange F? at the lower end of a locking

plate or collar F, secured within a socket B’

- made in the tallplece B. At the lower end
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of the said socket I provide a recess into
which is adapted to fit the upper flange of the
reel D,

{

~ Into the sleeve D' ﬁts the stem E of |

| the reel-spindle, said stem béing provided
with two longitudinal slots E', into which fits .

the pin D?, so that the spindle is capable of
a limited longitudinal movement relatively
to the reel.
carries a head E# secured thereto by a pin
E% and serving to turn the spindle and the
reel therewith. The reel-spindle is further

The upper end of the spindle
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provided with a cross- pin ‘E* projecting

therefrom and adapted to engage two glots
I, prowded in the locking plate or collar I,
which is rigidly secured at the upper end of
the socket B'.
bayonet-slots.

In operation one end of the stunﬂ' 18 secmed
to the tuning-peg, as usual, and the other
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The slots F' are pr actically

end of the string is passed throucrh the hole

B* and wound on the reel D, the spmdle be-

| ing in the lifted position, (shown in Fig. 3,)

SO that it can turn freely. It will be remem-
bered that E-strings are currently made in
from four to six lengths,
rial wound on the 1eel D will be sufficient to
replace the string C' many times in case it
should break. When the string has been
wound on the reel D, the spindle 18 lowered,
so that the pin E* will engage the slots F', and
then upon turning the tumnﬂ'-peﬂ to frwe the
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Therefore the mate-
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string the proper tension the pull on the

-string will turn the spindle into the locking

position, 80 that the reel D will be held
against turning. Should the string C' break,
the performer W111 simply shghtly turn the

head E?, (and this can be done easily, since

the tensmn of the string no longer holds the
reel-spindle locked,) and then the performer

will raise the spindle into the position shown
in I'ig. 3, so that the reel can be turned
-freely After fastening the new end of the

string to the tuning-peg the performer will

3o
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again lower the reel-spindle to lock it with .

the collar F, as before described.

Having thus described my invention, I

claim ag new and desire to secure by Letters

| Patent—
1. A tailpiece for muswal instruments,hav-

ing a string-reel located below the tailpiece
and journaled therein, a locking device mov-
able up and down through the tallpiece and
projecting above the same, said locking de-
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vice being mounted to turn with the reel, and | turn- with - the reel but capable of ‘moving
being adapted, when in one of its positions, | lengthwise thereof, and a stationary locking-
for locking engagement with the tailpiece. collar having a bayonet-slot adapted for lock-
2. A string-reel for musical instruments, | ing engagement with a part of the spindle. 153
5 comprising a reel proper, a spindle held to{ In testimony whereof I have signed my
turn with the reel but capable of moving. name.to-this.specification in the presence of
b - lengthwise thereof, and a stationary retain-- two:subscribing witnesses. | o
ing device arranged to lock the spindle in one | GEORGE HOLT.
of its positions. . - |

1 _ R Wltnesses
“fo 8. A stringiredl for musical instruments; |

" JOHN S. HARLOW,

comprising a reel proper; a spindle held ‘to ‘GEO: A. MARSH,
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