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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 683,137, dated September 24, 1901.
Application filed October 29, 1900, Serial No. 34,753, (No model,)

To all whom it may concern:

‘beit known that I, ABRAM S, MYERS,a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Spring-
field, in the county of Clark and State of Ohio,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Corner-Fastenings for Bed-
steads, of which the following is a specifica-
tion, reference being had therein to the ac-
companying drawings. -

This invention relates to corner-fastenings
for bedsteads, and is in the general nature of
an improvement upon the strueture set forth

in Letters Patent No. 660,196, issued to me

October 23, 1900. |

The present invention has for its objects,
among other things, to provide an improved
construction of the parts,whereby they may
be made stronger and more durable  and
whereby the general construction of the parts
may be simplified. |

A further object of my presentinvention is
to provide a permanent connection between
the clamping-key and one of the fittings, so
that while free to move sufficiently to lock
and release the parts said key cannot become

detached and lost.

- To these and other ends my invention con-

sists in certain novel features, which I will

now proceed to describeand will then particu-
larly point out in the claims. ~
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is

an elevation of a corner-fastening embodying

my invention in one form. TFig. 2 is a plan
view of the same. Iig. 3 is a vertical sec-
tional view taken on the line 3 3 of Fig. 2.
Fig. 4 is a similar view taken on the line 4 4
of Kfig. 1. Fig.-5 is a detail perspective view
of the locking wedge or key detached, and
Fig. 6 is a view illustrating a modification.

As 1n the case of my former invention, the

present construction is more particularly de-
vised for use in metallic bedsteads, and es-

pecially in that class in which the rails are re-

versible for the purpose of raising and lower-
ing the bed. . _ | ]

In the accompanying drawings 1 have
shown a connection comprising a post-head
1, adapted for connection with a bed-post in

" any suitable manner, and a rail - fitting 2,

adapted o receive a rail in the manner indi-

head is provided with an extension 8, through

which is formed a vertical aperture 4, having

its outer wall 5 inclined, as indicated in dot--

ted lines at Fig. 6. Said wall is also slotted
vertically, as indicated at 7, and outwardly
from said wall the extension 3 is provided
with a seat or recess 8 to receiveand support
the end of the fitting 2, said seat eomprising
a base portion 9, on which the fitting rests,
and side flanges 10,which prevent lateral dis-
placement.of the fitting., The fitting 2 is pro-
vided with a head 11, adapted to fit the recess
8 and provided with a vertical aperture12, the
end wall 13 of which is provided with a ver-
tical slot 14, arranged to register with the slot
7 of the other member. A
The clamping wedge orkey (shown in detail
in Fig. 5 and indicated as a whole by the ref-
erence-numeral 15) comprises a body portion
16, adapted to fit the aperture 4, said body
portion tapering downward and having the
inclined surface 17 to cooperate with the in-
clined surface 6 of the wall 5. The key is

further provided with a head or enlargement

18, adapted to enter the aperture 12 of the
fitting 2, said head or enlargement being con-
nected with the body portion by means of a

reduced neck or web 19, which is adapted to -

pass through the slofs 7 and 14. The head
13 1s cut away at its lower portion to clear the
bottom portion 9 of the seat 8. - |

It will be seen that the parts may be read-

1ly assembled by placing the fitting 2, with its
head 11,in position in the seat 8 of the head
1 and then inserting the key 15, with its body
portion 16, in the aperture 4 and its head 18
in the aperture 12.
will draw the two members closely and firmly
together, thus insuring a tight and rigid joint.

‘The several parts are, moreover, readily con-
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Driving down the key -
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structed at a relatively slight cost and are so -
arranged as to best withstand the strains to

which they are subjected when in use.
In fastenings of this description involving

95

the use of a separate key it has been found in

practice that the key is liable to become mis-
placed or lost when the parts are separated.

vised a construction whereby after the parts
are assembled or partly assembled the key

cated in dotted lines in Figs. 1 and 2. The | may be permanently united with one of the

| In order to obviate this objection, I have de-
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1he devices may be dispensed with.
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members, retaining, however, its freedom of | prising a post-head provided with an exten-

vertical movement to an extent sufficient to
permit it to exercise its clamping and un-
clamping functions. In Ifigs. 1 to 51 have
shown for this purpose a construction in which
one of the members, in this case the key 15,
is provided with a groove or recess 20, termi-
nating in a stop-shoulder 21, while the other
member, in this case the extension 3, is pro-
vided with a tongue or projection 22, formed
integral therewith and entering the recess 20
in position to engage the stop-shoulder Z1.
This result isobtained by formingsaid tongue
straight in the original casting, as indicated
by dotted lines in Fig. 4, and bending said
tongue inward to the position shown in full

lines in said figure after the key has been in-
serted inits place,the casting being malleable,

and therefore permitting such bending.

Thaveshown the construction justdescribed
in duplicate, the same existing on each side
of the key; but it is obvious that one set of

obvious that the retaining devices may be oth-
erwise located, and in Fig. 6 of the drawings
I have shown a constructionin which the head
is provided with a groove or recess 23, having

a stop-shoulder 24, while the key 15 is pro-

vided with a tongue or projection 25, which

may be bent out in the manner already de-

scribed. In either case it is obvious that a
stop is needed to limit the motion of the key

in one direction only, since the tapering form

of the body of the key limits its motion in the
other direction.
either case the recess may be of a depth sui-
ficient to extend entirely through the body or
wall of material in whiech it is formed.
By reason of the construction just described
the key is permanently connected to one of
the members of the structure in a simple and
efficient manner, and therefore cannot be mis-

- laid or lost. |

50

It 18 obvious from what precedes that my
improved fastener is susceptible of modifica-
tion without departing from the principle of
my invention, and I therefore do not wish to
be understood as limiting myself to the pre-
cise detatls hereinbefore set forth and shown
in the drawings. : -

- Having thus fully described my invention,

‘what I claim as new, and desire to secure by

~ Letters Patent, is—
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1. A corner-fastening for bedsteads com-
prising two members, the one provided with
a seat to receive and support the other, said
members having vertical apertures, one of

“which is tapering, the abutting walls of said

apertures having registering vertical slots, in
combination with a clamping-key having a
tapering body to fit the corresponding aper-
ture, a head to enter the other aperture, and
a connecting web or neck extending through
the slots, substantially as deseribed.

Itisalso

It is also obvious that in

sion having a seat to receive and support a
rail - fitting and having a vertical tapering
aperture provided with a vertical slot in its
terminal wall, a rail-fitting having a head
adapted to the seat of the first-mentioned
member and provided with a vertical aper-
ture having a vertically -slotted terminal
wall, and a clamping-key having a tapering
body to fit the aperture in the head exten-
sion, a head to enter the aperture in the
rail-fitting, and a connecting web or neck ex-
tending through the slotsin the abutting ter-
minal walls of the two other members, sub-

- stantially as described.

3. In a corner-fastening for bedsteads, the
combination, with two apertured members to
be united, of a clamping-key adapted to en-
gage both of said members, on one of which
it is permanently mounted, said key being
capable of longitudinal movement relatively
to the member on whieh it is mounted, and

stops to limit said movement and prevent the

removal of the key,substantially as described.
4. In a corner-fastening for bedsteads, the
combination, with two members having aper-

tures, one of which istapering, of a clamping-.

key permanently mounted on one of said
members, longitudinally movable relatively
thereto, and having a tapering body to {it the
correspondingly-shaped aperture, and a head
to enter the other aperture, and stops to limit
the movement and prevent the removal of
the key, substantially as described. =
5. In a corner-fastening for bedsteads, the
combination, with two members having key-
apertures, one of which is tapering, of a
clamping-key having a tapering body and a
head for said apertures, and means for limit-
ing the motion of said key relatively to the
member on which it is mounted, said means
comprising a groove or recess in one of said

parts, provided with a terminal stop-shoulder,

and a tongue or projection on the other of
said parts, said tongue being bent to engage
said stop-shoulder after the key is inserted,
substantially as described. o -

6. In a corner-fastening for bedsteads, the
combination, with two members having ver-
tical apertures, one of which is tapering, the
abutting walls of said apertures being slotted,
of a key having a tapering Dbody to fit the
correspondingly-shaped aperture, a head to
enter the other aperture, and a connecting
web or neck extending through the slots,
said key being provided with a groove or re-
cess having a stop-shounlder, and the taper-
ingly - slotted members having an integral
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tongue or projection bent 1o engage said -

agroove or recess after the key is inserted, sub-
stantially as described. -

7. In a corner-fastening for bedsteads, the
combination, with a post-head provided with
an extension having a tapering aperfure, the

2. A corner-fastening for bedsteads com- | terminal wall whereof is slotted, of a reversi-
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blerail-fittinghaving a straight aperture with
a slotted terminal wall, a clamping-key per-
manently mounted on the post member, lon-
gitudinally movable relatively thereto, and
comprising a tapering body portion having a
limited sliding motion in the aperture there-
of, a straight head to enter the aperture of
the rail-fitting, and a connecting web or neck

extending through the slots, and stops to limit

| the motion of the key and prevent its removal, 10
substantially as deseribed.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. | |

ABRAM S. MYERS.

Witnesses:
IRVINE MILLER,
WILLIAM O’LAUGHLIN.
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