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| To all whom &t Ny COTCETH:

LA

Be it known that I, JoHN J. BLACLMAN a
citizen of the United S_tates residing in New

Britain, in the county of Hartford and State
of Connecticut, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Surface-Finish-
ing for Floors, Ceilings, &e., of w hleh the fol |

| lowmﬂ‘ 1S 4 Spemﬁeatlon

- 10

My mventmn relates to str u{,tmal mate-
rial, and especially to parquetry or surface

finishes for ﬂOOlb, ceilings, articles of furm- :
ture, &c.

Pumauly the. ob,]ecL Of the invention is

‘the provision of a finish for floors, ceilings,

o‘thel structure, or it may be the top of a ta-
ble or other article of furniture, and the nu-

meral 6 a base-plate, of rectangular or any |

desired form, which is se(,urely fastened to

50 the floor or 0Lhe1 device in any desired way,

preferably by means of screws 7 passing

throngh perforations 8 in 11_bs or tongues ¥ |

of said base- plale These ribs or tongues are .
made with curved tops 9’ and are of ogee -

shape on their sides and may be readily pro-- 55
duced by, ma(,hmery, and intervening each
--pdll" of  tongues is a groove 9% for the recep-

tion of cor respondmwl) -*"ha,ped I'IbS on a tOp
plate hereinafter deseribed.

- Designated by the numelal 10 1S the uppel 60
plate of my invention, which is provided with -

a series of ribs or tonwueb 12, having flat or
convex . under faces 12' OT 123 and bemn* of
ogee form at their sides, as at 125, to it in the

agrooves 9% and interlock with the ton cues 9 of 65 |
the base- plate 0, as lepaef-:ented in Flgs 1,4,

5 tables, or objects in which tessellated mate- | and 6.
rial may be employed with advantage, which Prefembl) the base- plme 618 p1 oV 1ded wuh
is preferably formed of a plate h.iVlI]ﬂ‘ a se- | a series of ribs 9, five being shown, and the
ries of ribs or projections provided with sides | top plate 10 with a similar numbel of grooves, 70
formed as ogec curves and also having curved | for by this construction the top plate may be
20 tops, the plate Dbeing secured to the floor, { severed on angular lines, as indicated at 13
- ceiling, or other str ueture and being mlel- in Fig. 4, or boLh plates may be thus severed
locked with another plate having a series of | to cause them to fit into corners or other
grooves correspondmﬂ' to and adapted to re- | places (see Fig. 1) without liability of de- 75
ceive the projections, which plate serves as | taching one plate from_the other plate, as
25 the exterior surface of the str uetu:e to which | would be the case were but one or’ two 11bs )
- theiny ention is applied. - lorprojections employed. - |
In the accompanying dr.ﬂ,mnfrb hwule 1 is | In surface-finishing of all kllldb made of |
a perspectwe view of my inv entlon, showmw | W 0od areat trouble. hacs been experienced ow- 8o
it applied in series to a floor. TFigs. 2 and % | ing to the warping or buckling of the same |
30 are respectively perspective views of the top due to the dbsorptmn of moisture or to the
and bottom plates of my invention detached. | employment of 1mprope1]3-sea%oned material, .
Fig. 4 is a perspective view of my invention, | and when this occurs the finishing presents
the top plate being severed on a (]1%1“‘01131 { an unsightly appemanee and 1s rumed for 83
- line and being still retained firmly in pos1-.:;pmet,1(3al purposes. . Furthermore, in blocks
35 tion by the tonn'ueq of the lower plate. Fig. | having ribs with sharp dovetailed edges this
518 a pelspectwe representation of a block' ‘warping or displacement of the materlal it)
of angular (shown as hexagonal) form con- | liable to fracture said edges, and thereby .
tammﬂ' my improvement. Fig. 6 is a trans- | impair the efhmency of the Jom‘n and these go
yerse sectlon of two of the pl.a,tes showing, | sharp edges are frequently broken in han-
40 on an enlarged scale, the form of the tonﬂ'ues dling or whﬂe interlocking the bloeks one
and grooves thereof. =~ with the other. It is a’ deSIdelatum to rein-
Sumlm numerals refer to sumla.r patts force the joint as much as possible and also
throughout the several views. to provide an increased thickness of material g5
Referunﬂ' to the drawings, 1]1(-3 numeml 5 | in the ribs to resist the tendency to buckle
45 designates a section of a foor ceiling, or { or curl up and also to so shape the edges of

the interlocking portions that they wﬂl be

stronger and w111 fit ‘more accurately when
the one part is interlocked with the other 1oco

part by sliding the ribs or projections of one
plateinto the correspondingly-shaped grooves
of the other plate. Stated differently, the top -
9" ot eaeh projection 9 being on a curve and




2

IO

~ter until the emved edge a' is reached.
- will ‘also be observed lhdl the groove 9%in
~the top plate or block 10, said groove con- |
forming to the projection, isso arra,nwed that
‘the matena,l of said top plate will be thicker
~ at the points b where the joint is formed:

“than at other pOIthBS of its diameter, there-
_ by reinforcing the joint at the plaee where
"'3__'st1enﬂ'th is most needed and preventing dis-
_tortion, warpage, or breakage of the material
under the great strains sometimes due to
‘Furthermore, by forming

20

- natural eauses

25 m.

.the lonmtudmal edfres belnn* formed on ogee |
curves and the top. plate bemn- formed with
‘grooves in sides of ogee slmpe an interlock

is produced w hich will be of the greatest ef-

ficiency under strains and in whlch the ma-

terial is so dleposed as to afford the greatest
It will be observed

‘that each projection ortongue is of course of

resistance at the joints.

ereater diameter through 1ls center, as shown

by the line a, and wrddually varles in diame-.
It

the edfres of the tongues 9 in the shape of

ogee curves these tmwues ma_} be readily
made by machinery and can be much more
easily inserted into the grooves in the top
~ plate than if constructed in the shape of |

- plain dovetails with sharp corners or edges,

" 30

35
- their faces, as shown at 12’
- be formed on cirved lines SIIIll]dI‘ to the

plementcuy plate is theleby obviated.
iutewemnn‘ the grooves 9 of the
top plfue 10 may e1the1 be formed flat on
in Fig. 6, or may

and all tendency to breakage of the projec-

‘tions of the tongueseither When understrain
“due to warpage or other causes or while be-

ing inserted within the grooves of the com-
The

tongues

“longues 9, as shown by dotted. lines 128 at

‘the nu‘hty in said figure, if desu'ed
of Clllthllle of the curves 9 in the bottom
 plate 6 orof the tongues 12 in the top plate 10

“may be varied as desued provided that the
results 11e1et0f01e pomted out are accom-

,pllehed thereby. | | u
~ In the use of my inv en‘mou a baee pldte 6
" is first firmly secured to the floor or other
surface by serews 7, passing throun'h certain’
of the ribs or plOJeetlone 9. The convex ribs
~of the top plate 10, with their edges of ogee

 base-plate, and the top plate is slid to posi-.
~ tion, flush at its sides and ends with the side
--and end walls of said base-plate. =~ '
- My invention is not limited to any particu-
lar material of which the top and bottom
plates are to be constructed, and both of the
plates may be formed of ﬁreploof material,
such as metal or poreelain, or the lower plate_

55

. ._60

65

shape, are then inserted in the grooves of the

may be made of metal or other fire-resisting

material and the upper plate of wood, papier-

maché, or other plastic material. When both

plates are constructed of wood, the lower
plate should have its grain located 1n a direc-
tion transverse to that of the grain of the up-

per plate, so that the two. pla.tes when inter-
locked in proper position for use will operate

one to retain the other &gamst warping or |

ings.
_--pldte may be made of either
{'metal and the ribs or projections formed in-
‘tegral therewith by either casting or shamnn'
| *them up from the body of the plate -

‘The invention is not limited to any speelﬁe, L

The are |

- see;ooe.] "

‘buckling.

in paneling the walls of rooms and is also

-adepted for use in making ornamental ceil-
In some cases the: lowel or retaining
cast.or Wrouwht -

‘This last-named .:ulentrement is
employed more generally in palquetry and

_

use, for it may with advantage be employed

in- palquetw and other reletlons
No claim is herein made to a ¢ Wood ﬁoor-

30

ing section comprising a base adapted to be . -
.'?eeemed to a floor and a facing-plate inde-
'pendent of the base, but corresponding in di-
mensions to the dimensions thereof, the up-
per face of the base and the lower faee of the
facing-plate being formed to be interlocked
with each other by sliding one upon: the
other,” for this subject- matter is fully de-
‘8Cr ibed and claimed in my application filed
January 14, 1901, Serial No. 43,141, of ’ﬁhICh

90
the present applleatlon is a division.. |

Having thus desembed mymventlon W hﬂt L

1 claim is—

1. A Sulfaee ﬁlllah oonsmlmﬂ‘ o[ a base-.-
_plate having a series of eepmated tonguesor

ribs extending across the saine and eech pro- - .

| vided with sides formed as ogee curves and

with a curved top; and a top plete also having
a series of grooves separated by tongues or

ribs extendmg across said top plate, the walls.
of said grooves conforming to the pr ojections
of the ba,ee plate and bemﬂ held in sliding
engagement with said base- plate bymterlock--

ing the tongues or ribs of both said plates,
and both pldtes being of the same dimensions.

2. The LOHIDID&UDI] wwhasunpmb of a

_'baee plate having a number'of tongues or

" ribs formed with - ovelhdnmnfr sides of ogee

‘shape and with curved tope, said ribs extend-

| ing across said base-plate; means for secur-
ing the base-plate to the support; and a top

«pla,te of the same dimensions as the base-

plate and also having a number of grooves,

| the side walls of whlch are of ogee shape, and

a series of tongues or ribs mth overhanging
edges, also of ogeesha,pe on its undereide the
--.tonn'ues or ribs of both plates being fitted in R
;shdlnﬂ* and interlocking enfrewement with

10C

1o5j

110

each other, and both pletes bemfr of thesame '

dlmensmns

120

3. A surtace-ﬁmeh conmetme‘ of a basen-f___- |
plate having a series of separ eted tongues or

projections, eaeh tongue having a convex top
and overhanging eldes of ogee shape, and a

top plate having a series of sepamted grooves,

125

each groove havmo* a rounded rear wall and

side walle of ogee shape and both plates be-
ing of the same dlmensmne subetantlal]y as
de.scubed

 JOHN J. BLACKMAN.- .

-Witnesses_: -
HENRY BISSELL,
E. M. WiLcox.
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