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To all whoi it Ly Concer:

Beit known that I, SILAS ADSIT, a citizen of
the United States, and a resident of James-
town, Greene eomlty State of Ohio, have in-

Vented a cerfain new and ,useful Movable

Earth-Box; and I do hereby declare that the
following is a description thereof sufficiently
clear, full, and exact to enable others skilled

11 the art to which it appertains to nake and

use the same, attention being called to the
accompanying drawings, with the reference-
numerals marked thereon, which form also a
part of this specification.

This invention relates to devices used in
connection with excavating, and particularly
in cases where the ground hfted i8 t0 be re-
placed again.

1t 1s principally intended for 1 use in ceme-
teries, where it is to receive the earth which
18 I'emoved by the digging of a grave and
which earth it is to hold until the interment is
over and until the grave is to be filled again,

at which ftime the devme facilitates this Op--

eration.
I have called it a,“movable earth-box;”

anditsobjects,with thenecessary correspond-

ing functions whereby they are carried out
and attained, are as follows: It receives the
earth removed by digging a grave and pre-

ventssoiling of the adjacent gr ound-surfaces |

sod, ﬂOWGIS on adjoining graves, &e. It per-

mlts convenient removal as a whole of the !

collected earth dug up, thus maintaining the

ground around the grave clear and available

whﬂe the funeral ceremonies proceed, keep-
ing the removed earth also entirely out of
swht during that time.
ﬁl,ling_ of the grave, since 1t permits the col-

lected earth to be dumped and filledin at once

andasawhole. Untilreplacedagain the earth
is kept dry in case of rain, because being in-
closed, thereby pleventmﬂ* the ob,]ectlons
which vvould otherwise result.

In the following specification, and particu-
larly pointed out in the claims, is found a
full description of the invention,- together
with 1ts manner of use, parts, and construc-
tion, which latter is also illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, in which—

Ifigure 1, in a vertical cross-section, shows
the device in position ready for use.at the
edge of a grave to be dug.

It facilitates the re-

Fig. 2, in an end | as shown in Figs. 4, 5, and 6.

and used for filling the grave. Ifig. 3 shows
a front view of the device as it appearsin Fig.
1 with the door omitted. Fig. 4, in a simi-
lar view, shows condition of the device after
use. Fl“‘ 0 18 an end view., Iig. 6 isa ver-
tical cross-section of the device as it appears
in Fig. 4, and Fig. 7 is an enlarged sectional
detall view.

The device consists principally of a barrel-
shaped or cylindrical box 10 of a capacity suf-
ficient to receive the earth removed by dig-
ging a grave. Partof ifs side is open, but pro-
vided With a door 11, hingedly secured to per-

mit closure, and at the beginning it is placed

alongside the grave to be dug and with its
opening toward the latter, as shown in Fig. 1.

The earth as dug up_lsllmmedmtely and di-
rectly thrown into this box, the length of
which is about coextensive with the length of
thegrave, sothat the diggermay conveniently
throw the earth into the box from whatever
position he may occupy within the grave while
digging the same. - After this work is com-
pleted the box is closed and as a whole, with
the earth inclosed and resting now on its side

and lengthwise of its perlphery, it 1s rolled
away to a convenient distance, leaving the

surface around the grave free and ¢lear of all
earth,whichlatter cannot now be seen. After
the interment the device is rolled up again
alongsidethegrave,asshownin Fig.2,dumped
of its contents, and finaliy removed until re-
guired again. Any surplus earth which the
grave does not receive 18 also removed at this
time, remaining simply in the box, by which
it is earried away. Figs.1and 3 show the po-
sitions of the device at the edge of the grave
and while being filled. Itis preferably stead -
ied In _posmon by stones or blocks of wood
12 placed under it. Fig. 2 shows it again in
position at the edge of the grave and while
being emptied of its contents, which latter
are dumped into the grave. In all these po-
sitions and while bemfr handled when loaded

view, shows the device in a similar position
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it may be prefera,ble or necessary if the
ground around the grave is not sufficiently

stable to underlay planks 18 at the ends of
the device and crossing the grave near the
ends thereof, as shown in Fln* 2.
it 1s carted away, resting then on wheels 14,
These wheels

ICO

After use
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have axles 15, preferably rigidly connected | As to details of construction the inclosuré
thereto, which occupy bearings 16 in the ends | of the box may be built in any suitable way.
of the box. The wheels are removable and | As shown, I prefer to use planks for the yo
1nterchangeable as to position and may oc- | round sides placed edgewise against each
5 cupy other bearings 17, also in the ends of | other like Dbarrel-staves, with the head be-
the box, but above the bearings first men- | tween them at each end. The ends of these
tioned, or preferably in the center of the | planks or staves project at the ends of the
ends of the box, so that these wheels being | box, forming a chime thereat, which permits 73z
of less diameter than the box this latter is | notches 23 to be formed in the manner
10 then permitted to rest upon its side and { shown—that is, by leaving certain stavessuf-
lengthwise of its periphery, as shown in Figs. | ficiently shorter. The connection is by nails,
1, 2, and 3. It thus remains more steady in | the staves being nailed to each other,as shown
position while being filled, and its weight | in the detail view Fig. 7. Hoops 27 are 8o
| after loaded is also more evenly supported | placed in addition around the outside. |
15 by resting directly upon the ground than Spilling of diggings onto the narrow mar-
would be the case if resting loosely on the | gin of ground between the box and the edge
wheels. These latter are held in either one | of the grave nearest to it may be prevented
of their two positions by suitable locking or | by the interposition of a sheet 28 of canvas 8s
catch devices, which may be split keys 18. | or oil-cloth, as shown in Fig. 1. The means
20 After the box is filled cover or door 11 is | (wheels) for moving this earth-box away af-
closed and held so by suitable lockingdevices, | ter use might be arranged in various ways
whichmay be hooks19, asshown. Theloaded | without interfering with or changing the gen-
box, resting now on its side and lengthwise | eral objects and functions of this device. QO
of its periphery, is now rolled away from the Having described my invention, I claim as
25 grave to any suitable place, which operation | new— -
1s facilitated by a lever in the shape of a bar 1. A movable earth-box for the purpose de-
21, the end of which finds a purchase on one of | scribed, of cylindrical shape and of a length
the axles 15, having for such purpose an open | coextensive with a grave, a door in the side 05
notch 22 in its end, which notch fits over | thereof and means to hold it closed, the same
3o axles 15. Above such notch the bar is held | intended to receive and hold the diggings
by beinginserted laterally into one of notches | resulting from the excavation of a arave
23, of which there are a number around the | while resting on its side and lengthwise of
end of the box. The bar is used in the man- | its periphery alongside of the latter and 100
~ nerof acapstan-lever, only in a different po- | adapted to be moved while so loaded and so
35 sition, and is changed from one notch 23 into | resting on its round side to and from the
- the other one next to it after the range of its | grave and to be manipulated for the purpose
movement in ong position is exhausted, as | of dumping its contents, such moving and
may be readily understood. When empty | manipulation of the device being by rolling 103
atter use and while being rolled away, bar 21 | the box while resting on its side and length-
40 may serve as a tongue by which to pull or | wise of its periphery. _-
push the device, it being held in position for | 2. A movable earth-box adapted to receive
such purpose by having its noteched end en- | and hold the diggings resulting from the ex-
gage an internal projection 24 and by a block | ecavation of a grave, the same being of eylin- 110
29 on 1t which, bearing against the edge at | drical shape, an opening in the side thereof
45 the opening of the box, prevents tongue 21 | of a length coextensive with the grave on
from being pulled out. The bar is further | which thedevice is used, a door for this open-
held in this position by the lid, which is closed | ing, means to hold it closed, a central pro-
down upon it and locked, a portion of it near | jection at each end of the box and notches 115
its edge being cut out, as shown at 26, to clear | circularly arranged around the same, per- -
50 and admit the bar, After arrival at the place | mitting temporary attachment of an imple-
of storage lid 11 may be opened to permit | ment for the purpose of moving and manipu-
disengagement of bar 21, which may be kept lating the box while loaded and for dumping
inside of the box. 1ts contents, such moving and manipulation 120
The box needs to be coextensive only with | being by rolling the box while resting on its
55 the longest grave. For shorter ones, unless | side and lengthwise of its periphery. |
shorter boxes are used, the discharge-opening 3. A movable earth-box adapted to receive
only is made coextensive, for which purpose | and hold the diggings resulting from the ex-
the normal length of this opening isreduced | cavation of a grave, the same being of eylin- 125
by partly closing it up. This closing up may | drical shape, an opening in the side thereof
60 bedone entirely at one end only, or at both, | of a length coextensive with the grave on
and is by interposing at such end or ends of | which the dévice is used, a door for this open-
the opening boards or sheet-iron shaped to the | ing, means to hold it closed, a wheel at each
curve of the box andresting against the edges | end of the box of a diameter less than the T 30
~ at the opening from the inside, or if sheet- | diameter of this latter, axles for these wheels
65 1ron it may be held in grooves at the edges | and two bearings for these axles in each end
of the opening, all as shown in dotted lines { of the box and which they may interchange-
In Jiig. 1. o o | ably occupy for the purpose of either sup-
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porting the box on the wheels or for permit- |

ting the same to occupy a position in which
it rests on 1ts side cmd lengthwise of its pe-
riphery.

4. A movable earth-box adapted to receive
and hold the diggings resulting from the ex-
cavation of a grave, the same being of ¢ylin-
drical shape, an opening in the side thereof
of a length coextensive with the grave on
which thedevice is used, a door for this open-
ing, means o hold it closed, a wheel at each
end of the box, an axle for each notches eir-
cularly arranﬂ'ed around such ends and an
implement for manipulating the box being
adapted to be received by one of the notches
mentioned and having a notch in its end
adapted to engage the axle of one of the
wheels.

5. A movableearth-box adapted to receive
and hold the diggings resulting firom the ex-
cavation of a grave, the same being of ¢ylin-
drical shape, an opening in the side thereof
of a length coextensive with the grave on
which the device is used, a door for this open-
ing, means to hold it closed, a wheel at each
end of the box, an axle for each, notches cir-
cularly arranged around suchends, a projec-
tion 24 inside of the box and opposite the
opening therein and an implement having a
notch in 1ts end and a lateral projection 25
and adapted to engage the box for manipu-
lating the same in the various ways, substan-
tially as indicated.

6. A movable earth-box adapted to receive .

and hold the diggings resulting from the ex-
cavation of a grave, the same being of cylin-

drical shape, an opening in the side thereof
of a length coextensive with the grave on

which the deviceis used, a door for this open-
ing, means to hold it closed, a wheel at each
end of the box of a diameter less than the di-
ameter of this latter, axles for these wheels,
two bearings for these axles in each end of
the box and which they may interchangeably
oceupy for the purpose of either supporting

the box on the wheels or for permitting the

same to occupy a position in which it rests

on its side and lengthwise of its periphery,

notches 28 arranged around each of its ends,
a projection 24 inside of the box and opposite
the opening therein and an implement having
a notch in its end and a lateral projection 25
and adapted to eitherengage one of the axles
of the wheels and one of the notches 25 for
the purpose of manipulating the box while
loaded, or by engaging projection 24 and with
1ts projection 20 in enﬂ'aﬂ‘ement with the edge
at the opening, serving as a tongue for mov-
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ing the box while empty, being held in this

latter position by the closed dom
In testimony whereof I hereunto set my

hand in the presence of two witnesses.
SILAS ADSIT

W1tne%ses,.
M. G. MELRIGHT,
H. K. LAIRD.
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